PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

December 20, 1999

The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Gary Anderson, Carold Hilgren, Mark Roach, Larry Lahman, and Dave Campbell. Also present was Tom Myers—Independent, and Connie Tarasek.

1) Motion by Hilgren to approve minutes for the November 10th, 15th and 22nd, 1999 meetings. Second by Roach.

a) Discussion. None

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Hilgren, Lahman

c) Dissent: None.

2) Motion by Lahman to restrict snow piling behind (north) the Vet Clinic.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: Ms. Tarasek complained that Dave Madson of Madson’s Foods had piled snow on her property behind the Vet Clinic and that there was not enough room in the alley for them both to pile snow.  She also stated that they mow the alley in the summer.  Hilgren offered to have the Streets committee look at the problem and come back with a recommendation.  Anderson thought the Council should deal with the question at hand.  After considerable discussion, Campbell suggested that Madson could pile his snow at the north end of his east lot, then have it hauled out by JJ’s Company or some other outfit when the snow pile got to large.  The Council agreed. 

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Hilgren, Lahman

c) Dissent: None.

3) Motion by Hilgren to certify the levy of $204,455 to the County Auditor.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: The levy was the same as the September figure with $248 added by the County Auditor as the City’s payment to the Township for the Ponderosa Estates.  As a result of the annexation, the City and the Township split the tax revenue generated by the annexed property for five years with the Township getting 4/5ths the first year and the City getting 1/5th.  In the fifth year, the ratio will be reversed.  The County has that information and the City will receive all of the taxes from Ponderosa Estates, but must forward $248 to the Township for 2000.  The Auditor added the $248 to our September levy request before it was sent to the State.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Lahman, Hilgren.  

c) Dissent: None.

4) Copies of the 2000 Union contract were passed around for signatures.  There was no discussion.

5) Motion by Hilgren to contract with Paul Julien to audit the 1999 City books for $4,800.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: Roach commented that, in his experience, the $4,800 was a reasonable cost.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Lahman, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

6) Motion by Lahman to amend the Tobacco Ordinance, dropping the requirement that the City conduct compliance checks.  Second by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: The State has dropped the requirement that cities make annual compliance checks.  Under a grant from the Federal Department of Agriculture, the State is doing the compliance checks in the cities.  Our checks would be redundant.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Lahman, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

7) Motion by Roach to accept and approve the 1999 Annual Evaluation and Planning System report from the MPCA and to send a letter of acknowledgement to the MPCA.  Second by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: The report is an annual evaluation derived from a questionnaire complete by John Potratz.  There were no significant changes from previous years.

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Roach, Hilgren.

8) Motion by Lahman to forward the pay equity implementation report to the Department of Employee Relations in St. Paul.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: Campbell presented the report to the Council.  Campbell discussed the input and the computer results with Paul Ness of Helping Minnesota Cities.  Ness felt that the input and results were valid and that we were in compliance.

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Roach, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

9) Anderson announced the Council committee appointments as follows:

Streets & Lights:










George Knox

Water & Sewer and Pool & Park:






Mark Roach

Acting Mayor, Fire Department and Liquor Store:

Larry Lahman

Ambulance and Buildings & Weeds:





Carold Hilgren

Personnel and Police:









Gary Anderson

10) Motion by Hilgren to sell the old Maintenance van for $200.00.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion:  The van is only worth scrap and the Council was happy to have the offer.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Lahman, Hilgren.
c) Dissent: None.

11) Motion by Hilgren to pay the November bills as presented.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Lahman, Hilgren.

12) Dissent: None.

13) Motion by Lahman to pay Central Specialties their second pay request of $13,071.52.  Second by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: Campbell noted that they had completed the punch list except for clearing one shutoff valve.  The ponding at the intersection of Dayton and Delaware has been worked on but without having a decent rain we don’t know if the problem is fixed.  The City is still holding $7,722.57 in retainage.

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Hilgren, Roach.

c) Dissent: None

14) Discussion: Campbell informed the council that there was a problem with the in-floor heat in the conference room and office areas.  Otter Tail Power troubleshooter Wes Lane checked the heating cables and said they were bad.  It wasn’t clear if both loops were bad or both cables in one loop.  Easy Heat has offered to reimburse the City for the original cost of installation of the heat cables or pay for the pre-approved cost of space heaters and installation costs.  Campbell noted that the primary reason for having the in-floor electric heat was the rate savings for off-peak power.  If we install regular space heaters we would be operating on the full rate meter.  We are currently using the supplemental electric furnace that came with the air conditioning system, and that runs on the full rate meter.  Campbell suggested that he contact the marketing people at OTP because they were promoting the off-peak in-floor heat to start with.  The Council agreed and Campbell will report back at the next meeting.

15) Discussion: Campbell presented the income statement from the Liquor Store.  Kim Senasec used one of Karen Meyers’ as an example.  Campbell said he had reviewed the statement and had not found any errors but was still concerned about the accuracy of Net Income figure and advised the Council to wait for the statement from the auditor.  Lahman commented that Campbell was doing the inventory and that he (Lahman) would stop by for a spot check of random items.

16) Discussion: Campbell informed the Council that the Wellhead Protection Plan group, headed by the MN Dept of Health, had met and that the 10 year regeneration area to be protected extended in a Northwest direction from the wellhouse to a point just past Donny Carlson’s ag land.  The Hydrologist will do some more fieldwork and the group will meet again in early February.

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:
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