PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

February 20, 2001

The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Gary Anderson, George Knox, Carold Hilgren, Jim Dauphinais, and Dave Campbell.  Also present were Tom Myers—Independent, Dawn Zimmerman, Marcia Ratajesak, Val Jahnke, Larry Welch and Gayle Madson.

Mayor Anderson turns meeting over to Mayor Pro tem Hilgren

1) Motion by Knox to approve the Conditional Use request presented by Kathy and Gary Anderson.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: Anderson opened the discussion by saying they had considered rezoning the property but felt that would be permanent.  A conditional use permit would only be in effect while he owned the property.  Because the conditional use is specific, it also gives the Council more control over the use of the property.  Anderson wants to lease out the west half of the building located in Block 33, the south fifty feet of lot 3.  Anderson stated that the building would be used by an electrical contractor to store supplies and that outside storage would not be allowed.  He also said he visited with all his neighbors and no one seemed to have a problem with the proposal.  Al Riedel’s only concern was that the outside continues to be maintained as it has been.  Hilgren asked for comments from the audience.  Gayle Madson pointed out that the building was already being rented out for boat storage and why is the Mayor able to get away with that.  After some more comments, Dauphinais asked Madson if he was for or against the request and Madson stated he was against the request.  Dauphinais noted that we can’t go back, history is history and the Council needs to make a decision based on what is in front of it now.  Myers added that all the required notices were published when the new building was built.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

d) Abstain: Anderson.

Hilgren returned the meeting to Mayor Anderson.

2) Motion by Hilgren to approve Minutes with corrections for the January 16, 2001 meeting.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: Hilgren pointed out that neither Knox nor Roach were present to vote on item 10.  Campbell will make the correction.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

3) Motion by Knox to sponsor an Arts Grant request for Sam Eli.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: Campbell explained that Sam Eli is bringing a woodcarver to Parkers for a two-day workshop.  There is a $500 grant available through the Arts Council to help defray expenses.  Normally Sam goes through the school but the school had already sponsored a grant and could not immediately do another.  The grant sponsor must be a 501(c)(3) organization.  There is no cost to the City.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais. 

c) Dissent: None.

4) Motion by Hilgren to purchase the 1995 Chevy pick-up from the Fire Department for the Maintenance Department.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: Campbell suggested the cost of the truck be equally split between the Street, Park, Water and Sewer Departments.  There was some discussion about who owned the truck and why were we buying it from the Fire Department if the City owns the Fire Department.  Campbell offered that we were swapping cash assets from the four departments for a vehicle asset in the Fire Department.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

5) Motion by Hilgren to grant the Jaycees a Strong Malt Beverage License for the Fall Festival weekend.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: The Jaycees want to sell coolers, Mike’s Hard Lemonade and Smirnoff’s Ice, also a hard lemonade beverage.  Because the two lemonades are stronger than 3.2 percent alcohol, the State requires they have the Strong Malt Beverage License.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais.

c) Dissent: None.

6) Motion by Hilgren to approve Beer Garden license request from the American Legion for the Fall Festival pending proof of insurance.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: None

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais

c) Dissent: None.

7) Discussion: Anderson mentioned that the City should take a look at putting fence in front of the dugouts and along the east side of the City softball field as a safety issue.  He also suggested we look into a small set of bleachers.  Knox volunteered to look at those issues and report to the Council.  

8) Motion by Hilgren to pay the January bills as presented.  Second by Dauphinais.

a) Discussion: None. 

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Dauphinais. 

c) Dissent: None.

9) Discussion: Campbell pointed out that the Board of Adjustment is scheduled for April 5, 2001 from 10 am to 11 am.  A quorum is required.

10) Discussion: Campbell pointed out the Liquor Store inventory as of December 31, 2000 included in the Council Member packets.  Campbell also noted that, at his request, conducted a mini-inventory with Lahman on Sunday, Feb18th.  Lahman selected a half-dozen products at random and the actual count compared to the computer inventory was 100 percent.

11) Anderson invited the Council to attend the Public Meeting for the Event Center on Sunday, February 25th at 2 PM at the elementary school gym.

12) Campbell advised the Council that the new heaters were installed and operating.  Easy Heat had sent a letter, that when signed, would release them of any further responsibility.  The letter was written so that they would be released for the entire building.  Campbell pointed out that there were six original in-floor heat zones and only two of those zones were being fixed by the new heaters.  Campbell drafted a release letter for only the two zones involved and asked the Council if he could run it by the City Attorney.  The Council agreed with that approach.

13) Dauphinais relayed some conversations he had with a Parkers Prairie Township board member as related to fire contracts and charges.  Dauphinais made a suggestion on how that could be fixed but the town board member decided things weren’t so bad after all.

14) The Council brought Knox up to speed on the Lake Adley Park bike path project that was discussed at the last meeting.  Knox felt that might be a worthwhile project.

15) Anderson spoke with the residents on Elm Street between Hwy 29 and McCornell about being assessed for curb and gutter along that block.  Interest was not running very high and the Council decided to pull that from this year’s street project.

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.
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