PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

May 17, 2004
The meeting opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: George Knox, Larry Lahman, Jim Dauphinais, Carold Hilgren, Donald Zuehlke, and Kim Schroeder. Also present were Tom Meyers – The Independent, Jeff Arnold, John Kamphake, Ralph Hemmerlin, Kevin Birkholtz, Wilmer Thun, Larro Hilgren, and Gilmore Jahnke.
1) Motion by Hilgren to approve the April 17th minutes, with corrections. Seconded by Zuehlke.
a) Discussion: The discussion regarding the Hemmerlin property inquiry, west should replace east to show the inquiry is pertaining to the west side of the building. Also, during the discussion regarding hiring the consultant group LEAD, Dauphinais was not present but listed under all in favor, and Hilgren voted no in which he was listed under all in favor.
b) All in favor: Hilgren, Zuehlke, Dauphinais, Lahman.
c) Dissent: None.
2) Motion by Dauphinais to approve a variance request made by Tom & Kim Schroeder and Harvey & Carol Pearson, representing Ethel Grove. Seconded by Zuehlke.

a) Discussion: Schroeder’s would like to build a garage within 2 feet of their west property line. Pearson would like to build a garage within 5 feet of their east property line. Lahman stated future problems may arise when work needs to be done on the garages such as material landing on the adjacent property. The council would like to see both property owners stay at least 5 feet from the property line.
b) Vote in favor: Dauphinais, Zuehlke, Lahman, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.
3) Motion by Zuehlke to purchase 600’, 3/4” hose extension for the sewer jetter for $1,665.00 and repair/rebuild the root saw for $177.65.  Seconded by Lahman.
a) Discussion: Jeff Arnold was present to request the purchase of 600’, 3/4" hose extension for the sewer jetter. The hose is currently 475’ in length. He would like to purchase the extra hose to reach further for opening plugged pipes. The quote is $1,440.00 for the hose and $225.00 for additional adapters, nozzles and leader hose. Jeff also requested permission to repair/rebuild the current root saw at an estimate of $177.65.
b) Vote in favor: Zuehlke, Lahman, Hilgren, Dauphinais.
c) Dissent: None.
Discussion: At the April 19th regular meeting it was requested to get an estimate from Prosweep Inc for street sweeping before the city’s annual fall festival weekend. Schroeder received an estimate of not more than $750 to sweep all of State Hwy 29 from JJ’s Gas Station to Sammy’s One Stop, the business district of East and West Soo Street, 2 blocks of East Jackson Street south of the city park and the frontage road west of the city park. It was then discussed by the council Prosweep has not done an adequate job street sweeping with several blocks missed during the spring clean up schedule. The fall sweeping will be tabled until Prosweep is contacted in regards to the spring clean up.
4) Motion by Hilgren to increase the swimming lesson fees to $25 per student. Seconded by Lahman.
a) Discussion: City of Alexandria has increased swimming pool lessons fees to $35 per student. Schroeder suggested increasing the city’s fees to $25 per student.
b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Lahman, Zuehlke, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.
5) Motion by Zuehlke to hire Lifeguards at wages listed.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: 

Alberts, Patrick

$6.35

Second year







Alberts, Ryan


$6.35

Second year







Bartlett, Jane


$6.75

Sixth year







Bates, Brian


$6.70

Fifth year

Bates, Julia


$6.35

Second year

Bjerketvedt, Brittany
$6.25

First year

Bowman, Heather
$6.35

Second year

Cook, Jennifer

$6.25

First year


Dodds, Siobahn

$6.25

First year


Hemquist, Christina
$9.50

Pool Activities Manager


Huckle, Josh


$6.70

Fifth year


Moeller, Jonathan
$6.35

Second year

Moeller, Jennessa

$6.35

Second year


Ronning, Brittany
$6.25

First year

Zwieg, Dedra


$12.75

Water Safety Instructor
b) Discussion: Jennessa Moeller has paid and received her Water Safety Instructor course licenses. Jennessa would like to work with Dedra Zwieg during the swimming lessons with Water Safety Instructor comparable pay. After much discussion the council was not advertising for a Water Safety Instructor at this time and to pay regular lifeguard wages for the 2004 season. In the event Dedra Zwieg resigns in the future Jennessa will have equal opportunity to apply for the position.
c) Vote in favor: Zuehlke, Dauphinais, Hilgren, Lahman.
d) Dissent: None.

6) Motion by Dauphinais to call for 2 separate bids for the city owned property S 80’ of Lots 9 & 10, Lot 11 Ex Tr and & All Lot 12, Block 29. Seconded by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: Ralph Hemmerlin was present to discuss the city’s decision to sell the property to the west of 219 W Soo St. The city had the full parcel appraised which came in at $5,580.00. The full legal is the S 80’ of lots 9 & 10, Lot 11 Ex Tr & All Lot 12, Block 29. The council will call for 2 bids, one for Lot 11 Ex Tr and the N 50’ of Lot 12, Block 29, and the other for the S 80’ of Lots 9, 10, 11 & 12, Block 29. The appraisal estimated $.62 per square foot for calculating split sales. The bids will be due by 4:00pm, Monday, June 21st, 2004. Schroeder will publicize the bid notice. Ralph was also interested to know who will pay for the sidewalk to the corner of the block with a handicap ramp. An estimate was received from D & R Masonry of $2,114.50 for the sidewalk. The sidewalk will be discussed at the June 21st regular council meeting.
b) Vote in favor: Dauphinais, Hilgren, Zuehlke, Lahman.
c) Dissent: None.

7) Motion by Hilgren to hold a public hearing to vacate one block of Oak Street South of the high school. Seconded by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: At the October 20, 2003 regular meeting the council voted to temporarily close one block of Oak Street south of the high school. Barricades have been placed on the East and West side of the road for no entrance with the exception of delivery trucks for school deliveries. A public hearing will be scheduled to vote on closing Oak Street.
b) All in favor: Hilgren, Dauphinais, Zuehlke, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.
8) Motion by Hilgren to set June 21st as the public hearing date for closing one block of Oak Street South of the high school. Seconded by Zuehlke.

a) All in favor: Hilgren, Zuehlke, Dauphinais, Lahman.

b) Dissent: None.

9) Motion by Lahman to install No Parking signs 8:00am-4:00pm during school days on the South side of Elm Street. Seconded by Dauphinais.
a) Discussion: Comments have been received from residents on the North side of Elm Street why parking is allowed on the South side but not residential. A memo was received from Police Chief Doug Whiting stating his conversation with Superintendent Michael Martin stating no opposition with the city making the South side of Elm Street no parking 8:00am-4:00pm during school days consistent with the other areas around the school.
b) All in favor: Lahman, Dauphinais, Zuehlke, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

Discussion: Douglas Avenue parking was discussed. Dauphinais requested amending the motion for Elm Street to include Douglas Avenue. There is no parking on the West side of Douglas Avenue however, they would like to see no parking during school days 8:00am-4:00pm for the East side of Douglas Ave also. Gilmore Jahnke was present and suggested to allow residential parking only on the East side, some thoughts questioned the enforcement. Lahman would like to talk to the residents before amending his motion. Tabled until the next meeting.
Discussion: Schroeder received comparable sewer rates from cities similar in size. The sewer fund is barely keeping up financially for monthly bills. After receiving the January-March quarter revenue the sewer fund has approximately $4,500.00 in liquid cash for daily operations. After further discussion, the city would like time to review the rates received and table the proposed increase until the June 21st regular meeting. No action taken.
10) Motion by Hilgren to build the liquor store to the North of the City Hall. Due to lack of a second, the motion expired.
11) Motion by Lahman to purchase parcel #75000990124001, 75000990124005 and 75000990124900 for $125,000 for the liquor store building site with the exception that John Kamphake sell the two houses located on those lots. Seconded by Dauphinais.
a) Discussion: A meeting with the liquor store consultant group LEAD has not been carried out however, Knox has spoke with city attorney John Lervick regarding the city’s possibilities of building a new liquor store. Besides hiring an architect, the city has the opportunity to put the project out on bids but the city specs still have to be signed by an architect. Knox recommended either making a decision on the Kamphake land or passing and building elsewhere but sooner or later the city needs to make a decision. The land is owned by John Kamphake. The full legals are as follows: S 75’ of N 150’ of Lot 2 Block 10; N 50’ of S 150’ of Lot 2 Block 10; and S 150’ of Lot 1 & S 100’ Lot 2 Block 10. The city will purchase 225’ x 130’ of Lot 2 Block 10 for $125,000. There are two houses located on the lots in which Kamphake is asked to remove.
b) All in favor: Lahman, Dauphinais, Zuehlke

c) Dissent: Hilgren.

12) Motion by Lahman to accept April bills as presented. Seconded by Zuehlke.

a) Discussion: Prosweep Inc swept the city streets the beginning of May. There were questions of certain areas in town that did not get swept. Schroeder will contact Prosweep Inc to request they meet with city maintenance to finish the areas not done. The check for Prosweep will be held until the work is completed.

b) All in favor: Lahman, Zuehlke, Hilgren, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

Discussion: Hilgren questioned if the riprap around the ponds will be sprayed this year. He read a memo in the League of MN Cities cities should leave weeds around the ponds. Jeff Arnold was present and explained the weeds in the rocks next to the ponds are required to be disposed of.
A motion was made by Lahman to adjourn at 8:17pm. Seconded by Zuehlke.

Respectfully submitted:
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