PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

SPECIAL MEETING

August 30, 2001

The meeting was opened at 5:00 PM with the following present: Gary Anderson, George Knox, Jim Dauphinais, Larry Lahman, Carold Hilgren and Dave Campbell.  Also present was Tom Myers—Independent, John Kamphake, Ray Caauwe, Chris Thorson—Larson Peterson & Assoc., Rick West—Otter Tail County Highway Dept. and Roger Froemming—Otter Tail County Commissioner

1) Motion by Lahman to restore the Fire Department Capital Expense account from $5,000 to $15,000.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: Campbell had discussed the proposed reduction to $5,000 with Chief Rick Gappa based on the fact that the budgeted $15,000 had not been spent in the past few years.  The Capital Expense account is budgeted to be the City’s contribution to the Fire Equipment Fund.  The additional $10,000 would increase the Levy approximately 6 percent over last year. 

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Lahman, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: Hilgren.

2) Motion by Hilgren to proceed with the Soo St. sidewalk project.  Second by Dauphinais. 

a) Discussion: Campbell presented the contractor quotes for the project as follows:

i) Concrete: D&R Masonry




$35,750 plus performance bond.

ii) Electric: Parkers Electric




$3,500 to $4,000 depending on the amount of trenching required.  


iii) Excavation: JJ’s Company: 



$2,500 to remove concrete, $4 cu. Yd. For dirt removal and $4cu.  Yd. for clean fill, depending on amounts required.

iv) Plumber: Randy’s Plumbing:



Time and material.

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

3) Motion by Knox to for the City to work with the County to do some exploratory digging of Wednesday morning, September 5th, at 8 A.M. in an effort to find where storm water flooding RK’s Café is coming from.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Rick West and Chris Thorson gave a brief history of the flooding problem at the intersection of Colfax St. and TH 29.  In 1996, Campbell contacted Rick West about the flooding problem and confirmed that one block of Colfax and one block of Douglas were also C.R. 95.  West acknowledged the problem existed and that the County had a responsibility.  West hired Larson Peterson & Assoc. to do a study and preliminary planning.  The resulting project involved the entire Douglas Ave. drainage system.  A major share of the storm water comes from TH 29 so MNDot agreed to pick up about 26% of the cost, while the County would fund about 55%.  That left the City with 19% or about $130,000.  The City then added new water services, hydrants, and a couple sanitary manholes which raised the City’s cost to about $300,000.  The City tried unsuccessfully to petition the State Bonding Bill for the money.  Since then, MNDot has adopted a slightly different policy when it comes to participating in shared storm water projects.  They could fund it 100%, or nothing.  West indicated that he felt they would participate to at least the previously indicated level.  He would approach MNDot for an indication of which way they might go.  When funding for the Douglas Ave. project fell through, the Council agreed to have they County proceed with CSAH 42 project understanding the Douglas Ave. project would be on hold for at least two years.  Dauphinais asked if the County would waive the two-year policy if the City could come up with its share of the money.  West allowed that there was money in a different pot that could be used, but the County Commissioners would have to vote to move it over.  The County will try to get revised cost estimates for the Douglas Ave project.  Larson Peterson, at the County’s request, went back to the Colfax / 29 intersection to see if there might be some short-term fix.  The only thing that appeared possible was to run a new line from 29 to McCornell into the Clayborn Ave. system.  However, recent additions to the Clayborn system have maxed it out.  In an effort to provide Caauwe some relief, Anderson suggested we do some exploratory digging in an effort to determine where the water is coming from.

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Dauphinais, Knox, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:
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