PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

March 19, 2001

The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Gary Anderson, George Knox, Carold Hilgren, Jim Dauphinais, and Dave Campbell.  Also present were Tom Myers—Independent, Veronica & Scott Turchin, Lori & John Anis, Dave Matheson, and John Kamphake.

1) Motion by Hilgren to approve Minutes as presented for the February 20, 2001 meeting.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: Hilgren pointed out that neither Knox nor Roach were present to vote on item 10.  Campbell will make the correction.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

2) Motion by Knox to approve Lori Anis and Veronica Turchin’s request for Business License’s as follows: On & Off Sale 3.2 Beer, Pool Table, Games and Juke Box.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: Lori and Veronica have purchased Mr. Mikes as of April 2001 and will be doing business as T & A Bar and Grill.  John Anis asked about a Set-Up license but Scott and Veronica said they did not want a Set-up license.  

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais. 

c) Dissent: None.

3) Discussion: Campbell distributed a report from Larson-Peterson concerning the CSAH 42 project.  Chris Thorson is recommending that the City replace the water and sewer lines that are located under CSAH 42 and under the railroad tracks.  Those two projects are estimated at $145,000.  Anderson suggested that while we were tearing up Soo St. for the sidewalks and water services we should consider replacing the 6” main with an 8” main.  Other questions were raised for which there were no answers.  Campbell will have Larson-Peterson look at the cost of adding Soo St. from THW 29 to the tracks.  A Special meeting will be scheduled for April 2, at 5:00 P.M.

4) Motion by Knox to purchase one set of bleachers for the softball field at a bid price of $3,523, including tax and delivery from Seating And Athletic Facility Enterprises.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: Knox got a quote sheet from the high school.  Campbell called for prices and was quoted the $3,523 for a 5 row, 21’ all aluminum section with chain link side and back guardrail system.  Assembly is an additional $840 but can be done by a small crew from a civic club if available.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

5) Discussion: A question was raised about the water being murky.  Campbell said that he had some comments and that John and Jeff were going to flush the mains weather permitting.

6) Discussion: David Matheson asked the Council if they would ever consider an On-Sale Liquor License for his restaurant.  Matheson does not want the license for himself, but prospective buyers have asked if an On-Sale license would be available.  Because of State laws regarding qualifications for applying and holding a liquor license, the Council can not approve a license to an unknown person but indicated to Matheson that an application might be favorably considered.

7) Motion by Knox to install a camera based security system in the Liquor Store.  Second by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: Campbell expressed concern for the employees in light of the Katie Poyier and Rachel Anthony (Green River) abductions.  Both abductions occurred late evening and in small towns.  Poyier’s case may have been solved, at least in part, by videotape evidence.  Campbell checked some catalogs and put together a system that would have run about $5,000.  Chief Whiting suggested Campbell call a retired Douglas County Deputy, Jeff Callaghan, who owns a security business (Security Unlimited, Inc.).  Jeff offered a quote of $2,305.46 for a four camera system installed but without VCR’s.  He said we could get VCR’s locally and less expensive than through him.  Hilgren suggested Hollatz TV as a source.  Jeff also offered a panic button system for $627.21 and that if we accepted both proposals, he would reduce the installation cost by $300.  A panic button system has been a topic of discussion in the past but because of uncertain response, the issue was dropped.  This system would dial out to a 24-hour Security Service that would call the store and/or City/County Police.  The service would be an on-going expense of $15/month.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais. 

c) Dissent: None.

8) Motion by Knox to approve a Resolution to the State Legislature requesting sales tax exemption for the Park Project and the Event Center Project.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion:  The State has granted sales tax exemptions for major projects in the past.  There are several bills in the Legislature again this year that would exempt Cities from pay sales tax, but similar bills did not make it last year and there is no guarantee they will make it this year.  If the resolution is approved, we have our bases covered either way.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais. 

c) Dissent: None.

9) Motion by Hilgren to pay the February bills as presented.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais. 

c) Dissent: None.

10) Campbell advised the Council that the Board of Adjustment is scheduled for April 5th at 10 A.M.  A quorum is required.  Campbell will send out reminders.

11) The Council expressed their appreciation and Thanks to John, Jeff and Bob for their efforts in clearing the streets and sidewalks of snow so quickly this winter. 

12) Anderson mentioned that Ken Hadley was available for mowing this summer.  Campbell noted that Don Zuehlke has been mowing but only seems to be available in the morning and the clippings are left in large clumps.  If he can’t mow in the afternoon, we will have to get somebody else.

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.
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