PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

November 19, 2001

The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Gary Anderson, George Knox, Jim Dauphinais, Larry Lahman, Carold Hilgren and Dave Campbell.  Also present were Tom Myers—Independent, John Kamphake, Rich & Susie Lee and Marvin Vogelgesang.

1) Motion by Hilgren to grant a setback variance to Rich & Susie Lee.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion:  Anderson recognized Vogelgesang as a neighbor and asked how he felt about the project and the request.  Vogelgesang said he was in favor of the project but he would like to see the building set back towards the lake further rather than cutting down on the street side.  Anderson then asked Campbell to report on the meeting with Mike Nyberg, Rich Lee and Council members Dauphinais and Hilgren.  Campbell noted that he had talked with the County Land and Resource Management Office concerning lakeshore setbacks.  The County allows variances to the 75-foot setback under narrowly defined circumstances.  Shorty Revering indicated that he was in favor of the project and would consider selling some of the property on the north side of the street in order to shift the right-of-way to the north.  Lee is willing to move the project back towards the lake but is limited as to how much.  Nyberg suggest that the buildings be swapped east to west and west to east for a gain of about 2 feet.  He also suggested Lee provide a ten foot utility easement to the City which does not count against the setback.  After more discussion, the Council agreed that by combining the building adjustment, a 67-foot lakeside set back, the ten-foot utility easement and about 4 feet of the Revering property to move the road right-of-way, Lee will have met the setback requirement.  Hilgren made those adjustments conditional for granting the requested variances.

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman, Knox

c) Dissent: None.

2) Motion by Dauphinais to approve Minutes as presented for the October 15th 2001 meeting.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

3) Motion by Dauphinais to allow the school to barricade the north end of the alley in Block 48.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Michael Martin wants to block off the north end of the parking lot to force entry/exit to the south behind the Little Dipper and to cut down on student traffic on Oak St. Where the bus traffic will be.  

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

4) Discussion: Dauphinais has some City Sign pictures but forget to bring them along.  His comment was that there was nothing special out there.  Tabled till next meeting.

5) Motion by Knox to adopt the Parking Ordinance as presented.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: The Ordinance was discussed at the previous meeting.  At that time, the Council requested a prohibition against overnight parking of large trucks.  The Council was concerned about the weight of trucks on residential streets, the driving obstruction they present and the refrigeration units running at night.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

6) Motion by Hilgren to make a $500 donation to West Central Initiative.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: Campbell noted that the City made a $500 donation to West Central Initiative Fund and wanted to know if the Council wished to make the donation again this year.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

7) Motion by Dauphinais to Not waive liability limits offered by LMCIT.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Accepting the waiver would allow somebody to sue the City for dollars above the Statutory limits.  So far the Courts have recognized and followed the Statutory limits.  The City has no incentive to waive the liability limits.

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Dauphinais, Knox, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

8) Discussion: Campbell told the Council about a visit from Lyle Nesvold, a building inspector working for the Lakes Country Service Co-op.  Lakes Country is offering building construction inspection services for small communities.  The Council would need to adopt the building code for the City.  The Clerk would take the permit applications and the fee.  The fee is determined by the dollar value of the project.  The City keeps 10 percent, the Co-op gets 8 percent and the rest funds the inspectors.  Nesvold will come to address the Council and explain the program in more detail.  The Council thought this might be a good idea but wanted more information.  Nesvold will be invited to the December meeting and possibly a public meeting in January.

9) Motion by Lahman to hire Larson Peterson to resolve MPCA issues with the sanitary ponds and the City’s permit to operate.  Second by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: Campbell submitted the City’s permit renewal request early in 1996.  MPCA is now concerned about Nitrate levels in some of the monitoring wells and wants an application plan developed plus some other issues.  The questions are very technical and beyond the City Staff’s ability to answer.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

10) Motion by Dauphinais to pay the October bills as presented.  Second by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: none

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.
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