PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

SPECIAL MEETING

June 4, 2001

The meeting was opened at 5:00 PM with the following present: Gary Anderson, Carold Hilgren, Jim Dauphinais, Larry Lahman, George Knox and Dave Campbell.  Also present were Tom Myers—Independent, Richard and Suzy Lee, Lon Saude, Mike Rooney and Connie Tarasek.

1) Motion by Lahman to set the assessment payback at $750 per year at 6 ½ percent interest on the unpaid balance.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: Rooney and Tarasek were present to talk about the sidewalk project.  Tarasek asked how long the front door would be blocked.  The Council agreed that there was a problem with that last year and it would be addressed this year.  Campbell explained that the estimates that were sent out were based on last year’s work per foot.  Items like excavation and fill depend on the amount of black dirt at each site.  Plumbing will vary depending on how much time it takes to get the new service to the business.  Rooney asked for two separate services for his building because they are two separate properties on the abstract.  The Council discussed the assessment payment and decided on $750 per year as a minimum and 6 ½ percent interest on the unpaid balance. 

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Lahman, Knox, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

2) Motion by Knox to advertise the Soo Street Sidewalk project for bids.  Second by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: See preceding motion

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Hilgren, Knox, Dauphinais. 

c) Dissent: None.

3) Motion by Hilgren to proceed with Annexation South of TH235 and west of Sammy’s.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: Rich Lee of Rockwell Construction addressed the Council.  He is in the process of buying the Woodworth property along the north shore of Lake Adley.  The property is in the Township and is subject to County Lakeshore Management building restrictions.  He would like to build three duplexes aimed at seniors.  Without City water and sewer, the County probably would not allow that kind of development.  The Council gave tentative approval for the project pending annexation.

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Lahman, Knox, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

4) Discussion: Campbell informed the Council that he had offered the City owned property north of Prairie Village and south of PAI to Rich Lee as a possible site for senior housing development.  Campbell had sent a letter to Emil Madsen, the developer of the two Prairie Village units asking if he was interested in developing the property.  He declined the offer.  Neither Lee nor Campbell made any commitment.

5) Motion by Dauphinais to purchase a stationary propane fueled emergency generator and automatic transfer switches from Alliance Energy Systems for $19,242.00 and to seek bids on a generator for the sanitary lift station at Lake Adley.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: Hilgren thought the money should be put towards other projects.  Anderson relayed an offer from Midwest Telephone that the City could use their portable generator, if Midwest was not using it, to power the water plant.  Dauphinais stated that he felt the 45 minute window to get the PTO generator to the Lake Adley sanitary lift station is too small and the risk of a spill into Lake Adley and calls to DNR and MPCA to great to not consider putting a stationary emergency generator at the Lake Adley lift station as well City Hall.  Knox noted that there have been more tornados’ in Minnesota in recent years and what that means to the power distribution system.  Lahman pointed out the rolling blackouts in California and the predictions that those rolling blackouts could become a nation wide problem.  Dauphinais talked with Mr. Chattin, the City Administrator at Burnsville, about their generators.  They have five portable generators that they dispatch to the City Hall, the school, the nursing home and the water and sewer plants.  But Burnsville is a power provider and as such is kind of obligated to provide backup power.

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Knox, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: Hilgren.

6) Discussion: Campbell provided the Council members with a breakdown of Jackson St, Park St. and the County road 42 projects and the dollar amounts that would be necessary from water, sewer and streets to make a potential Improvement Bond payment.  Existing funds were not included in the breakdown and projection.  With the realization that we would probably have to Bond in any event revived the discussion about the water main from Hwy 29 to 4th St.  Campbell informed the Council that Larson-Peterson engineer had suggested that we run a storm-water pipe from Hwy 29 west on Colfax to an existing storm-water manhole at McCornell and Colfax.  If that work was to be done, should street restoration include the next block of Colfax?  That would make W. Colfax rebuilt from Hwy 29 through to West Colfax Addition.  Campbell was asked to see if the water main project and the storm-water project could be added to the County CSAH42 project as Add/Alts.

7) Motion by Lahman to approve a Change Order to the Block 5 project at a bid cost of $5,522.80.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: Previous work on Dayton Ave. lowered the street to provide gravity drainage for Florence St. and Dayton Ave.  That removed several inches to a few feet of cover for the water main.  The Change Order will replace the 25 year old main with new pipe from State St. to Florence St. and add a valve at State St.

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Lahman, Knox, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

8) Motion by Dauphinais to approve the Lions Club request for Gambling (raffle) Permit in association with Fall Festival.  Second by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: None

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Lahman, Knox, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

9) Motion by Lahman to approve the Prairie Snowdrifters request for a Gambling (raffle) Permit in association with the Fall Festival.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: None

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Lahman, Knox, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

10) Motion by Dauphinais to hire Lifeguard Kirsten Kramer, 3rd Yr., at $6.35/hr.  Second by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: None

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Lahman, Knox, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:
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