PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

January 20, 2004
The meeting opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: George Knox, Larry Lahman, Jim Dauphinais, Carold Hilgren, Donald Zuehlke, and Kim Schroeder.  Also present were Tom Meyers – The Independent, Jeff Arnold, Doug Whiting, John Kamphake, Curt Tabbert, Jerome Haggenmiller, Bryan Revering, Rick Ackerman, Evan Ackerman, Tom Augustin, Paul Ringdahl and Richard Hardine – Ringdahl Architects, Nathan Lahman, Kevin Birkholtz, and Curt Tabbert.
1) Motion by Hilgren to approve the December 15th minutes. Seconded by Zuehlke.
a) All in favor: Hilgren, Zuehlke, Lahman, Dauphinais.
b) Dissent: None.
2) Motion by Zuehlke to approve the January 4th minutes. Seconded by Hilgren.
a) All in favor: Zuehlke, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais.

b) Dissent: None.

3) Mayor’s comments.
a) Office of the State Auditor has began study of Municipal Liquor Store Survey. The survey created an interest in the legislation but the bill was transformed into a study at this time. No further action in legislation.
b) A public comment/information meeting will be held by the County Highway Department regarding street project for the years 2004-2009 in Fergus Falls on January 27, 2004. This is important to attend to get the Douglas Ave project on the agenda for the next county highway improvement program. Mention was made for any councilmember’s that would be interested in attending, Fergus Falls on January 27th and New York Mills on January 28th.
c) Landteam Inc. has sent a letter explaining the discussion with Central Specialties. Central Specialties has agreed to finish the 2002 street project punch list by June 1, 2004. See enclosed letter for breakdown of punch list.
d) West Central Initiative has sent information regarding housing projects and grants available for matching grants to help units of government or non-profit organizations demolish deteriorated structures in turn the participating partners’ build affordable housing up to $5,000 per lot provided not to exceed $25,000.
e) A letter was received from League of MN Cities listing other strategies cities used for budget cuts, a few examples are, parks and recreation, swimming pool fees, dog license fees, staff position layoffs, vacant or reduced hours for employees, changes in health insurance coverage, increasing water and sewer rates, imposing street light fees, drawing on reserves and delaying of capital projects.

f) Cities may have the duty to secure constructed ponds if it’s foreseeable that individuals, especially  children will be near such ponds. Cities are also legally responsible for exercising reasonable care and maintenance for the ponds. This is talking about the pond located within West Colfax Addn. Cities should make sure there is no recreational activity going on near or around the pond. Our ponds are not marked and the City should look into this.
g) A letter was received from the state of Indiana (correction to the original mention on tape from Tennessee) regarding the lawsuit with Easy Heat stating Indiana is proposing a one time buyout option of $2,500. Larson King is recommending the city sign a retainer and contingent fee agreement with Larson King stating the city will not participate in the one time buyout offer from Indiana. A questionnaire form will also be filled out that Larson King has requested.
Public Hearing was called to order.

1) Motion by Dauphinais to approve a variance request made by Dennis Charbonneau.  Seconded by Zuehlke.

a) Discussion: Charbonneau would like to put a garage 5 feet from the alley property line which requires a 10-ft setback. There was discussion on future sewer maintenance for the sewer line that runs through the alley. Lahman mentioned to Charbonneau the effect on the garage since it would be approximately 13 feet away from any work for sewer maintenance with machinery. A signed document was requested from Charbonneau stating the City would not be liable for any damages to the garage if the sewer line needed maintenance. Charbonneau stated he would consider other options before accepting the variance approval. At this time the City has received the variance fee of $70 but has not received the building permit fee. There was a call from Ron & Marilyn Sibert and a verbal from Bryan & Lisa Koehn to Schroeder with no opposition to the variance request. No permit will be issued until Schroeder hears from Charbonneau and receives the building permit fee of $15.
b) Vote in favor: Dauphinais, Zuehlke, Lahman, Hilgren. 

h) Dissent: None.
4) Motion by Lahman to approve the Resolution for charitable gambling by the Sportsman’s Club.  Seconded by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: Jerome Haggenmiller and Brian Revering were present to get approval for the Resolutions for charitable gambling for Parkers Municipal Liquor and T & A Bar & Grill. In addition, they discussed law issues that have changed for the Sportsman’s gambling license that must be complied with by April 2004. At this time the rate of rent is a set figure, the rent after April 2004 will depend on deposits made for each game, if a game is in the negative the rent is reduced, however, the rent could pay up to $2,000 per month depending on sales. Also, if a game is not in the negative but has not sold all of the tickets, the rent is not reflected.
b) All in favor: Lahman, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Zuehlke.
c) Dissent: None.

Discussion: Police Chief Doug Whiting was present with the 2003 Activity Report. Questions were asked about various incidents that occurred, the calls raised roughly 10% with animal complaints especially high. There was a large discussion on vehicle unlocks.  Whiting explained that due to a small town the police department still unlocks, Lahman stated other cities are charging for that service, Whiting explained other towns are simply not doing it anymore. Last year the police department changed their policy stating they will not put a tool in a door with a vehicle that has side airbags because of possible detonation and would result in a $200-500 repair, there are different ways that they use for vehicles with side airbags. Kamphake stated other cities make the person(s) sign a disclaimer before trying to unlock. Whiting will look into a waiver/disclaimer.
5) Motion by Dauphinais to approve $1,200 purchase of a new computer and software for the police department.  Seconded by Lahman.

a)  
Discussion: Police Chief Doug Whiting requested to purchase a new computer. The current computer is 5 years old. Software that is currently used has become outdated and replaced with a newer version. The police department occasionally uses information located on the old computer and would like to keep it for a few more years. Whiting has contacted Sherryl Mostad with PC Q & A located in Osakis and received a quote of $789.00 for hardware and $160.00 to transfer the data to the new system. If all goes well the cost would be the above mentioned but Whiting would like a ceiling of $1,200. The police department has money in savings that would cover the expenses.
b) Vote in favor: Dauphinais, Lahman, Zuehlke, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

6) Motion by Zuehlke to approve Terry Meier with Team Laboratory to spray weeds at the sewer ponds amounting to $2,000 per year.  Seconded by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: Meier proposed to spray both primary and secondary three time a year. This service can be done for $2,000 per year and Meier states they will contract out for a three year period. He is a licensed operator and uses EPA approved products. The ponds will be sprayed in the spring, middle of summer and the last coat, if needed, in the fall. It will not take care of mowing but will take care of the weeds. John and Jeff are not license to control weeds and for sewer ponds, a license is needed.
b) Vote in favor: Zuehlke, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais.

d) Dissent: None.
1) Motion by Dauphinais to allow Evan Ackerman to pursue the cost of a new skating/hockey rink. Seconded by Zuehlke.

a) Discussion: Evan Ackerman was present to discuss the current skating/hockey rink that is now in place. Due to the number of children at the skating rink that play hockey there is not much room for others to skate for leisure. Evan is interested in looking into raising funds from various groups or businesses to build a new skating rink either at the place it is now (Elementary School) or possibly at the city park. The only request from the city would be to provide the lighting. Evan is asking for permission to look into the idea at this time.
b) Vote in favor: Dauphinais, Zuehlke, Lahman, Hilgren.
c) Dissent: None.

2) Motion by Dauphinais to appoint The Parkers Prairie Independent of Parkers Prairie as official newspaper for the City.  Seconded by Zuehlke.

a) Vote in favor: Dauphinais, Zuehlke, Lahman, Hilgren.

b) Dissent: None.

3) Motion by Hilgren to appoint Midwest Bank of Parkers Prairie as official depository for the City.  Seconded by Zuehlke.

a) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Zuehlke, Dauphinais, Lahman.

b) Dissent: None.
4) Motion by Lahman to approve cigarette licenses for the following businesses. Seconded by Dauphinais.
i) JJ’s Gas & Grocery

ii) Dick’s Standard

iii) Koep’s Bait and Grocery

iv) Sammy’s One Stop

v) Madson’s Food Store

vi) Shyster’s

vii) T & A Bar & Grill.

a) Vote in favor: Lahman, Dauphinais, Zuehlke, Hilgren.

b)   Dissent: None.

5) Motion by Lahman to approve to give permission to Shysters to sell strong beer and wine on-sale.  Seconded by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: Because the Council approves both the on-sale 3.2 beer license and the on-sale wine license, they could give Shysters permission to sell strong beer.  If the 60 percent food sales requirement is not met, the wine license will go away and the Council could not then give permission to serve strong beer.  The State will determine if the ratio of alcohol to food sales is met.

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Zuehlke.

c) Dissent: None.

6) Motion by Zuehlke to approve On-Sale 3.2 beer licenses for Grandma Jo’s.  Seconded by Lahman.

a) Vote in favor: Zuehlke, Lahman, Dauphinais, Hilgren.

b) Dissent: None.

7) Motion by Zuehlke to approve On-Sale 3.2 beer licenses for T & A Bar & Grill.  Seconded by Hilgren.

a) Vote in favor: Zuehlke, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais.

b) Dissent: None.

8) Motion by Dauphinais to approve On-Sale beer license for Parkers Prairie Municipal Liquor.  Seconded by Lahman.

a) Vote in favor: Dauphinais, Lahman, Zuehlke, Hilgren.

b) Dissent: None.

9) Motion by Zuehlke to approve Off-Sale 3.2 beer licenses for the following businesses. Seconded by Dauphinais.
i) JJ’s Gas & Grocery

ii) Sammy’s One Stop

iii) Shyster’s

iv) T & A Bar & Grill

a) Vote in favor: Zuehlke, Dauphinais, Lahman, Hilgren.

b) Dissent: None.

10) Motion by Hilgren to approve licenses for Pool Tables, Games, and jukebox for Shyster’s and T & A Bar & Grill.  Second by Zuehlke.

a) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Zuehlke Dauphinais, Lahman.

b) Dissent: None.

Discussion: Knox stated the committees for 2004 would remain the same unless any council member felt there should be a change. Dauphinais mentioned the hardship for him to attend the Event Center meetings and questioned Knox if he would like to be on that committee. Knox agreed to take on the Event Center committee obligation.
Discussion: Tom Augustin was present to discuss the sewer and water expansion update. An outline was given to each member regarding the study. The discussion is for sanitary sewer expansion for the Southeast part of the city called Campbell Park Addition and Ponderosa Estates. There are about 30 homes that will be part of the expansion. There are two phases, phase one would start at Lake Street continuing South on Fourth Ave and following West on Campbell Street, continuing South following State Hwy 29 until Carl Henning’s property. Phase two would start at Carl Henning’s property and continue South following State Hwy 29 stopping at the end of Henning’s property. Cutting across Mark Stiedl’s property and connecting to Smart Circle continuing through Ponderosa Estates. There are five segments within the two phases, Segment 1: Lake Street to Campbell Street; Segment 2: Campbell Street to State Hwy 29; Segment 3: State Hwy 29 to beginning of Carl Henning’s property; Segment 4: beginning of Carl Henning’s property to the end of his property following State Hwy 29, cutting across Mark Steidl’s property and connecting to Smart Circle following Smart Circle until Revering Street; Segment 5 starting at State Hwy 29 and Revering Street following Revering Street into Benzinger Lane and servicing the remainder of the Ponderosa Estates. Easements will be needed in Segment 1, Segment 3, Segment 4 and Segment 5.
Larson-Peterson averaged a few hundred gallons used per day at 6,000 gallons usage total making it difficult for the present wastewater facility; Leisch & Associates is studying the capacity for the additional homes at this time and will report later.
Larson Peterson proposes a 10-inch water main for the project Ash Street and Douglas Ave would be able to at some point attach to the 10-inch main if needed, or any water mains that have the ability.
There was concern by the intersection of State Hwy 29 and Revering Street with the depth to deep; another pump station would be needed to cover this depth dilemma, to reduce costs an alternative route is proposed, that going between Mark Stiedl’s property.
Mention was made of a house that sits behind Mark Stiedl’s property where the proposed sewer and water lines would go, that will be looked into.
All undeveloped land/lots would be stubbed out for future development.

The project is estimated thus far at $907,300, this includes any bituminous replacement. Phase one estimate $337,500; Segment 1 $111,900 (sewer $53,800, water $58,100), segment 2 $162,700 (sewer $63,900, water $31,800, pump station $67,000) and segment 3 $62,900 (sewer $34,800, water $28,100). Phase two estimate $569,800; Segment 4 $249,900 (sewer $136,400, water $113,500) and Segment 5 $319,900 (sewer $151,200, water $146,700). The project total includes all engineering fees.
The cost per lot has not been determined. Because there are lots that do not abut the main roads an alternative assessment strategy will need to be considered.

An informational meeting will be held for the affected property owners to explain the projects feasibility study and get feedback. No motion needed.

Discussion: Paul Ringdahl and Richard Hardine of Ringdahl Architects were present to find out the council’s direction on a possibility of a new liquor store. There were several locations looked into some of which have since been sold or changed. Ringdahl and Hardine remark that it is ideal to have it on the right side of the road for easy on easy off parking which is critical for large vehicles and vehicles that have trailers or pull behinds etc.
They feel there are two segments to a liquor store, those that live in town and those that are passing by. Knox questioned whether the liquor store should stay on the main highway, Ringdahl stated the traffic count that we receive from vehicles on State Hwy 29 are high and we should keep it on the main road. Also, interest rates are low right now because of September 11.
There was concern if the legislature eliminates municipal liquor stores what the city will do with the building. Dauphinais stated information from the League of MN Cities the intent was for cities that are not generating a profit to offset city taxpayer’s money then those cities should not have one. The city should be concerned about this happening but if we stay on the positive side to offset other expenses we should not be that concerned about it at this time.

Knox brought up the fact that the larger cities private industries are saying the cities do not have any business being in the liquor store business.

Ringdahl referred the council to talk to Dave Stoodleberg who helped the City of Northbranch conduct research on a new liquor store. He also had good information regarding location, size, and other pertinent information in building a new liquor store.
Larry Lahman and Donald Zuehlke will contact Dittberner regarding the tree farm and possible purchase of some land and also John Kamphake regarding his property north of the City Park softball field. Hilgren mention our city ordinance states liquor cannot be within certain footage of schools or churches.

Ringdahl Architect estimated cost at $480,000 for a new liquor store, that includes the building and hard costs inside. No action at this time.
11) Motion by Hilgren to hire Diane Webb as Ice Rink Manager.  Seconded by Zuehlke.

a) Discussion: Derek Henning and Joey Johnston were hired at the December 15th regular meeting, Joey Johnston is unable to work. Diane Webb has submitted her application.

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Zuehlke, Lahman, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.
12) Motion by Zuehlke to accept December bills as presented. Seconded by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: Hilgren questioned the payment to Child Support Center, explained one of our employees has child support deductions withheld from his/her paycheck that he/she pays per month to Child Support Payment Center.

Hilgren also questioned the payment to Robert Dorn. The city has received several donations from businesses in town totaling $1,700, the City has paid $300 for a grand total of $2,000 that was paid to Robert Dorn for developing www.parkersprairie.net, the city’s web site page. Schroeder will get trained in by Dorn on ongoing changes that can be done to the web site.

b) All in favor: Zuehlke, Dauphinais, Hilgren, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

Commission Reports:

Knox:
Doug Hoffman is the fire chief for 2004.

Police Chief’s report as mentioned above.

Hilgren:
Mentioned the City may want to contact the City of Lake Wilson regarding the explosion that happened in their town similar to ours. Dauphinais delivered the fire departments used turn out gear (jackets, firehose, nomax hoods, new gloves) to Lake Wilson (the fire department received a grant and purchased new turn out gear for our firemen).
Discussion: John Kamphake is looking into developing 18 acres of land he owns located North of West Colfax Addition and interested in how much the city is going to participate in the development. There is a lift station that can handle the housing development but Kamphake would like to meet with the council and discuss what they want to do. The area gets 20 feet deep and Kamphake assumes it will be a dry season but would like to start on the project this spring. There are 24 houses platted, a preliminary plat has been done. Kamphake will get figures and report back to the council.
Discussion: Tom Myers expressed his view regarding open meeting laws. December 29, 2003 there was a meeting between the mayor, Terry Lejcher from Otter Tail County Land and Resource, and a resident interested in building, with three council members present in the room, no meeting was posted. Myers does not want any quarrels with council members and would like to work with the city but let it be known that is a violation of an open meeting law. There was some further discussion between council members present December 29, 2003 and those who had witnessed the people present in the council room. Myers mentioned The League of MN Cities is a great source for information regarding violations of open meeting laws.
Discussion: Curt Tabbert asked whether or not the council had made any decisions pertaining to Steve Hilgren’s building permit request. Knox states it can be but not the way Steve Hilgren has the buildings platted out at this time. The Southwest corner Hilgren has enough room to build a house, as far as the Northwest corner he does not. The setback requires 75’ from the high water mark. However, if there were water and sewer service available to the property the variance permits a 50’ setback from the high water mark. Another question was asked if Steve were to put footings in and does not put the house all the way over to the footing, that was allowable.
Tabbert also questions the road that Hilgren has constructed between Otter Ave (Old Highway 29) and his property. Terry Lejcher said if Steve wanted to continue to put the road in there is a policy that landowners can trade land meaning Steve could purchase another area of land and donate back to the DNR or make wetland to donate.
A motion was made by Dauphinais to adjourn at 9:49pm. Seconded by Lahman.

Respectfully submitted:
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