PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

July 16, 2001

The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Carold Hilgren, Mayor pro tem, George Knox, Jim Dauphinais, Larry Lahman and Dave Campbell.  Also present were John Kamphake, Brian Hiles—Stahlberg-Nyberg, Dawn and John Zimmerman, Wendy VanBatavia, Wendy Silbernick, Mindy Kramer, Kirsten Kramer and Roger Froemming

1) Motion by Dauphinais to approve Minutes as presented for the June 18th 2001 meetings.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

2) Motion by Knox to accept construction plans for Jackson St. and Park St. as presented by Brian Hiles and to place the work out for bids.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Hiles presented the plans for the two sections of Park and Jackson Streets.  He noted the extra manholes being installed in Jackson and the water main work.  They estimate the project at $104,933.50.  Hiles stated that the estimate might be high because recent experience has bids coming in at 85 to 90 percent of the estimate.  The Bid opening will be August 7th at 11 AM at City Hall.  A Special Council meeting will be held on August 8th at 5 PM to receive recommendations from the Engineers and consider contract award.  

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

3) Motion by Knox to return $20,192.65 to the Jaycees for playground equipment and the City will provide wood mulch surfacing material.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: Wendy VanBatavia and Wendy Silbernick, speaking for the Jaycees, stated that the Jaycees Playground equipment committee decided to continue with the project without the DNR grant.  The City will provide the excavation, curb and surfacing material.  Originally, the surface material was to be pea gravel, but pea gravel is not considered an accessible surface.  In order to comply with accessibility requirements using pea gravel, a significant number of “sidewalks” with accessible tiles would be required.  The requirement for those sidewalks and tiles goes away when the wood mulch is used.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

4) Discussion: Kirsten Kramer described the condition of the parade float that is used by the Royalty in parades.  She indicated that much of the wood was warped and that the float was generally in need of an overhaul.  The discussion then became a matter of who owned the float.  It sounded like the Chamber of Commerce originally owned the float and the float could not be modified without their permission.  The Chamber has been out of business for several years but apparently there are some voices out there saying the float can not be worked on.  There was more discussion but the only thing decided was that there were no immediate safety issues.  The Council asked Campbell to try to determine ownership and facilitate repairs.

5) Discussion: Campbell reported that WSN returned his call and had then called Lee’s Construction.  Lee expressed surprise and told Reed Becker that he (Lee) would have to check it out.  Predictably, Lee has not shown up.  Campbell suggested that he talk with the City Attorney to determine a course of action.  The Council agreed.

6) Motion by Lahman to replace the sanitary sewer under E. Jackson east of the tracks.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: While discussing the water main replacement, Lahman stated that the sanitary line ran very close to the water line and very shallow.  If the water main were dug up, the sanitary would collapse into the trench.  The sanitary should be replaced, but replacing the water main will require the sanitary be replaced.  Kamphake stated that he could do the work for less than $10,000 if the City bought the pipe and manholes.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

7) Motion by Dauphinais to replace the water main under E. Jackson east of the tracks.  Second by Knox. 

a) Discussion: The existing main is 4 inch and there is no hydrant at the west end for flushing.  The project would upgrade to 6 inch main with hydrants at both ends and one at the corner of E. Jackson and 4th Ave.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

8) Motion by Lahman to abandon the storm water catch basin under Ricky Hart’s driveway but to assess Ricky Hart for future storm water system work by his property in a future project.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: Campbell sent Hart a letter requesting he remove that portion of his driveway that was blocking the catch basin.  Hart protested by phone and Campbell suggested that he (Hart) attend the Council meeting to express his concerns.  Hart said he could not attend a meeting because of his job.  Campbell then suggested he write the Council a letter.  Just before the Council meeting, Campbell received a letter from Dan Thoennes, Hart’s across-the-street neighbor.  In summary, the letter said that there was no water problem and if there were he, (Dan) would be on the receiving end of it.  John Potratz, City Maintenance Superintendent, reviewed that letter and suggested it be put on file and leave the driveway alone.  Campbell carried that recommendation to the Council.  While upset that Hart covered the catch basin, they agreed with the recommendation except that Hart be assessed some cost of a future storm water project for obstructing the existing catch basin.

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Dauphinais, Knox, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

9) Discussion: Campbell talked with the League of MN Cities and received some printed policy information.  The League said that each pond needs to be evaluated as to the risk each poses.  A pond next to a Daycare facility should probably be fenced where a pond in an industrial park probably does not need to be fenced.  A local fence company estimated $3,500 for a 4-ft. chain link fence around the pond in West Colfax Addition.  Kamphake stated that the developer, Shorty Revering, still had plans for cleaning the bottom of the pond so that it drains better.  Campbell will speak with Revering to see what his intentions might be.

10) Motion by Dauphinais to accept construction bids, (attached) totaling $5,679.94, and the electrical bid of $5,205.33, for the City Hall emergency generator shed.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: Only one bid for each trade was received.  Hilgren asked how much was budgeted for the project.  Campbell said he thought $25,000 was the budget amount.  Hilgren noted that it looked like it was going to run to $30,000.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

11) Motion by Dauphinais to pay the April bills as presented.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: Bills included one for $3,500 for tree and branch removal.  Campbell has applied for relief through FEMA for storm related expenses.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais. 

c) Dissent: None.

12) Discussion: Roger Froemming, County Commissioner, asked if there was any further word on solving the storm water problem at RK’s Café.  Campbell told the Council that Larson-Peterson had done some research and concluded that, based on elevations, the only reasonable short term solution would be to connect the Hwy 29 system to the Clayborn system via W. Colfax.  Soon after that conclusion we had another hard rain and the Clayborn system, via W. Colfax, flooded Jerome’s yard to his house and the overflow from West Colfax Addition ran backward into the pond.  That plan was dropped.  At this time, it does not appear that there is any short-term fix.  The solution will be the Douglas Avenue project.  Next year will be a State Bonding Bill year so we will try to get the money we need for our share of the project.

13) Discussion: Campbell presented the January through June Liquor Store inventory.  Lahman commented that he thought it looked good.  

a) Motion by Lahman to hire Terry Zimmerman as a part-time Bartender.  Second by Dauphinais. 

b) Discussion: Campbell stated that he has been advertising off and on for the past two years and this was the first application he felt comfortable with.  Terry will be replacing Maureen Bowman.  Maureen has remarried and moved to Miltona and was no longer able to work Friday nights.

c) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais. 

d) Dissent: None.

e) Motion by Dauphinais to pay the June bills as presented.  Second by Knox.

f)  Discussion: None.

g) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais. 

h) Dissent: None.

16) Discussion: Dauphinais asked the Council if they had a chance to look at Mark Simonson’s front yard water problem and what the City should do about it.  Dauphinais contends to Ritter’s driveway, located in the easement, is too high, is blocking the drainage and the City should fix it.  Knox feels that it is a problem between neighbors, regardless of the easement issue, and the neighbors should work it out themselves.  Campbell suggested that the front yard may be a little low and some black dirt carefully spread and seeded would be a cost-effective solution.  Lahman expressed concern about building the yard up to much because water standing on the pavement will leech out the oils and ruin the tar.  Everybody except Dauphinais agreed it was not the City’s problem, but Dauphinais could offer black dirt from the pile left on Florence St.  Hilgren noted that Anderson suggested McCornell Ave. should be looked at for a rebuild in the near future and that would probably take care of the standing water problem.

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.
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