PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

INFORMATIONAL MEETING

July 14, 2004
The meeting opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: George Knox, Larry Lahman, Carold Hilgren, Donald Zuehlke, and Kim Schroeder.  Also present were Tom Meyers – The Independent, Tom Augustin and Bob Schlieman – Ulteig Larson-Peterson & Associates, Jeff Arnold, Ken Thoennes, Carl Henning, Merlin & Annette Hollatz, Don Shircliff, Frank Bettin, Richard Powers, Tom Langmade and Vic & Joyce Benzinger.
Tom Augustin opened the meeting to discuss the sewer and water expansion. Tom was asked to prepare cost estimates for each property owner. Handouts were disbursed and discussed going over the basic project cost and total. Owners present also received a cost estimate for their property based on square footage per lot.
The meeting was then open for comments as follows:

Don Shircliff questioned if the pumping station includes 50 plus homes for future hook up.  Augustin explained it will handle the additional homes. The pumping station would serve approximately 60 acres, this area is approximately 40 acres.

Shircliff also questioned the watermain and sanitary sewer costs, Augustin explained this included bituminous restoration.

Carl Henning questioned why the project will cut across the pine trees in Ponderosa Addition instead of digging up the bituminous. Augustin explained ultimately it would be cheaper to move dirt and trees instead of bituminous.

Vic Benzinger questioned whether Area 1 could be done without Area 2 being done. Augustin explained that is always an option.

Shircliff asked what would happen with his assessments since he owns two lots, he also explained he purchased two and built his home in the middle of both so there would not be an option to sell or build next to him. Augustin explained he would be assessed for the two lots even though his home is in the center of both.
Henning questioned how lots with a small frontage foot would get charged. Augustin explained the front footage and rear footage were added together and divided by two to derive at the average footage which would then be multiplied by the cost per footage.

Shircliff mentioned his lot is low but was interested if he could use self pumps in his home instead of the project digging 20’ below to get to his basement. Augustin explained that would be an option however the digging will not be a significant amount in difference.

Merlin Hollatz questioned what would happen if the electricity goes out, he is on the corner where the well house is and questions possible backup in his basement. Jeff Arnold explained the city as well as Otter Tail Power has a standby generator that would be hooked up for power supply. Augustin explained his house is higher than the well house and probably would not run into that problem.

Shircliff questioned what was the decision of putting the water in. Lahman explained part would be because of fire protection. The fire department will lose part of their fire rating because of the additional water flow in that area. Also, it would save costs if the water was put in at the same time instead of in the future hiring for digging and restoration again.
Bettin questioned if our current water tower could handle the additional homes. Yes.

Henning questioned if the project has to be done in so many years or is the county going to send notices and make the residents update. Ultimately everyone was explaining the project will not get any cheaper. The county does have certain homes it is concerned about however they are waiting to see what the city will do.

Shircliff questioned if Shorty Reverings unsold lots will be assessed immediately or what would happen. Knox explained that is one of the concerns at this point and possibly the lots would be deferred until sold.

Henning questioned how the assessments would get paid, would there be a 10% down, all paid, or taxes. Augustin explained if there were Public Authority Loans the council usually assesses 1% above the bond interest rate for assessments sent to taxes. The resident always has the option to pay before sending to taxes.

Bettin questioned the estimates if that includes any city payments or loans. Augustin explained this is an estimate of the project total and could change if the city receives loans and city portion of the project.
Benzinger questioned if there is anything that would help lessen the project costs. It was explained the city will apply for grants however they are getting harder to receive.

Augustin reviewed the ‘potential cost alternatives for funding’ handout which explained the determination of if grant funding could be obtained for Area 1 & 2. Also, consideration of serving the east side of Fourth avenue which is now in the township which if held would be a $52,000 decrease in project total and decrease the assessment rates for watermain and sanitary sewer.

Ken Thoennes explained at one time he was told he could make payments. Lahman explained if he wishes to not proceed with the city the county could make it difficult to install his own sewer system and would ultimately be out city and own sewer, however the city could not force him to hook up. At this time the council has no decision on whether Thoennes could make payments.

Augustin explained the city applied to be put on the Project Priority List that will come out in August and list all city’s who were selected.
Henning question is the city as a whole realizes their sewer rates will increase due to the project expansion. Not as of yet however a meeting will be held that would explain this.

Betting questions if raising the rates effects the projects cost. No, however, the state will not consider the city for grants unless the city increases sewer rates to their recommended amount.

Henning questioned when the city will decide to proceed, the longer prolonged the costs will incur. Knox stated the city will need to see if funding is available, also hopefully the August Project Priority List will have our city on it.
Motion to adjourn by Lahman. Seconded by Zuehlke.
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