PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

August 20, 2001

The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Gary Anderson, George Knox, Jim Dauphinais, Larry Lahman, Carold Hilgren and Dave Campbell.  Also present were Tom Myers—Independent, John Kamphake, Susan Brickweg, Dave Neiman—Rural Water, Chris Thorson—Larson Peterson & Assoc., Rick West—Otter Tail County Highway Dept. and Roger Froemming—Otter Tail County Commissioner

1) Motion by Hilgren to approve Minutes as presented for the July 16th and August 8th 2001 meetings.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

d) Discussion:  Campbell introduced Susan Brickweg of Prairie Country Consulting and Dave Neiman from Rural Water.  Brickweg is working for the City to complete the Wellhead Protection Plan.  Phase One is complete and we are well into Phase Two.  One of the requirements in Phase Two is to hold a public meeting to receive comments.  No one was present specifically for the Wellhead Protection meeting.  Brickweg and Neiman briefed the Council on the progress of the Wellhead Protection Plan and suggested that it would be completed in the near future. 

2) Motion by Knox to proceed with the CSAH 42 project as described by Chris Thorson and Rick West and to give Campbell authority to sign agreements or Resolutions between the County and the City on behalf of the City.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: Chris Thorson briefed the Council on the CSAH 42 project.  He described design and construction schedule of the storm water sewer, water and sanitary sewer systems.  He then described the project funding from the City, County and State.  Rick West indicated he needed a Resolution from the City but did not have it with him.  Knox suggested that the Council empower Campbell to sign the resolution when West sends it to the City.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

3) Motion by Dauphinais to approve a Reimbursement Resolution for a variety of projects.  Second by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: If the City decides to sell Bonds in the future to finance projects, a Reimbursement Resolution allows the City to finance projects now and reimburse it’s self once the costs are known and the Bonds are sold.  A list of potential projects is attached to the Resolution and will be filed in the Clerks office as required by Statute. 

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

4) Motion by Hilgren to Pay the July bills as presented.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Dauphinais, Knox, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

5) Discussion: Dauphinais gave a brief presentation of his trip to the Duluth League of MN Cities convention.  He had an opportunity to visit with several consultants involved with Strategic Planning.  He found that most were geared towards larger cities but found one association that has planners around the State and are more focused on smaller communities and are more inclined to tailor a plan to a community.  Campbell will contact the association for more information.

6) Discussion: There was more discussion concerning the Clark/Kamphake Florence Ave. right-of-way property and building.  Kamphake has not completed negotiating with another party and is not ready to talk to the City.  There was some discussion concerning the need for more maintenance space.  Hilgren suggested that adding on to the existing building to the East would be a sensible thing to do as all equipment and material would be under one roof.  Lahman expressed concern about blocking the area to the east because of limited access to the existing building from the South (Otter Tail Power owns adjacent property and the City has to cross the property line in order to use the south door).  Larro Hilgren asked that the City consider fixing the roof on the old upper sewer treatment building as birds were making a mess of the Legion’s Fall Festival bar material.  Campbell suggested that the storage be moved to the lower building and demo the upper building.  Campbell will work with Kamphake about cost.

7) Motion by Hilgren to approve a Resolution seeking MNDot funding for the CSAH 42 project.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

8) Motion by Hilgren to accept the annual budget as presented.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: Campbell mailed the budget summary and the Department line item work sheets, both revenue and expense, to the Council members for their review.  The elimination of HACA and the new LGA formula and how it would affect the State Aid revenue was a concern.  The new LGA came in about $32,000 above last years combined HACA and LGA.  There was some discussion concerning the Fire Departments Capital Expense account reduction.  Knox commented that he was happy with the way the budget was presented that it was straightforward and easy to understand.  Dauphinais also indicated his approval.  

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Dauphinais, Knox, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
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