PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

SPECIAL MEETING

August 30, 2004
The meeting opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: George Knox, Donald Zuehlke, Carold Hilgren, Larry Lahman and Kim Schroeder.  Also present were Tom Meyers – The Independent, Jeff Arnold, John Kamphake, Dave Dittberner, and Rodney Peterson.
1) Motion by Hilgren to repay Dave Dittberner for sewer charges paid the past 10 years.  Seconded by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Dave Dittberner was present to discuss his sewer charge he has been paying for the past 10 years. Dittberner recalls the water was turned off at the main curb stop in 1992 and has been paying sewer minimum each quarter since. Current ordinance states if the water is turned off at the main water and sewer charges are not charged. Jeff Arnold was present and recalls turning it off when he started which was in 1994. It was suggested to Dittberner to go back 10 years and issue repayment for the amount he has paid. Dittberner was satisfied with that.
b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Lahman, Zuehlke.

c) Dissent: None.
2) Motion by Hilgren to waive the building permit fee for Rodney Peterson’s potato shed. Seconded by Knox.
a) Discussion: Rodney Peterson was present to discuss the building permit fee the city is charging to rebuild his potato shed, located on the East side of town, that experienced 100% damage from a fire. Peterson told the council he will not pay for a building permit; the shed will be the same size and will sit on the existing concrete. Current ordinance Chapter IX – Part 14 Section 914.07 states: If at any time a non-conforming building, structure or use shall be destroyed to the extent of more than fifty (50) percent of its fair market value, said value to be determined by the County Assessor, then without further action by the Council, the building and the land on which such building was located or maintained shall, from and after the date of said destruction, be subject to all the regulations specified by these zoning regulations for the district in which such land and buildings are located. Any building which is damaged to an extent of less than fifty (50) percent of its value may be restored to its former extent. Estimate of the extent of damage or destruction shall be made by the City Council. There was discussion in which council members felt Peterson should not have to pay for a building permit because of the unfortunate incident. Another member expressed the council should follow the zoning ordinance set years past. All members decided to change the zoning ordinance to waive building permit fees for buildings that experience loss due to catastrophic act of god. Peterson’s building permit fee was waived.
b) All in favor: Hilgren, Knox, Zuehlke.

c) Dissent: Lahman.

2) Motion by Lahman to accept the Salt Sand Resolution. Seconded by Zuehlke.
Discussion: The city contracts with Otter Tail County each year for salt sand purchase.

a) All in favor: Lahman, Zuehlke, Hilgren.

b) Dissent: None.
Discussion: Knox will contact various paving companies in the area for street overlay. Hilgren spoke stating he has contacted Quality Paving out of Deer Creek and they could overlay between September 10-13. Lahman stated he has a problem with streets overlaying without curb and gutter. Knox and Hilgren stated that was if the city was reconstructing a road, not overlay. Knox will contact Quality Paving, Hendershot Paving, and Lakes Area Paving for quotes.
Discussion: The construction bids for the new liquor store are due September 20, 2004. Knox talked to Paul Ringdahl in which a meeting needs to be set to get the final approval from the council. The bids may have to be delayed due to the timing of the meeting. If there are any changes when the council meets an addendum would be prepared and given with the construction bids as well. A special meeting is set for Friday, September 3, 2004 at 2:30pm.

Also, Knox discussed with Brian Rude the borrowing position for the new store. At this time, the estimated total is $794,500. Brian calculated at $400,000-500,000 the yearly payment would be approximately $40,000. This is given the estimated total is higher than the actual bids.

Discussion: Tom Augustin of Larson-Peterson & Assoc. recommended Leisch & Associates give an estimate for installing 4 wells and abandoning 2. The estimate came in at $19,266.00. It was suggested the city look into local contractors, Klimek Bros. Well Drilling, Traut Wells, Robertson Well Drilling etc., to save costs. The wells are 30’ deep, the old wells would have cement pumped into them to abandon. The new wells would be placed where the state requires them to be. Knox will get the specs and contact the local well drillers for an estimate.
3) Motion by Lahman to accept the 2005 general fund budget as presented. Seconded by Hilgren.
a) Discussion: The budget was discussed per department as follows:

Mayor and council salary decreased to $3,000 and $750 respectively,
Economic Development; increased to $3,000,
General Government was increased by $154 for administrative wages and miscellaneous increases,

City Buildings increased by $4,430 for repairs/maintenance, property insurance and other miscellaneous increases,

Lease Principal Payment on the city hall decreased by $843,

Police increased by $6,581 for wages and other miscellaneous increases,

Animal Control remained the same,

Fire Operating increased by $3,200 for miscellaneous increases,

Fire Relief decreased by $7,852,

Streets department increased by $16,602 with $5,000 increased in Contract Services account, $5,000 increased in Capital Expenditure for future equipment replacement, $5,000 in Storm Sewer Maintenance for storm sewer repairs, the remaining $1,602 for wages and miscellaneous increases,
Pool increased by $5,250 with $3,000 increased in capital expenditures for future equipment/pool replacement and $2,250 in miscellaneous increases,

Parks increased by $4,377 with $3,000 increased in capital expenditures for future mower replacement and the remaining $1,377 for wages and miscellaneous increases,

Trees was increased by $1,260 for future replenishment of boulevard trees,
Ambulance was increased by $500 with a separate account line item added for equipment replacement,

Debt Service for NW Project and 2002 Street Project increased $1,000 and $8,500 respectively.

Thus making an overall increase in budget at $45,559. Offsetting, State LGA increased by $27,495 and miscellaneous income increased by $2,588 thus making the total Levy increase for 2005 budget $15,476, a 5.6% increase.
b) All in favor: Lahman, Hilgren, Zuehlke.
c) Dissent: None.

4) Motion by Lahman to increase the Water and Sewer fund budgets with the following increase in water and sewer rates:

Water: Base Rate: $36.40 ($1.05 increase) Sewer: Base Rate: $37.13 ($1.08 increase)

Seconded by Zuehlke.
a) Discussion: Schroeder proposed 3 scenarios for budget increase; 3% on base rate; 2% base rate, ½% rate 1, ½% rate 2; 1% base rate, 1% rate 1, 1% rate 2 for water and sewer each. After discussion the council raised the base rate 3%.
b) All in favor: Lahman, Zuehlke, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

5) Motion by Lahman to adopt the Water and Sewer fund budgets. Seconded by Zuehlke.

a) All in favor: Lahman, Zuehlke, Hilgren.

b) Dissent: None.

6) Motion by Lahman to adopt the Liquor Store budget with reservation that it could change. Seconded by Zuehlke.

a) Discussion: The city council will review the budget next year after the new liquor store is built.

b) All in favor: Lahman, Zuehlke, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

7) Motion by Hilgren to adopt the Hospital fund budget. Seconded by Lahman.

a) All in favor: Hilgren, Lahman, Zuehlke.

b) Dissent: None.

Discussion: Knox was informed the Mayor and City Clerk are Fire Relief Association members and any discussion regarding the Fire Relief Association falls under the Open Meeting Law.

Motion by Hilgren to adjourn. Seconded by Zuehlke.
Respectfully submitted:
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