PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

June 18, 2001

The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Gary Anderson, George Knox, Carold Hilgren, Jim Dauphinais, Larry Lahman and Dave Campbell.  Also present were Tom Myers—Independent, Brain Jacobson—Paul Julin & Company, John Kamphake, Roger Doble and 

1) Motion by Hilgren to approve Minutes as presented for the May 21st and as corrected for the June 4th, 2001 meetings.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: Knox was left off the attendees’ list of the June 4th, 2001 meeting.  Campbell will correct.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

2) Motion by Knox to accept the annual audit as presented by Brian Jacobson.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Jacobson presented the audit of the City’s finances and procedures.  He highlighted fund balances and noted that funds and budgets were consistent with previous years.  The only finding concerned Segregation of Duties, that of having Schroeder responsible for revenues and expenses.  He also noted that this is a typical finding for smaller cities that do not have the staff to separate the revenue and expense responsibilities.  

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

3) Motion by Knox to not replace Soo St. water main from Hwy 29 to 4th Ave (east of the tracks).  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: Anderson spoke with a person who is familiar with fire flow issues and that person suggested that moving from a 6” main to an 8” main would not have a significant impact on fire flow.  Anderson also talked about future looping by JJ’s and looping under the tracks to existing mains already east of the tracks.  The estimated $160,000 cost and the good condition of the existing main were also factors in the Council’s decision to not replace the main.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

4) Motion by Lahman to approve and record the deferred water and sewer assessments against Block 5 property owners and Don Carlson west of Block 5.  Second by Hilgren.

a) Discussion:  Campbell presented the assessments as determined by Larson Peterson Engineers.  The assessments are deferred until property owners connect to the systems.  The property owners who have already connected have paid in full. 

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

5) Motion by Dauphinais to hire Liquid Engineering Corporation at $2,950 to clean and inspect the water tower storage interior.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: The City of Osakis and Parkers Prairie are both contracting with the same company at the same time.  We will save $150 each by jointly hiring the contractor.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

6) Motion by Hilgren to deny Orville and Claudia Farrell permission to move a house trailer onto their lot.  Second by Lahman. 

a) Discussion: There was no building permit request to act on.  The denial was based on the principle that putting a house trailer on that lot would put two living quarters on one lot.  The Council instructed Campbell to send the Farrell’s a letter and that if they wished to peruse the matter they would have to file for a conditional use permit.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

7) Motion by Lahman to proceed with ‘housewrapping’ the cupola.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: Campbell explained to the Council that the cupola over the front entry was leaking.  Upon examination by a licensed carpenter, it was determined that the cupola had not been wrapped and with all the angles of the cupola, leaking was inevitable.  The house wrap prevents the water from getting to the structure.  The building specifications require the entire building be wrapped, but it appears that only the “conditioned” spaces are wrapped.  Campbell has a call into the Architect to find out what, if any, recourse we might have with the General Contractor.  The contractor's correction period is for one year.

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman.

c) Dissent: Knox feels we should look for recourse through WSN and the City Attorney before the City assumes the responsibility of wrapping the un-wrapped areas.

8) Motion by Knox to allow Campbell to determine whether water and sewer improvements under 4th Ave and East Jackson should be done by local contract or by County contractor as part of the CSAH 42 project.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion:  Campbell asked the Council about water and sewer replacement under 4th Ave and East Jackson.  These streets are going to be rebuilt as part of the turn-back of CSAH 42.  The pros and cons of the City or the County doing the contracting were discussed at length.  The Engineers estimates of the projects seemed to be excessive but the matter of timing two contractors in the same area working on essentially the same systems is also a concern.  Campbell will talk with County Engineer Rick West to determine the best course of action.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

9) Motion by Hilgren to not allow MPCA to reopen demolition pit by brush site for disposal of debris from last week’s storm.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: The County approached Campbell to see if the city would consider opening the demolition pit.  The debris would be from out in the County.  Campbell reminded the Council that the City was not allowed to reopen the site when we had the old house by the park to dispose of.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

10) Motion by Dauphinais to pay the April bills as presented.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: Bills included one for $3,500 for tree and branch removal.  Campbell has applied for relief through FEMA for storm related expenses.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais. 

c) Dissent: None.

11) Motion by Dauphinais to adopt a resolution allowing only parallel parking on Soo St. east of the tracks and a resolution allowing a County project within the City limits.  Second by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: There was some discussion about the parallel parking resolution on Soo St. A closer reading indicated that the restriction only applied to parking east of the tracks.  The second resolution allows the County to work a project within the city limits.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman, Dauphinais. 

c) Dissent: None.

12) Discussion: Dauphinais asked the Council about taking some action to eliminate the storm water standing in front of Mark Simonson’s house.  Dauphinais suggested that Ritter’s driveway is to high and blocking drainage to the ditch south of Ritter’s.  There was considerable discussion about setting a precedent, where does the line get drawn on which drainage problems get fixed and which do not and how much money does the City spend fixing problems it did not create.  Someone pointed out that normally storm water soaks away quickly.  The Council agreed to look at the Simonson’s problem for later discussion.

13) Discussion: Hilgren expressed concern about the City’s liability for the storm water detention pond in West Colfax addition.  Options ran from signs to fences to doing nothing.  Campbell will contact LMC for advice.

14) Discussion: Campbell informed the Council that Ricky Hart had paved over a storm water catch basin when he paved his driveway.  The consensus of the Council was to send him a letter giving him 30 days to uncover the catch basin and allow free drainage to it.

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
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