PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

October 18, 2004
The meeting opened at 6:30 PM with the following present: George Knox, Jim Dauphinais, Larry Lahman, Carold Hilgren, Donald Zuehlke, and Kim Schroeder. Also present were Tom Meyers – The Independent, John Potratz, John Kamphake, Paul Ringdahl – Ringdahl Architects, Jerome & Donald Getz – Jerome Getz Construction, Mike Wilde, Troy Bak – North Area Electric, Gary Doering, and Neil & Gail Beightol.
Discussion: Paul Ringdahl discussed the liquor store project. The colors for siding, cultured stone, and windows were selected before the meeting and shown to Paul for final selection. Also, the city received a copy of insurance from Getz Construction.

The plumbing has not been approved by the State of Minnesota at this point, it could take up to 4-7 weeks for approval. The project could be delayed because of this.

There was large discussion on the electrical panel.
Ringdahl commented that all decisions or changes on the project should go directly to him. The inside decisions will go through George.

There was discussion as to where the safe should be located, it was decided to place it in the on-sale area near the registers.

Discussion on pay request timeframe. Ringdahl Architects will receive pay amounts and have them to the city office by the second Monday of each month for bills. At each regular council meeting Ringdahl will present a progress report.
George Eilertson of Northland Securities stated the original revenue bond amount of $670,000 will put the bond at a higher interest rate, also, in order for Midwest Bank to fund the bond locally they would like to see it lowered under $600,000. A meeting is set for November 1, 2004 to present the amount suggested for bonding.

1) Motion by Lahman to appoint John Potratz and Jeff Arnold as Wellhead Protection Managers. Seconded by Hilgren.
a) Discussion: Mike Howe of MN Department of Health met with Potratz, Arnold, and Schroeder regarding the Wellhead Protection Plan. The previous City Administrator David Campbell was the manager, with his absence there is a need for a new manager. After consideration between Mike Howe, Potratz, Arnold, and Schroeder, it was decided Potratz and Arnold would work together as managers for the plan with Schroeder doing the office/paper work.
b) All in favor: Lahman, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Zuehlke.
c) Dissent: None.
2) Motion by Zuehlke to approve the September 20th minutes. Seconded by Dauphinais.

a) All in favor: Zuehlke, Dauphinais, Lahman, Hilgren.
b) Dissent: None.

3) Motion by Zuehlke to approve the September 27th minutes. Seconded by Lahman.
a) All in favor: Zuehlke, Lahman, Dauphinais, Hilgren.
b) Dissent: None.

Discussion: Knox met with the food shelf members regarding space needed when the old liquor store building is sold. The current size is 300-400 sq. ft. They are looking at approximately the same size if not larger. There was discussion to meet with the local sportsman’s club or other organizations to see if they are interested in donating money for a larger building for storage as well. There was question where the building would be located, suggestions north of the city hall, connected to the city shop, or the city owned land East 45.8’ Lot 2 Block 20 west of the railroad tracks. No decision was made at this point and will be discussed at a later meeting.
Discussion: Neil & Gail Beightol were present to discuss their boulevard property. They explained since the 2002 Street Project their grass on the boulevard has not grown and there are dirt spots and rocks that are damaging their lawn mower. It was explained they needed to water the boulevard when the seeding company reseeded the boulevard and if not done they grass would not have a chance to grow as well. Also, the maintenance workers were at their residents last fall and picked up any large rocks that could possibly cause damage.
Beightol’s also questioned the dead branches within their boulevard trees. They would appreciate if the maintenance workers could remove the dead branches that were caused by high winds during an August storm. The maintenance workers will assess the trees and remedy the situation.

Discussion: Knox met with Daniel Jones, Administrator of Broadway Medical Center, regarding if the clinic would be interested in purchasing the Parkers Prairie Medical Clinic. Dr. Struthers, currently at Parkers Prairie Medical Clinic will be retiring in the near future; Mark Helgeson P.A. has sold the practice to Broadway Medical Clinic, they take ownership January 1, 2005. There were questions what the city will do with the money in the hospital fund and if the building sold, it was suggested the money be donated to the local ambulance. No action was taken at this time.
4) Motion by Lahman to approve Ordinance 04-02 Fixing the Salaries of the mayor and members of the council of the City of Parkers Prairie. Seconded by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: At the August 23 regular meeting the council passed new salaries for the mayor and council members positions to $50 for each regular meeting attended plus an additional $15 for each special meeting attended.
b) All in favor: Lahman, Hilgren, Zuehlke, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

Discussion: Kim Embretson of West Central Initiative (WCI) was present to discuss their current financial position. He also explained WCI has investments in Otter Tail County of grants totaling $3,736,638 and loans totaling $4,136,814. Also reviewed the endowment fund, JOBZ Opportunities in West Central Area and infrastructure study. West Central Initiative would like to thank Parkers Prairie for their recent donation of $100.00 for the JOBZ Fund, they are very involved in bringing new jobs into the JOBZ zones to support the west central area.
5) Motion by Dauphinais to approve Criteria for Awarding Business Subsidies. Seconded by Lahman.
a) Discussion: Knox and Lahman met with the JOBZ program regarding the Business Subsidy criteria which is required to support all JOBZ, especially AbbeyMoor Medical, Inc. so the city receives the $125,000 Department of Employment and Economic Development agreement between the City and AbbeyMoor Medical. The $125,000 is obligated for future economic growth.

b) All in favor: Dauphinais, Lahman, Hilgren, Zuehlke.

c) Dissent: None.
6) Motion by Dauphinais to approve the Revolving Loan Guideline. Seconded by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: The Revolving Loan Guideline are guidelines each JOBZ business locating to Parkers Prairie must follow for positive growth and criteria. This also follows the discussion in 5) of this meeting.

b) All in favor: Dauphinais, Hilgren, Lahman, Zuehlke.

c) Dissent: None.
Discussion: Gary Doering was present to discuss the current water bill system. Recently he has incurred over $500 in water bill expenses due to renters not sending in their meter reading. Clerk Schroeder underestimates the accounts, when the maintenance read the meter during the September quarter, the usage may be high depending on gallons used thus making the possibility of a high utility bill. City ordinance states the homeowner is responsible for utility bills renters do not pay. Doering would like the council to charge renters 35-40% above the base charge for incidents like this. A better suggestion by Doering stated he will contact Schroeder when the readings are due, for those renters who have not read their meters he will to ensure a current reading. Schroeder also suggested she can send copies of utility bills and past due bills to Doering to keep updated on their accounts.
7) Motion by Hilgren to accept September bills as presented. Seconded by Zuehlke.
a) All in favor: Hilgren, Zuehlke, Lahman, Dauphinais.

b) Dissent: None.
A motion was made by Lahman to adjourn at 8:06pm. Seconded by Lahman.
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