PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

August 16, 1999

1) The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Gary Anderson, Carold Hilgren, George Knox, Mark Roach, and Dave Campbell. Also present was Tom Myers—Independent, Dennis Roers—Thom Consultants, Inc., Mike LaFave—Ehlers & Assoc, George Revering, Richard Drewelow.

2) Motion by Hilgren to approve minutes for July 19th 1999 meeting. Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: None

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Hilgren, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

3) Motion by Knox to advertise sewer main liner project. Second by Roach.

4) Discussion: Campbell advised the Council that quotes that were received by the City for the project were in excess of the $25,000 statutory limitation.  The project will have to be advertised to be in compliance with the bid laws.  Campbell will request bids be in by September 17th 1999 so they will be available for the next Council meeting.

a) Vote in favor: Roach, Hilgren, Knox.

b) Dissent: None.

5) Discussion: Campbell informed the Council that the City will be involved in the Wellhead Protection Plan as required by MN Dept of Health.  All water suppliers will have to develop a plan at some time.  Parkers moved up on the list because of the new well being added to the City’s system.  The Dept of Health is responsible for the first part of the program, which is to locate and define the aquifer the City uses and then to define the 10-year recharge area.  Then it will be up to a local team to determine the risks and protection strategies for the 10-year recharge area.  Campbell will keep the Council informed as the program progresses. 

a) Motion by Hilgren to approve a Resolution approving pull-tab gambling at Shysters in support of Camp Confidence.  Second by Roach.

b) Discussion: Campbell noted that the Council had approved the request two years.

c) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox, Hilgren.

d) Dissent: None.

6) Motion by Knox to approve a Resolution allowing the Fire Chief to apply for a HAZMAT training grant of $250.  Second by Hilgren

a) Discussion: The grant is from the Dept of Public Safety and is reimbursement for training already received.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

d) Motion by Roach to have Knox and Campbell work with property owners on the south side of Soo St. between Douglas Ave. and Hwy 29 to replace sidewalk and install curb and gutter.  Second by Hilgren. 

e) Discussion:  The sidewalk along this block is cracked and heaves in the winter because of the black dirt underneath.  There have been a couple of insurance claims made because of falls blamed on the uneven sidewalk. 

f) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach, Hilgren.

7) Dissent: None.

8) Motion by Knox to advertise the Ag land for rent.  Second by Roach.

9) Discussion: Arnie Koehn’s 3-year lease has expired.

a) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach, Hilgren.

b) Dissent: None.

10)  Motion by Knox to pay the July bills as presented.  Second by Roach. 

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

11) Discussion: Campbell requested that December 6, 1999, 7 P.M. be set as the date for the City’s Truth-n-Taxation Hearing, December 13, 1999, 7 P.M. be set as the continuation date.  The final Budget Levy adoption date will be December 20, 1999 at the regular December Council meeting.  The Council agreed by consensus.

12) Discussion: Hilgren asked about the old bathrooms in City Park.  Campbell said they were locked because of damage caused by vandalism and the age of the building.  Repair is not an economical solution and even then the facilities would not be accessible.  Hilgren asked that funds be put in the 2000 budget to replace the facilities.

13) Discussion: Anderson announced that he had received a letter from ISO and the City was successful in it’s effort to move up from rating of Class 6 to a better rating of Class 5.  Anderson said the inspector was particularly impressed with John and Jeff’s knowledge, maintenance and record keeping of the hydrant system.

14) Discussion: Richard Drewelow requested a drainpipe be installed under Lake St. to drain his front yard.  The Council considered the request in August 1998 and at a subsequent meeting was decided not to spend tax dollars to solve private property water problems.  Knox will look at the problem and report back at the September Council meeting.

a) Motion by Knox to adopt resolutions to hold a Public Hearing at 7:00 P.M. on October 18, 1999.  The purpose of the Hearing will be to consider the establishment of a Development District, a Tax Increment Financing District, a Tax Increment Financing Plan, and the adoption of Business Subsidies Criteria.  Second by Roach.

b) Discussion: After a presentation by Mike LaFave and comments from Dennis Roers, the Council agreed to proceed with a new TIF project with George Revering.  The Public Hearings are the first steps towards establishing the TIF District and adopting a Plan and establishing criteria.

c) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Knox, Roach.

15) Dissent: None.

16) Motion by Roach to hire Ehlers & Associates to provide all services necessary to establish a new Development District, a TIF District, a TIF Plan, Subsidies Criteria and all other letters, notices, publications, resolutions, etc., as required.  Fee for Services will be included in the TIF Plan.  Second by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: The Council decided that because of the complexity of TIF Financing Statutes, in was in the City’s best interest to hire an experienced expert in the field of TIF.

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Knox, Roach.

c) Dissent: None.

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.
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