PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

April 19, 2004
The meeting opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: George Knox, Larry Lahman, Carold Hilgren, Donald Zuehlke, and Kim Schroeder.  Also present were Tom Meyers – The Independent, Doug Whiting, John Potratz, John Kamphake, Ralph & Judy Hemmerlin, Shorty Revering, Rick Gappa, Jeff Silbernick, Gary Anderson, Larro Hilgren, Werner Knapp, Larry Welch, Ellen Toombs, Jody Ackerman, Evan Ackerman, Dan Ackerman, Will Herdman, Spencer Nelson, and Daniel Weisman.
1) Motion by Zuehlke to approve the March 15th minutes. Seconded by Hilgren.
a) All in favor: Zuehlke, Hilgren, Lahman.
b) Dissent: None.
2) Motion by Lahman to approve the March 25th minutes. Seconded by Zuehlke.

a) All in favor: Lahman, Zuehlke, Hilgren.

b) Dissent: None.
3) Mayor’s comments.

a) An apology was made to Shorty Revering regarding 36 acres of industrial park that Shorty would like to annex into the city. There was confusion on whether or not Shorty would like to continue the annexation during 2003. After talking with Shorty he is still very interested and would like the process to continue. The council will set a public hearing and the city will continue to get the annexation in progress.

4) Motion by Hilgren to approve a variance request made by Dennis Charbonneau.  Seconded by Zuehlke.

a) Discussion: Charbonneau would like to put a garage 9 feet from the road right-of-way property line, which requires a 15-ft setback to line up with the current north edge of the existing garage attached to his home.

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Zuehlke, Lahman. 

a) Dissent: None.
Discussion: Ralph and Judy Hemmerlin were present to discuss the lot west of their property located at 219 W Soo St, Hemmerlin Properties. They would like to replace the existing sidewalk in front of Hemmerlin Properties and want to know if the city is interested in selling the lot or would finish the sidewalk to the corner. The city is in favor of the sidewalk but would like the land appraised before making a decision to sell. The property involved is the North 50’ of lot 12, Block 29, Lakeview Addition. This will be placed on the May 17th regular meeting. No action taken.
Discussion: Ralph and Judy Hemmerlin, representing Hemmerlin Properties, and Shorty Revering and Rick Gappa, representing St Williams Church, were present to discuss the land located to the South of 219 W Soo St, Hemmerlin Properties. The city owns the property, South 80’ of lots 9, 10, 11 and 12, Block 29, Lakeview Addition, but Hemmerlin Properties and St Williams Church are interested in the lots. The city will have the land appraised and this will be placed on the May 17th regular meeting. No action taken.
5) Motion by Hilgren to allow Doug Whiting to purchase a new portable radio. Seconded by Lahman.
a) Discussion: Doug Whiting was present to request a new portable radio for the police department. One of the radios has had excessive work done recently and is getting old. A new radio would cost approximately $822; there is money in the budget for this expense.
b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Lahman, Zuehlke.

c) Dissent: None.
6) Motion by Zuehlke to allow the police department to participate in the Otter Tail County Safe and Sober Reinforcement nights.  Seconded by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: Otter Tail County is targeted in the top 10 highest accident county, the Parkers Prairie Police Dept was asked by Otter Tail County to participate in the Safe and Sober Reinforcement night during Holidays. The city will be reimbursed employees overtime plus 13% of the employee’s wage through this grant program. Doug Whiting was present to request the city allow the police department to participate in this program.
b) Vote in favor: Zuehlke, Hilgren, Lahman.
c) Dissent: None.

7) Motion by Hilgren to put a stop sign and street light up on the corners of Clayborn Ave and State Street and Clayborn Avenue and Florence Street. Seconded by Zuehlke.

a) Discussion: Doug Whiting was present to request a stop sign at the southwest intersection of Clayborn Avenue and State Street and a street light at the northeast intersection of Clayborn Avenue and Florence Street. Our current policy is to put a stop sign in at any T or 4-way intersection, this would follow current policy.

b) All in favor: Hilgren, Zuehlke, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.
Discussion: Knox asked John Kamphake if he knew approximately when the land development would start, John thought end of July. The cost from the City remains roughly at $25,000.
Discussion: There was discussion to see if any comments have been heard regarding the temporary vacate of Oak Street. There have been no comments and seems to be working fine. This will be tabled and discussed at the May 17th regular meeting.
Discussion: Lahman motion to talk to the high school regarding parking on the South side of Elm Street. There have been complaints from residents North of the high school that have vehicles parking in front of their property. There are No Parking signs installed on the North side of Elm Street however there was thought of installing No Parking signs on the South side also. Mention was made the school should be contacted first to allow them to respond and put on the May 17th agenda. Lahman rescinded his motion.
8) Motion by Lahman to hire Liquor Expansion and Development (LEAD) as liquor store consultants. Seconded by Zuehlke.
a) Discussion: There was much discussion from several present where the liquor store should be located. The council received information from a consulting group Liquor Expansion and Development (LEAD), Tom Agnes and David Stutelberg. After much discussion, LEAD will be contacted to request their consulting advice. 
b) All in favor: Lahman, Zuehlke
c) Dissent: Hilgren.

Discussion: A letter was received from Carl Lufft who has a 2’ x 3’ artwork done by Duane Hanson, a native of Parkers Prairie. Mr. Lufft is offering to donate the artwork to the City. All council members agreed this is a great opportunity and would like the artwork at the City Hall. Knox will contact Mr. Lufft for the acceptance.
Discussion: Schroeder mentioned the sewer fund cash balance is getting low. A major factor in the low balance is a result of the irrigator expenses the last couple years. Schroeder suggested the sewer rates should be considered for another increase. The council spoke about the current increase that was just applied January 1, 2004. Lahman mentioned to check with cities similar in size and compare rates. Schroeder will obtain rates and bring to the council at the May regular meeting.
Discussion: The liquor store was again discussed. Knox spoke with city attorney John Lervick whether it is legal for John Kamphake to build and sell to the city. Lervick suggested the city not allow that transaction for possible conspiracy of city avoiding architectural costs. John Kamphake mentioned the only reason he offered was to avoid architectural costs, not aware of the possibility of a conspiracy. Also, a letter was received from Wilmer Thun, 423 N Otter Ave, stating his opposition to the liquor store south of his residence. The council then listened to several minutes of residents present about where, why, and how the liquor store should be built.
9) Motion by Hilgren to allow the Fire Department to sell strong beer for their Street Dance on June 12th, 2004.  Seconded by Zuehlke.

a) Discussion: Fireman Jeff Silbernick was permitted at the February regular meeting to sell 3.2 beer at the street dance, however after reviewing the insurance policy they are also allowed to sell strong beer. Request was made to sell wine coolers, Mike’s Hard Lemonade and Smirnoff at the fireman’s dance also.
b) All in favor: Hilgren, Zuehlke, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

Discussion: The city received a letter from Rainbow Rider who is offering transportation service to and from Alexandria for the elderly. The council has no conflict with this service, no motion needed.
10) Motion by Lahman to accept March bills as presented. Seconded by Zuehlke.

a) All in favor: Lahman, Zuehlke, Hilgren.

b) Dissent: None.

Discussion: Hilgren talked to Parkers Prairie township concerning the sewer expansion. The township responded by saying they are not opposed to the expansion however, they would like the city to square off a specified area, a lump sum, instead of annexing only certain portions at each hearing. No action taken.
11) Motion by Hilgren to increase the pool manager’s salary $.50/hr. Seconded by Zuehlke.
a) Discussion: Christina Hemquist has applied for the pool manager/lifeguard position for 2004. Her 2003 salary was $9.00/hr, motion to increase wage to $9.50/hr.

b) All in favor: Hilgren, Zuehlke.

c) Dissent: Lahman.

d) Motion carried.

12) Motion by Zuehlke to increase the brush site position salary $.50/hr. Seconded by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: Jack Anderson has applied for the brush site position and has requested an increase in salary. His 2003 salary was $7.50/hr, motion to increase wage to $8.00/hr.

b) All in favor: Zuehlke, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: Lahman.

d) Motion carried.
A motion was made by Hilgren to adjourn at 8:34pm. Seconded by Zuehlke.

Respectfully submitted:
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