PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

July 19, 2004
The meeting opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: George Knox, Larry Lahman, Carold Hilgren, Donald Zuehlke, and Kim Schroeder. Also present were Tom Meyers – The Independent, Jeff Arnold, John Kamphake, Kevin Birkholtz, Shorty Revering and Dennis Roers – Revering Group, Randy Hansen – AbbeyMoor Medical, Inc., Brian Rude – Midwest Bank, Don Shircliff, Ken Hadley and Clay Hager.
1) Motion by Zuehlke to approve the June 21st minutes. Seconded by Hilgren.
a) All in favor: Zuehlke, Hilgren, Lahman.
b) Dissent: None.
2) Motion by Lahman to approve the July 12th minutes. Seconded by Zuehlke.
a) All in favor: Lahman, Zuehlke, Hilgren.
b) Dissent: None.

3) Motion by Zuehlke to approve the Business Subsidy Agreement with AbbeyMoor Medical, Inc. Seconded by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: Dennis Roers of Revering Group was present to discuss the Business Subsidy Agreement with AbbeyMoor Medical, Inc. The agreement is modeled after the MNPro JOBZ site with alterations to meet AbbeyMoor Medical qualifications. This model will be used for all future JOBZ businesses within the City of Parkers Prairie. The total loan will be estimated at $1,182,000 financed from Small Business Association through the state, Midwest Bank, and a local loan pool of Midwest Telephone Company, Midwest Bank, Otter Tail Power Company, and West Central Initiative.
At this time the Agreement requires two signatures: Qualified Business (AbbeyMoor Medical) and Subzone Administrator. Dennis Roers explained that because of his position on the agreement he will be listed as the Subzone Administrator however he suggested that the council may want to list a council member or city clerk as well for a representative from the city. Lahman stated he would like to see the city clerk’s signature, which will be changed on the agreement.
b) All in favor: Zuehlke, Hilgren, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.
Discussion: Jeff Arnold was present to question how many blocks the council would like to overlay for2004. Usually there are 5 blocks done with overlay.
Lahman stated if the council is looking at overlaying streets then they should put curb and gutter as well. Knox and Hilgren stated curb and gutter is installed when there is a new construction or reconstruction, would not apply for overlaying streets. Knox requested the street committee and maintenance to make a list of streets that need to be done this year.

4) Motion by Zuehlke to allow the street committee to decided if ProSweep, Inc. should be hired again for fall cleanup before the annual Fall Festival.  Seconded by Lahman.

a) Discussion: ProSweep, Inc. had issued a quote of $750 for street sweeping Hwy 29 from JJ’s Gas to Sammy’s One Stop, 1 block of East Jackson St South of the Park, the maintenance road West of the park, and 2 blocks of West Soo St. The street committee will look into the need for sweeping and let Schroeder know.
b) Vote in favor: Zuehlke, Lahman Hilgren.

a) Dissent: None.
Discussion: There are sidewalks in town that are becoming hazardous to walk on. City ordinance states it is the homeowners responsibility to keep the sidewalk in good condition and the property owner abutting is responsible for payment. The sidewalks that are of concern are along State Hwy 29, Douglas Avenue and portions of sidewalks throughout the rest of the city. The street committee will look at the sidewalks in town and have the clerk send out letters to the effected property owners. Once the letters have been sent, city ordinance states the property owner has 30 days to repair or the city will hire out and charge the homeowner accordingly.
5) Motion by Zuehlke to purchase a new fire siren for approximately $3,500.  Seconded by Hilgren.
a) Discussion: The fire siren was removed from the liquor store to be moved to the North of City Hall. Fortwengler Electric looked over the siren, it was purchased in the 1920’s and is not in the best working condition; Doug Hoffman suggested the city could use the siren however, it may not work as well. A new replica siren will cost $3,200 plus or minus, and an additional $200 for a mount.
b) Vote in favor: Zuehlke, Hilgren, Lahman.
c) Dissent: None.
6) Motion by Lahman to hire Tammy Prokosch and Lorrie Turchin as part-time bartenders. Seconded by Zuehlke.

a) All in favor: Lahman, Zuehlke, Hilgren.

b) Dissent: None.

7) Motion by Hilgren to increase the minimum sewer rate $9.00 per quarter to $36.05. Seconded by Lahman.
a) Discussion: The current quarter minimum is $27.05. The sewer fund unreconciled cash balance as of June 30, 2004 was $(5,842.72). Knox recommended increasing the minimum $6 per quarter, which would increase $2,500 per quarter revenue. Hilgren motioned and seconded by Zuehlke but was later rescinded.

Kamphake and Shircliff suggested the minimum be increased to satisfy the state recommended charge for applying for grants for expansion projects. Knox explained gradual increases instead of one large increase may be better for residents to budget. The expansion projects are at least one if not two years in the future in which the city has time to gradually increase the rates.
Lahman recommended increasing $12 per month or $36 per quarter, an increase of $9 per quarter.
The residents will be charged $36.05 for the first 5,000 gallons, the rates set at Jan 1, 2004 for gallons above 5,000 used will remain the same.

b) All in favor: Hilgren, Zuehlke, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.
8) Motion by Lahman to accept the liquor store plans drawn up by Ringdahl Architects. Seconded by Zuehlke.

a) There will be approximately 110-120 seating, 21 around the bar, a few high tables, 4’, and 6’ tables.
One contemplation whether to put a privacy wall between the pool area and the bathrooms; there will be a partial wall for privacy mainly for the women’s.

Originally there was a door on the East wall, which has been removed because of lack of bartender viewing, this will allow an area for snow removal. The main entrance will be on the West wall facing State Hwy 29. A 12’ patio will be located on the South side of the building with a 6’ overhang and entrance from the South as well.

The main source of heat will be from air exchangers. In floor heat will be installed with off-peak heating. Lahman suggested in floor electric boilers.
A digital surveillance system will be installed for security.

The building will be built with wood. Originally poured concrete was considered however, due to costs plans went to wood. Don Shircliff and John Kamphake suggested to go with poured cement, in the long run will be more efficient. Knox will request Ringdahl to offer the option of wood or poured cement on the bid.

Have opted to go with asphalt shingles due to high costs in steel roofing. Shircliff mentioned steel roofing can be 1 ½ - 2 times more than asphalt however, steel will last years longer.
9) Motion by Zuehlke to accept June bills as presented with additional payment to Swenson, Lervick, Syverson. Seconded by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Swenson, Lervick, Syverson issued a late invoice of approximately $1,400 to be added to the payment in June.

b) All in favor: Zuehlke, Lahman, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

Discussion: Ken Hadley of Parkers Prairie Legion was present to question the city’s situation on putting a sign up for recognition of the 2001 State Champions Baseball Team. At one time the city considered incorporating a sign with the city signs at the North and South end of town. At this time the city has not installed new signs yet. Hadley questioned whether a sign could eventually be put in the City Park. Knox suggested he would look into different signs with various companies in the area.
Discussion: Clay Hagar, owner of Parkers Prairie Floral and Greenhouse, was present to discuss the property he owns across Lake Street South of the Floral Shop. Hagar is interested in building a duplex similar to Richard Lee’s further west. At this point, with city and county setbacks Hagar believes he will not have enough property to build. He is inquiring if the city would consider issuing a variance if needed. At this time the council sees no reason not to however, Hagar will need to present the variance to the council and be considered at a later meeting.
A motion was made by Hilgren to adjourn at 8:17pm. Seconded by Zuehlke.

Respectfully submitted:














Attested to:

Kimberly Schroeder















George Knox
City Clerk


















Mayor
