PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

September 20, 1999

The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Gary Anderson, Carold Hilgren, George Knox, Mark Roach, Larry Lahman and Dave Campbell. Also present was Tom Myers—Independent, Rick Mittag, John Kamphake, John & Dawn Zimmerman, Richard Bergquist.

1) Motion by Hilgren to approve minutes for the August 16th and September 13th, 1999 meetings. Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: None

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Hilgren, Knox, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

2) Motion by Hilgren to grant setback variance for Zimmerman’s replacement garage.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: The existing garage is over the property line to the west.  The new garage would be one foot from the west property line and two feet from the north property line.  The ordinance requires a ten-foot setback.  A letter from Susan Grandquist, neighbor to the north, sent a letter in support of the request.  Ms. Bernice Jacobs, neighbor to the west, called the office, asked a few questions, then added her support.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Hilgren, Knox, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

3) Motion by Knox to approve a building permit for a small billboard style sign at Park Place Car Wash owned by Richard Bergquist.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: The requested sign would be 6’ x 8’ and about 20’ above ground level.  It will be placed at the center front of the business but set back of the MNDot right-of-way.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox, Hilgren, Lahman

c) Dissent: None.


4) Motion by Knox to approve a building permit from Pro-Ag for a 40’ x 96’ warehouse.                     Second by Hilgren

a) Discussion: The warehouse would be located on the same site, adjacent to the tracks, as an existing warehouse.  The existing warehouse is in bad shape and is no longer usable.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach, Hilgren, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

5) Motion by Lahman to award the sewer-lining project to Visu-Sewer Clean & Seal, Inc for $23,652.15.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: Visu-Sewer bid $23,652.15 for lining the sewer and the manhole and 85 cents per foot to televise the additional sewer line.  Lametti & Sons bid $26,600.00 to line the pipe and the manhole and $1 per foot to televise the additional sewer.  There were no other bids.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach, Hilgren, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

6) Motion by Hilgren to accept Ralph Hemmerlin’s bid of $150 a year for the City’s Ag land for a three-year term.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: Arnie Koehn’s 3-year lease has expired.  There were no other bids.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach, Hilgren, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

7)  Discussion: Campbell spoke with businesses along the south side of Soo St concerning sidewalk replacement.  Some are more enthusiastic than others, but all agree.  Campbell will try to line up contractors to do the work.

8) Discussion: Knox reported that the storm water drainpipe under the street by Drewelow is complete. 

9) Discussion: A Quitclaim Title for Lot 28 of Block 1 in the west Colfax Addition was offered to the City by Mr. Revering on the condition that it forever remain “green space”.  Members were concerned that at some time in the future there might be a requirement for access to the property to the south onto West Colfax.  The matter was tabled and Campbell is to work with Mr. Revering to find acceptable language.

10) Motion by Knox to accept recommended criteria for Business Subsidies as presented except for criteria A through D on page four.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: To comply with TIF law, the City must adopt, at a Public Hearing, Business Subsidy Criteria.  Ehlers provided a proposed set of criteria for the Council to review and propose at the Public Hearing.  The Business Subsidy Criteria will be available at City Hall for the public to review prior to the Public Hearing scheduled for October 18, 1999.

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Knox, Roach, Lahman

c) Dissent: None.

11) Motion by Roach to proceed with a City funded group health plan for all full-time employees if the union employees accept membership.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: Campbell requested permission from the Council to proceed with the group health plan if the union employees agreed to participate instead of waiting till the next Council meeting. 

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Knox, Roach, Lahman.

12) Dissent: None.

a) Motion by Knox to pay the August bills as presented.  Second by Hilgren.
b) Discussion: None.

c) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox, Lahman, Hilgren.

d) Dissent: None.

e) Motion by Knox to pay Central Specialties’ Pay Request #1for paving work completed and to reimburse Mr. Revering $54,435.05 for the City’s share of the West Colfax Addition lift station.  Second by Lahman.

f) Discussion:  Central Specialties still has some work to do and there are still a few costs to be determined.  Five percent, $7,034.59, of the requested $140,691.81 was retained pending satisfactory completion of the project.

g) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox, Lahman, Hilgren.

h) Dissent: None.

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:
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