PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

December 17, 2001

The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Carold Hilgren—Mayor pro-tem, George Knox, Jim Dauphinais, Larry Lahman, Chief Whiting and Dave Campbell.  Also present were Tom Myers—Independent, John Kamphake, Rick Gappa, Jeff Silbernick, Jerome Haggenmiller and Dave Dittberner.

1) Motion by Knox to approve Minutes as presented for the November 19th 2001 meeting.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

2) Motion by Dauphinais to compensate volunteer firemen at the rate of $10 per meeting and $10 per training session.  This will not exceed current operating budget and will be built into next year’s budget.  Current compensation of $5 per month per fireman will be dropped.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: Fire Chief Gappa distributed copies of his proposal to the Council members.  Gappa requested the City compensate the firemen at the rate of $10 per person per meeting and per training session as an incentive to get more participation.  Based on current participation numbers, this would cost $4330, but could run as high as $6240.  The city currently compensates at the rate of $5 per person per month or $1560, regardless of participation.  The current $5 rate would be eliminated.  The dollars were not budgeted for 2002.  The current practice is to transfer any of the remaining General Fund Fire Departments operating budget to the Equipment Fund at the end of the year.  For 2002, the compensation will come from the remaining operating budget before transfer to the Equipment Fund, but will not exceed what remains in the operating budget.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

d) Abstain: Lahman

3) Motion by Knox to approve an On-Sale Wine License requested by Dave Dittberner.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: Campbell explained that the wine License is issued by the State after Dittberner’s business is inspected by the State and he can show that 60 percent of his business is food.  The State won’t do anything until the local government approves the request locally.  Campbell also noted that the Municipal Liquor Store does not sell wine On-Sale and recommended the Council approve the request.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

4) Discussion: Dauphinais has some City Sign pictures but forgot to bring them along.  His comment was that there was nothing special out there.  Tabled till next meeting.

5) Motion by Lahman to approve Chief Whiting’s request to order a new Police car.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: Whiting explained that the current marked car was four years old and starting to have higher maintenance costs.  He also stated that four years of service still allowed four years of service as a back-up car.  It was also noted that the money had been saved over the past four years and was on hand.  The car, on State contract, is expected to cost $20,937.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

6) Motion by Knox to approve the Sportsman’s Club request for Pull-Tab License at the Municipal Liquor Store and Shysters.

a) Discussion: Renewal of license.

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Dauphinais, Knox, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

7) Motion by Knox to hire Anthony Thoennes as Ice Rink Manager.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Anthony worked the rink last year without any problems.  Campbell recommended Anthony be hired again.

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Dauphinais, Knox, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

8) Motion by Dauphinais to pay the November bills as presented.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: none

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

9) Motion by Lahman to certify the 2002 Budget levy of $233,313.00 to the County.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: Campbell explained that due to all the property tax law changes and the short time the Counties had to implement the changes, the Counties were not able to get the proposed tax notices out in time for a Truth-in-Taxation meeting.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

10) Motion to approve and accept the maintenance workers Union contract as presented.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

11) Motion by Lahman to direct Stahlberg Nyberg to conduct a Feasibility Study for the improvements on south McCornell by the elementary school and west Lake St. by the Event Center property.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion:  Campbell noted that this was the first step required by State Statute if any of the work is to be assessed.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:
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