PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

INFORMATIONAL MEETING

March 25, 2004
The meeting opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: George Knox, Larry Lahman, Carold Hilgren, Donald Zuehlke, and Kim Schroeder.  Also present were Tom Meyers – The Independent, Jeff Arnold, John Kamphake, Mark & Donna Steidl, Russ & Harold Sowers, David Vogt, Ken Thoennes, Carl Henning, Randy Christianson, David Gappa, Larry Kneisl, Merlin & Annette Hollatz, Shorty Revering, Kari Springer, Vic & Joyce Benzinger.
Tom Augustin opened the meeting to discuss the sewer and water expansion. An outline was given to each resident present regarding the study. The discussion is for sanitary sewer expansion for the Southeast part of the city called Campbell Park Addition and Ponderosa Estates. There are about 30 homes that will be part of the expansion. There are two phases, phase one would start at Lake Street continuing South on Fourth Ave and following West on Campbell Street, continuing South following State Hwy 29 until Carl Henning’s property. Phase two would start at Carl Henning’s property and continue South following State Hwy 29 stopping at the end of Henning’s property. Cutting across Mark Stiedl’s property and connecting to Smart Circle continuing through Ponderosa Estates. There are five segments within the two phases, Segment 1: Lake Street to Campbell Street; Segment 2: Campbell Street to State Hwy 29; Segment 3: State Hwy 29 to beginning of Carl Henning’s property; Segment 4: beginning of Carl Henning’s property to the end of his property following State Hwy 29, cutting across Mark Steidl’s property and connecting to Smart Circle following Smart Circle until Revering Street; Segment 5 starting at State Hwy 29 and Revering Street following Revering Street into Benzinger Lane and servicing the remainder of the Ponderosa Estates. Easements will be needed in Segment 1, Segment 3, Segment 4 and Segment 5.

Larson-Peterson averaged a few hundred gallons used per day at 6,000 gallons usage total making it difficult for the present wastewater facility; Leisch & Associates is studying the capacity for the additional homes at this time and will report later.

Larson Peterson proposes a 10-inch water main for the project Ash Street and Douglas Ave would be able to at some point attach to the 10-inch main if needed, or any water mains that have the ability.

There was concern by the intersection of State Hwy 29 and Revering Street with the depth to deep; another pump station would be needed to cover this depth dilemma, to reduce costs an alternative route is proposed, that going between Mark Stiedl’s property.

All undeveloped land/lots would be stubbed out for future development.

The project is estimated thus far at $907,300, this includes any bituminous replacement. Phase one estimate $337,500; Segment 1 $111,900 (sewer $53,800, water $58,100), segment 2 $162,700 (sewer $63,900, water $31,800, pump station $67,000) and segment 3 $62,900 (sewer $34,800, water $28,100). Phase two estimate $569,800; Segment 4 $249,900 (sewer $136,400, water $113,500) and Segment 5 $319,900 (sewer $151,200, water $146,700). The project total includes all engineering fees.

The meeting was then open for comments as follows:

Tom Meyers asked if there was any idea what percentage, city pays compared to what the residents affected pay? Augustin does not know at this time.

Carl Henning questioned how deep the sewer goes? Augustin explained anywhere from 4-5’ in some areas to 20’.

Vic Benzinger questioned how wide the digging will be? Augustin said 30’, which would mean Ponderosa Estates would lose many trees.

John Kamphake questioned how big the pipes would be? Sanitary 8” and water 10”.

Carl Henning questioned if the city’s sanitary system could handle the extra usage? Augustin said the estimated additional usage would be approximately 250-300 gal/min in which the city’s system could handle.

Mark Steidl questioned if the residents have any choice or whether they are mandated to proceed with this process because of some residents sewer being condemned? Augustin explained there was a petition to look into this expansion however, the residents do not need to proceed in this fashion.
Carl Henning questioned what would happen if the area opts not to do the expansion. The plan would not proceed and/or only sections of the phase could be done. However, if Ponderosa Estates proceeds then all segments would need to be completed.

Randy Christianson questioned if the county could inspect the sewer systems at any time, and they can.

Shorty Revering questioned if condemning certain systems within 1,000 feet is happening all over. Augustin explained there are central systems problems with homes within 1,000 feet and that is why the county has looked at the homes, certain regulations to follow.
Carl Henning questions if the current system can handle this? Knox stated the current system can, the city will find out if there is money out there for funding but may have to be put on a waiting list for financing. There will be an additional impact on the community as a whole; sewer rates will increase in order to receive any dollar amount from grants.

Carl Henning questioned if the city mandates hookup. Lahman explained the resident will have to pay for the assessment but the city does not mandate hookup unless the sewer system fails or the state or county mandates this.

Mark Steidl questioned why the project running past his property can’t run down his driveway instead of running at a 90 degree angle cutting across the property? Augustin said they would look into an alternative route and the possibility down the driveway.

There was also question about annexation of township residents.

There were several questions as to how the project will be assessed to the residents. At this time the city does not know how the assessment will work because of the large dollar figure and the low number of lots also, because there are lots that do not abut the main roads, an alternative assessment strategy will need to be considered. Tom Augustin will get different calculations of assessment possibilities and report back to the council and residents. 
Knox asked for a raise of hands to show how many residents were interested in going to the next step (at no cost to the residents); a majority has requested the next step. The next step is to find out the assessment possibilities and getting dollar figures for the resident’s decision.
Respectfully submitted:














Attested to:

Kimberly Schroeder















George Knox
City Clerk


















Mayor
