PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

JUNE 21, 1999

The meeting was opened at 7:15 PM with the following present: Carold Hilgren, Larry Lahman, Mark Roach, Dave Campbell and Doug Whiting. Also present were Tom Myers—Independent, Mark Simonson and Rick Gappa representing the Fireman’s Relief Assoc., John Kamphake and Leonard Hardekopf.  George Knox came in at about 7:30 P.M.

Anderson and Knox were absent.  Hilgren was appointed by Lahman and Roach to chair the meeting.

Public Hearings:

1) Motion by Lahman to grant Kelly Mesker a variance to replace an existing garage that does not meet setbacks as long as it is no further west than the existing garage.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion:  Hardekopf was concerned that the garage would be built further west towards his property.  Lahman added the limitation to his motion.  Campbell had not received any comments and there was no one else present to speak for or against the variance request.

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Roach.

c) Dissent: None.

2) Motion by Lahman to grant William Uhde a variance to move a used house into town.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion:  Hilgren went to look at the house and said that it could use new siding and roof.  Uhde had said in his letter that he intended to have the house re-roofed and sided after it was relocated.  General conversation was that the Uhde family took care of their property.  Campbell had not received any comments and there was no one else present to speak for or against the variance request.

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Roach.

c) Dissent: None.

Public Hearings Closed

3) Motion by Lahman to approve corrections to minutes from the April 9th, April 19th, and the May 3rd meetings and the May 17th, 1999 meeting.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion:  The April 19th minutes listed the wrong minutes for approval in item 1.  The minutes will be corrected.

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Roach.

c) Dissent: None.

Knox enters at about 7:30 P.M. and assumes the Chair from Hilgren.

4) Discussion: Mark Simonson and Rick Gappa want to raise the Fireman’s retirement from $600 to $700 or $750 per member.  At $700 per member the City’s estimated contribution would be $7,200, at $750 per member the City’s estimated contribution would be $8,800.  The estimates are based on 1998’s City cost of $5,757 for $600 per member and assumes that the Association’s investments continue to do well.  Knox asked that the matter be tabled until it could be addressed at budget meetings.

5) Motion by Hilgren to sell the old Curtis Anderson property to William Uhde for $2,000. Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: Campbell informed the Council that the property had been advertised and that there had been no other offers. 

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach, Lahman, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None. 

6)  Motion by Hilgren to amend and publish the Animal Control Ordinance as presented. Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: Chief Whiting explained the change to the ordinance would allow the police to issue citations to owners based on citizen statements rather than having to catch and impounded the animal. A copy of the ordinance will be inserted into the ordinance book and the City Clerk will maintain the fines and fees schedule. 

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Lahman, Knox, Roach. 

c) Dissent: None.

7)  Motion by Hilgren to allow the appointment of Campbell by the Fire Chief to issue burn permits to residents of the townships protected by the City Fire Department.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Campbell explained to the Council the hassle people go through trying to get a burn permit.  The City accepts no responsibility by issuing the permit because the conditions of the permit are printed on the permit and the applicant is responsible for notifying the Dispatcher at the County before burning.  Campbell pointed out that this would be an opportunity for the City to provide a service without giving people the run-around.

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Lahman, Roach, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

8) Motion by Lahman to hire Don Zuehlke part-time, at $6.00 per hour, to mow grass on City owned property.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: Leonard Hardekopf mowed last year but he wanted $7.00 per hour to do it this year.  John Potratz felt Zuehlke would do a good job for the City. 

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach, Lahman, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

9) Motion by Hilgren to pay the May bills as presented.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion:  Knox commented that he liked the format in which the bills were being presented.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach, Lahman, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

10) Discussion: Campbell informed the Council of problems with the Utility billing System.  Because of the way the software company set up the software, the January through March bills were showing minimum consumption so most of the bills were under-billed.  To avoid high make-up bills the end of September, we will set the end of June bills a little higher.  Campbell will send a letter to the customers to try to explain the problem.  It was also suggested to put the letter in the newspaper and possibly channel 13.

11)  Discussion: Lahman reported that a new ice machine had been purchased for the Liquor store.  The old machine was about 14 years old and broken.  About $500 was spent on repairs last year.

12) Discussion: Hilgren reported that the entryway to the Senior Center was about complete and that the big window would be replaced.  Knox asked that the broken chairs be hauled away.

13) Discussion: Knox asked about money being set aside for the Douglas Ave project.  Campbell stated that he had spoken with Sen. Cal Larson and Rep. Bud Nornes and they agreed to submit a request for $150,000 against the 2000 State Bonding Bill.

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.
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