PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

SPECIAL MEETING

August 23, 2004
The meeting opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Jim Dauphinais, Donald Zuehlke, Carold Hilgren, and Larry Lahman and Kim Schroeder.  Also present were Tom Meyers – The Independent, John Potratz, Doug Hoffman, Kevin and Connie Birkholtz, Joyce and Nicole Goodrich, Judy Hemmerlin, Judy Wilke, Gilmore Jahnke, and Blayne Ferley.
1) Motion by Hilgren to approve a variance request made by Joyce Goodrich.  Seconded by Zuehlke.

a) Discussion: Goodrich would like to move an existing house from 216 S Clayborn Avenue to 221 N Sunset Avenue.

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Zuehlke, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.
2) Motion by Zuehlke to table a monetary donation to the Parkers Prairie Tennis Club until September 20, 2004 regular meeting. Seconded by Hilgren
a) Discussion: Judy Hemmerlin and Judy Wilke were present to request the council consider a monetary donation to the Parkers Prairie Tennis Club for repairs needed on the courts. Currently the tennis team has increased to 27 participants, there has also been a steady increase in the use of the courts by residents in and around the city. They also pointed out Parkers Prairie goes to other towns for matches however the towns do not want to come to Parkers Prairie because the courts are not in good condition.
Lahman commented the city is a tax entity as well as the school in which the school should increase their levy to cover the needed repairs.

Judy Hemmerlin commented the Parkers Prairie Tennis Club supports its own funding, the school does not contribute except for replacing the nets.
Lahman stated it is located on school property. Also, if the city donates towards the tennis courts the possibility of the football, wrestling and other groups will come to the city looking for a donation as well and these types of donations would not be in the city’s best interest.

Dauphinais and Hilgren expressed their support in a donation. They questioned how much money the club is looking for.

Judy and Judy both did not have a figure in mind at this time. The first stop was the city; they have not talked with the local Sportsman’s, Lions, Legion etc. groups, those are their next stop.

b) All in favor: Zuehlke, Hilgren, Lahman.
c) Dissent: None.
2) Motion by Lahman to install ‘No Parking’ signs around the High School. Seconded by Zuehlke.
a) Discussion: Doug Whiting has talked with Michael Martin regarding parking on the East side of Douglas Avenue. The school would like to have all students and staff parking in the parking lot. ‘No Parking ‘ signs school days 8:00 am – 3:00 pm will be installed in the following locations:

One block East side of S Douglas Avenue between E Elm Street and E Oak Street,
One block South side of E Elm Street between S Otter Avenue and S Douglas Avenue,

N 100’ East and West side of S Douglas Avenue starting at E Elm Street,

E 100’ North and South side of E Elm Street starting at S Douglas Avenue,

E 100’ North and South side of E Oak Street starting at S Douglas Avenue,

S 100’ East side of S Douglas Avenue starting at E Oak Street, and

West side of S Douglas Avenue starting at E Oak Street.

b) All in favor: Lahman, Zuehlke, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.
Discussion: Dauphinais received a call from David Dittberner questioning his sewer charge at 221 N Sunset Avenue. He has received information if the water is shut off at the main, water and sewer charges are not incurred. He stated the water was shut off several years ago and is still charged the minimum for sewer and has paid for several years. Due to this topic not on the special meeting agenda, it will be tabled until a later meeting.

3) Motion by Lahman to change the mayor and council salary to $50 per month for regular meetings and $15 per month each special meeting. Seconded by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: The mayor and council salary was modified to $50 per month and $15 each special meeting. If the member does not show up to a meeting, that member will not be paid for the meeting.

b) All in favor: Lahman, Hilgren, Dauphinais.
c) Dissent: Zuehlke.
4) Motion by Hilgren to table the budget until August 30, 2004 special meeting at 7:00pm. Seconded by Lahman.
a) Discussion: The budget was discussed per department as follows:

Mayor and council salary as stated in discussion 3) above,

Economic Development; Shorty Revering has contacted Lahman regarding Skip Carpenter, who was hired by Revering Group for the AbbeyMoor Medical, Inc. project. Revering Group is paying for Skip’s professional services however, the city in the near future will need to start paying for Skip. The Economic Development department currently budgeted $1,000, the council will increase that department to $3,000,
General Government was increased by $149 for administrative wages and miscellaneous increases,

City Buildings increased by $5,200 for repairs/maintenance, property insurance and other miscellaneous increases,

Lease Principal Payment on the city hall decreased by $843,

Police increased by $6,581 for wages and other miscellaneous increases,

Animal Control remained the same,

Fire Operating increased by $3,200 for miscellaneous increases,

Fire Relief decreased by $7,852,

Streets department increased by $16,602 with $5,000 increased in Contract Services account, $5,000 increased in Capital Expenditure for future equipment replacement, $5,000 in Storm Sewer Maintenance for storm sewer repairs, the remaining $1,602 for wages and miscellaneous increases,
Pool increased by $5,250 with $3,000 increased in capital expenditures for future equipment/pool replacement and $2,250 in miscellaneous increases,

Parks increased by $6,377 with $5,000 increased in capital expenditures for future mower replacement and the remaining $1,377 for wages and miscellaneous increases,

Trees was increased by $1,260 for future replenishment of boulevard trees,
Ambulance was increased by $2,000 with a separate account line item added for equipment replacement,

Debt Service for NW Project and 2002 Street Project increased $1,000 and $8,500 respectively.

Thus making an overall increase in budget at $47,974. Offsetting, State LGA increased by $27,495 and miscellaneous income increased by $2,588 thus making the total Levy increase for 2005 budget $19,891, a 7.2% increase.
Dauphinais questioned whether the council would like to proceed with passing the general budget or schedule a special meeting August 30, 2004 so all members can review the changes. The budget was tabled until August 30, 2004.

b) All in favor: Hilgren, Lahman, Zuehlke.
c) Dissent: None.
Motion by Hilgren to adjourn at 8:47pm. Seconded by Lahman.
Respectfully submitted:
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