PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

October 15, 2001

The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Gary Anderson, George Knox, Jim Dauphinais, Larry Lahman, Carold Hilgren and Dave Campbell.  Also present were Tom Myers—Independent and John Kamphake.

1) Motion by Lahman to approve Minutes as presented for the September 17th and October 3rd 2001 meetings.  Second by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

2) Motion by Hilgren to demo the old “upper” sewer plant building as soon as possible and demo the “lower” building by June 1st, 2002.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: Hilgren expressed concern that the building was left to deteriorate to such a state that repairs were not cost effective.  The bid cost of $4,500 plus the possible cost of replacing the roof deck exceeded the demo cost of $3,500.  The City Police Dept. stores some “No Parking” signs for Fall Festival in the building.  The Lions and the American Legion store some materials and equipment for their fundraisers, which can be moved to the lower building for the short term.  Campbell is to contact DNR to see if there is any interest or money to develop the area into a fishing park.  

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

3) Motion by Knox to approve a pull-tab gambling permit application from Shysters benefiting The Confidence Learning Center.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: One member observed that the profits leave town.  The application is a renewal.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

4) Motion by Knox to approve the DNR’s required Deed Restriction for the City Park property.  Second by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: The Deed Restriction is that the City Park property remain outdoor recreational property unless DNR gives permission for some other use.  The restriction is a requirement of the DNR grant.  

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

5) Discussion: Campbell asked the Council what their expectations for “Welcome to Parks…” signs are: repaint the existing signs, have an open contest for new sign designs, or ask sign painters to design a new sign.  Dauphinais offered to take pictures of city “Welcome…” signs as he goes about his travels.  The issue will be discussed more at future meetings.

6) Motion by Knox to approve parking restriction plan around the High School.  Second by Lahman

a) Discussion: Police Chief Whiting presented a restricted parking plan for around the High School.  The plan was developed with the School District Superintendent Michael Martin.  The goal was to restrict parking on Hwy 29 and surrounding streets during school hours.  It also creates two short-term visitor-parking areas.  The creation of the new parking lot and the parking restrictions should clear Hwy 29 and open clogged side streets.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

7) Discussion: Chief Whiting introduced a proposed Parking Ordinance.  The City has not ever had one and the only time parking becomes a problem is during Winter snowfall.  The Council asked that the Ordinance also address trucks in residential areas, specifically, semi’s parking overnight on residential streets.  The Ordinance was tabled until the truck issue is addressed.

8) Motion by Knox to allow Campbell to proceed with a Web Site from GovOffice through the League of MN Cities.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: The League introduced GovOffice at the Breckinridge regional meeting.  It is a Windows menu driven product that allows subscribers to reasonably build and maintain Web pages without having extensive programming knowledge.  The one-time fee of $300 is based on population and there is a $25 per month fee.

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Dauphinais, Knox, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

9) Motion by Dauphinais to have Campbell order off-peak furnace for the police garage from Otter Tail Power.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: The in-floor electric off-peak heat in the police garage has failed.  Campbell has put the required estimate together and sent them to Easy Heat for approval.  They should pay the entire amount but it may take some time for them to respond.  There will also be lead-time for the furnace.  Campbell would like to at least get the furnace ordered regardless of what Easy Heat does as the weather is getting colder.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

10) Motion by Lahman to approve a twenty-one year water tower cleaning contract with a level payment of $590.63 every six months.  Second by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: Liquid Engineering Corp is the company that just inspected and cleaned our tower.  They made a contract offer to inspect and clean (as necessary) our water tower every three years for as long as we wished to contract for a level payment every six months.  The cost increases by about 1 percent every ten years.  This contract will ensure the new tower is properly inspected and maintained for years to come. 

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: Knox.

11) Motion by Hilgren to pay the September bills as presented.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: none

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
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