PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

JULY 19, 1999

The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Gary Anderson, Carold Hilgren, Larry Lahman, George Knox, Mark Roach, and Dave Campbell. Also present were Tom Myers—Independent, Chris Thornson—Larson –Peterson Engineers, Al Minerath—Central Specialties, John Potratz—City Maintenance Superintendent, and Bill Stone.

1) Motion by Lahman to approve minutes for June 21st 1999 meeting. Second by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: None

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Roach, Hilgren, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

2) Motion by Knox to allow Bill Stone to move City Park Dedication Monument from its current location by the pool to the Southwest corner of the park at no cost to the City.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: Bill Stone’s parents donated the land that is now the City Park to the City in 1945.  A monument was placed level with the ground on the south side of the pool.  Stone was concerned that no one ever saw the monument and that Fall Festival vendors park on top of the monument.  Campbell and Stone had looked the Park over for a new location and agreed that the Southwest corner would be a fitting location provided the Council approved the move.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Lahman, Hilgren, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

3) Motion by Lahman to move the evergreens from the west side of the Steamer (in the City Park) to the west side of City Hall.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: The evergreens are growing and will someday obstruct the Steamer from view from Highway 29.  Campbell suggested that there is a need for a few more screening evergreens between the Fire Hall and Palmer’s house.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach, Lahman, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None. 

4) Discussion: Campbell informed the Council that George Revering wanted to discuss the creation of a TIF district in his proposed Industrial Park east of the City.  The only other TIF district in town was a Pay-as-you-Go arrangement for housing.  Mark Ruff of Ehlers & Associates (Public Financial Planners) stopped by at Dennis Roers (Thom Consultants) request.  Neither Ruff nor Campbell had a clear picture of what the TIF would include.  There was also a question of who would pay Ruff’s fee, which would be approximately 10 percent of the project.  The Council agreed they would consider another TIF district but needed more details.  Campbell will ask Revering and his people to attend the next Council meeting.

5) Motion by Knox to grant an August 28, 1999 completion date to Central Specialties.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Al Minerath explained to the Council that the City had asked for a 30 day delay to allow Revering’s crew to get the West Colfax storm sewer completed before paving.  Agreeing to the delay created scheduling problems for Central Specialties equipment, specifically the bituminous plant.  If the City would agree to the delay, Central Specialties would be able to move their transportable bituminous plant to the pit behind Jim & Judy’s.  From that location they could do the Parkers project plus several others in northern Douglas County.  Minerath said they would do final grading the week of August 9th and start paving August 16th.  The paving would take about three days and the remainder of the time would be for the parkway restoration.  As incentive, Minerath offered a $1.50 per ton (of bituminous) deduct.  That would be about $3,500 savings for the Northwest area and about $2,000 for the West Colfax project.  Council members felt they had an obligation to save residents of the Northwest area some dollars, even at the cost of a few extra weeks.  Hilgren felt the project had dragged on to long and should be completed as soon as possible.

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Roach, Knox.

c) Dissent: Hilgren.

6) Motion by Knox to proceed with a sewer main extension as necessary to provide service to Clayton Lewis’ house on Sunset and Soo St. All costs are assessable to Clayton Lewis.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: The sewer service from the red house has failed.  The existing service crosses the property of Dorothy Eckern and is apparently not willing to have her yard dug up.  The apparent solution is to extend the main approximately 80 feet to the South and put a manhole near Clayton’s driveway.  Elevations are required to see if the project will work and may require Clayton to install a small lift station.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach, Lahman, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

7) Motion by Hilgren to solicit for quotes to install a liner in the sewer main from in front of Joe Dorn’s house to Oak Street.  The City should also get quotes to televise approximately 1200 feet of suspected problem sewer main.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion:  The 350 feet of sewer main in Clayborn from Elm St. to Oak St. has a severe infiltration problem.  We are exceeding our MPCA Permit to the ponds by over 100,000 gallons a day.  Larson Peterson put the estimated cost of digging and replacing the sewer main at $65,000.  The estimated cost of installing a liner is about $20,000.  The City of Henning had liner installed several years ago and has had no problems with it.  Campbell will send out requests for quotes because of the dollar amount and the State Statutes.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach, Lahman, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

d) Motion by Knox to pay the June bills as presented.  Second by Hilgren.

e) Discussion: None

f) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach, Lahman, Hilgren.

g) Dissent: None.

h) Motion by Hilgren to proceed with additional hardware to make the Police radio repeater system work.  Second by Roach.

i) Discussion: Anderson informed the Council of problems with the repeater radio system Chief Whiting had requested.  The system won’t work the way they thought it would with the equipment they bought.  In order to get the repeater to work an additional radio will have to be purchased at about $500.  Chief Whiting has the money in the Police budget.  Hilgren suggested that if we are going to do it we should do it right.

j) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach, Lahman, Hilgren.

k) Dissent: None.

8)  Motion by Knox to increase the City’s contribution to the Fireman’s Relief Association by $50 per member.  Second by Hilgren.

a) Discussion:  At the last meeting, the Association asked for a $100 to $150 increase.  The request was tabled at that time.  The Association needed an answer to include in the State’s aid formula.  It was felt that smaller regular increases are easier on the budget than sporadic large increases.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach, Lahman, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

9) Discussion: Anderson asked Knox and Hilgren to negotiate with the Union on the City’s behalf. 

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:
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