PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

February 23, 2004
The meeting opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: George Knox, Larry Lahman, Jim Dauphinais, Carold Hilgren, Donald Zuehlke, and Kim Schroeder.  Also present were Tom Meyers – The Independent, John Potratz, John Kamphake, Lynn Edenloff, Jeff Silbernick, and Kevin Birkholtz.
1) Motion by Hilgren to approve the January 20th minutes. Seconded by Zuehlke.
a) Discussion: Dauphinais entered the room following the motion.

b) All in favor: Hilgren, Zuehlke, Lahman.
c) Dissent: None.
2) Motion by Zuehlke to approve the January 26th minutes. Seconded by Lahman.
a) Discussion: Add Larry Lahman to the list of those present.

b) All in favor: Zuehlke, Lahman, Dauphinais, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

3) Mayor’s comments.
a) A public comment/information meeting held by the County Highway Department regarding the Douglas Avenue Street project did not have the project on the list for years 2004-2009. However, the County said because the project is not on the list does not mean it would not be funded, once the city can provide their portion of the project the county will contribute theirs, but it would work best for them and would prefer to wait until 2008. If the city were looking at doing Douglas Avenue before 2008 they would borrow the money if needed. One plan around our area projected for 2008 is County Road 42 starting before Horsehead Lake (where they left off in 2003) and continuing North.
Discussion: John Kamphake was present to discuss the preliminary plan for housing development North of West Colfax Addition. There are 28 lots platted in the development. There were two handouts one color coded green, discussing sewer issues, and the other blue, discussing water issues. Kamphake would request the City extend Soo Street and make it a 9-ton road in which the City would pick up some of the cost. Soo Street would extend straight west to accommodate future expansion. 
The sewer lift station located by Lewis Addition is 20-ft deep, the city would need to go north approximately 630’ to the end of the property line. The City may want to look into extending Jackson Street as well in the event anything would develop in the future. The area will need to be dewatered the first block estimated at $18,000 because of the depth, the following two blocks to the west is estimated at $10,000. The lift station located on West Colfax Addition is designed to take everything going to the North and to the West. Sewer lines are platted to go through the alleys.
Depending on the size of pipe Soo Street has, Kamphake thought the water piping should be 8-inch down Soo Street and the rest 6-inch. City check into the possibility of another water tower. The water lines are platted to extend down the streets.

Kamphake requests the council to discuss how much they are willing to spend. He also is looking at starting the project sometime this summer while it’s a relatively dry season.
4) Motion by Zuehlke to allow church groups to meet in the Community Center Sunday mornings but out by 12:30pm. Seconded by Hilgren.
a) Discussion: A church group is interested in renting the community center. At this time the group is meeting from 10:00am to 1:30pm. They have agreed when another group would like to rent the center they will rearrange their schedule to accommodate. Lahman mentioned the city should get an agreement written and signed stating this stipulation. Hilgren stated the group should be out by 12:30pm. Church groups will be required to pay the current rental fee and deposit.
b) All in favor: Zuehlke, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman.
c) Dissent: None.

5) Motion by Zuehlke to raise the rental fee for the community center. Seconded by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: The rent is currently $25 with no kitchen and $35 with kitchen, also a $25 deposit (returned if there is no damage). There is question whether this is enough income to pay for overhead costs of normal rental use. After much discussion the rate will increase to $40 for no kitchen use and $50 with kitchen use above and beyond the $25 deposit (returned if there is no damage). The use of the kitchen will mean anything other than coffee being plugged in or used. 
Lynn Edenloff was present and explained problems left by some renters of things not returned to original position or cleaned up before leaving the center. A checklist will be prepared by Edenloff and Schroeder to handout to renters to check off certain tasks that need to be completed before they leave.
b) All in favor: Zuehlke, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.
6) Motion by Hilgren to issue a Beer Garden license to the Fire Department for their Street Dance in front of the Fire Hall on June 12th, 2004.  Seconded by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: Fireman Jeff Silbernick requested permission to have the Departments annual fundraiser in front of the Fire Hall.  The Department feels that having their fundraiser at the Fire Hall is more traditional.  The Department will get Dram Shop insurance for the Beer Garden.

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman, Zuehlke.

c) Dissent: None.
Discussion: Zuehlke contacted Lowell Dittberner, owner of Plants Beautiful Tree Farm North of town regarding the possible purchase of land for the liquor store. Mr. Dittberner is not interested in selling any land. Zuehlke also contacted John Kamphake regarding the land and homes owned north of the city park. Kamphake mentioned if the city were interested in purchasing those lots they would have 275’ north to south and 130’ east to west. Kamphake is asking approximately $65,000 for the yellow house and $45,000 for the red house, with an empty lot between for $15,000, total cost for land at $125,000. The city would have the option to sell the houses or Kamphake would do it for the city. A 20’ alley is platted east of the lots that could be abandoned as well. 
Also, Kamphake met with Dennis Hultstrand of B & H Builders and came up with an idea of building the liquor store privately and sell to the city, this would allow the city to save costs of hiring an engineering firm. Their proposal would include 12’ sidewalls, cement with foam on each side, 4’ brick design on three sides of the building, wood siding or vinyl siding to finish, and 4’ roof overhang. Also included is water, sewer, electrical, in-floor heat, electric boiler 3-fase service, and land leveled with class 5 for parking area. They estimate the cost to still come below $300,000 with the land. The material purchase would stay with the local businesses as long as they are competitive. The plumbing and air exchange may need to come from another source.
There was question whether there would be an engineering stamp in order for the city to own such a building. Kamphake assured there would be an engineering approval if they were to build.

There was also concern why the city is not looking at the empty lots north of the city hall. State law requires liquor establishments to be 1,000 ft from schools and churches. The liquor store as it sits has been grandfathered in.
7) Motion by Hilgren to hire Tom Agnes, manager of Northbranch Municipal Liquor, once the council meets with Agnes and it proves to be a worthwhile venture. Seconded by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: Knox contacted Mr. Agnes to arrange to meet to discuss the feasibility of a new liquor store. Agnes said the first meeting would be free however, the city would be required to drive to Northbranch, and subsequently he and another associate would drive to Parkers Prairie at an approximate cost of $50 per hour, an estimated total of $2,000-3,000 for his service thereafter. Mr. Agnes would be hired depending on how well the meeting in Northbranch goes.
The consensus of the council is the city is in need of a new liquor store and would like to see it built.

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman, Zuehlke.

c) Dissent: None.
8) Motion by Zuehlke to accept January bills as presented. Seconded by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Hilgren questioned the payment to Midwest Telephone under swimming pool budget. This is a one-year payment of the swimming pool phone line.
b) All in favor: Zuehlke, Lahman, Dauphinais, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

Commission Reports:

Knox:
Police Chief’s monthly report.
Hilgren:
City Maintenance is doing an excellent job during snowfall and cleanup on our city streets.
Zuehlke:
An ATM machine has been installed at the liquor store. The credit card

Lahman:
machine is doing well. The carpet and tile has been installed. 10% has been held, the north entrance door has not been completed due to cold weather, once that is completed, the 10% retainage will be paid.

Discussion: An informational hearing is planned for March 25th, 2004 to discuss the sewer expansion in the southeast section of the city. Tom Augustin will present the feasibility study completed by Larson-Peterson & Associates and the associated costs of the project.
Discussion: Tom Meyers mentioned the credit card company The Independent uses has an agreement that any checks that are non-sufficient, their company pays the Independent and goes after the criminal so the Independent is not out any payment. Schroeder will look into this for the liquor store.
Discussion: John Potratz was present to discuss the problem arising with the block work on the well house. The block is deteriorating and needs replacement. Potratz will contact D & R Masonry and get an estimate for the cost of replacement to prevent further damage and report back to the council.

A motion was made by Lahman to adjourn at 8:30pm. Seconded by Hilgren.

Respectfully submitted:
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