PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

MAY 17, 1999

The meeting was opened at 5:00 PM with the following present: George Knox—Mayor Pro Tempore, Carold Hilgren, Larry Lahman, Dave Campbell, and Doug Whiting.  Also present were Carl Amundson of Hencor Inc. (Trailer Park co-owner), Wendy Silbernick and Wendy Van Batavia—Jaycees, Tom Weiss—Paul Julien Auditors.  John Kamphake and Mark Roach came later.

1) Approve Minutes for April 19 and May 3 1999 meetings.

a) Discussion: Hilgren was shown to have made and seconded and motion in the April 19th Minutes. Knox had objections to portions of parts of the May 3rd Minutes.  Campbell will review the tape for corrections.  Knox stated that the minutes would stand unapproved until corrections are made.

2) Motion by Hilgren to approve Hencor’s Building Permit for a Storm Shelter in the trailer court.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Carl Amundson explained to the Council that they had bought a steel culvert and had it partially crushed to flatten the bottom.  The culvert is approximately 16’ long and will be about 6’2” high.  It will be buried in a hillside on the Northwest corner of the trailer court property.  Knox asked if there were any standards to be met for a trailer park shelter.  Amundson said that park was grandfathered from existing shelter requirements for new parks.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach, Lahman, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None. 

3) Motion by Lahman to provide space in the City Park for the Jaycees to have new playground equipment installed and the City will have the necessary excavation work done.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: The Jaycees have begun fund raising for new playground equipment for the City Park.  They wanted to make sure the City was interested and would provide the necessary space for the equipment.  The question of leaving the existing equipment was discussed and decided to leave it in place.

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Lahman, Knox, Roach. 

c) Dissent: None.

4) Motion by Hilgren to accept the resignation of Officer Ken Anderson.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: Anderson is a Deputy for Douglas County and is working a lot of hours and not on a fixed schedule which makes scheduling here difficult. 

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Lahman, Roach, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

5) Motion by Lahman to hire Luke Sweer as a part-time police officer providing he meets all qualifications of the Minnesota POST Board.  Second by Hilgren.

a) Discussion:  Chief Whiting asked for conditional approval to here Sweer.  Most of Sweer’s background work has been done but some information is yet to come.  If conditional approval is granted, Sweer can be put to work before the next Council Meeting.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach, Lahman, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None.

6) Discussion:  Chief Whiting spoke to the Council about the continuing problem with loose animals in town.  Whiting handed out copies of the Animal Control Ordinance with some suggested changes which would allow Officers to cite owners without having to gain custody of the animal first.  There was some discussion about the language Whiting was suggesting and about not wanting to put the fine dollar amount into the ordinance. Knox asked Campbell to work on it and bring it back to the next regular Council meeting.

7) Motion by Hilgren to accept the City Audit report for 1998 as presented.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Tom Weiss of Paul Julian & Co presented the 1998 Audit to the Council. Some of the topics discussed included:

i) Having the auditors observe the year-end inventory.

ii) Loan from the General Fund to the Water Fund.

iii) Explanation of the Combined Balance Sheets: Weiss noted the addition of the water tower as a fixed asset and the $405,000 Bond Issue in long-term debt.

iv) Enterprise Funds

Findings for 1998 included segregation of duties, letting a non-competitive bid for work over $10,000 and for not having Performance and Payment Bonds for that same contract.

Weiss indicated that because Karen Meyers was not available to close the books for 1998, there were a lot of loose ends that they had to adjust.  As a result of the extra hours the audit fee will increase by about $1,000.00

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Knox, Roach, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

8) Motion by Hilgren to advertise the former Curt Anderson property for sale in the local paper, minimum bid of $2,000, until May 27th.  If no bids exceed $2,000, Campbell may proceed with the sale to William Uhde for $2,000.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion:  William Uhde owns the property immediately west of the Former Curt Anderson property.  The Anderson property is, by Ordinance, to small to build on without a variance.  Uhde has made the City an offer of $2,000 for the property.  Hilgren felt the City should advertise the property to be fair and possibly get a better price.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman.

9) Motion by Hilgren to hire the following persons as lifeguards or instructors based on having the required qualifications and Huckle’s recommendation.  Second by Lahman.

Lifeguards:


Patricia Jahnke

Jennifer Jahnke

Andrea Zins


Jennifer Ferley

Derek Johnson

Christine Zins


Reid Huckle

Instructor:


Dedra Zwieg (Primary)
Jane Bartlett (Alt)

a) Discussion:  All but Pat and Jennifer Jahnke are returning lifeguards or instructors.  The Jahnke’s will complete their certification before working.  Huckle needs to hire as many lifeguards as possible because many of them have other part-time jobs and Huckle has to schedule around those other schedules.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

10) Motion by Lahman to have Hilgren make repairs to Senior Center.  Second by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: Knox mentioned that the Council had voted in January to repair the roof of the entryway of the Senior Center.  Knox spoke with them at the center and they asked if the entryway could be larger because they store cardboard and things there.  The front window has a hole in it from a few years ago when someone was shooting at windows, there are some light fixtures with burnt-out ballasts and there needs to be some painting done.  Knox asked the Council if it would be all right for Hilgren to use his best judgement and get the repairs made.  Campbell will check into insurance for the window.

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Lahman, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

11)  Discussion: Knox asked the Council what was going to be done about the air quality in the liquor store.  Lahman stated that an exchange system had been installed and operating since late January early February.  Campbell briefly explained how the system works. 

12) Discussion: Knox stated that a motion was made in September of 97 to put aside funds for the CSAH 99 project and was wondering if that was being done.  Campbell stated that he did not think there was a line item in the Streets Dept for that project.

13) Motion by Hilgren to pay the May bills and to institute a “Cafeteria Plan” for insurance checks.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Campbell explained the Electronic Fund Transfers for Federal Withholding on the expense report.  Knox wanted to know why the City was writing checks to the wives of employees.  Lahman explained that the Health Insurance benefit checks were written to the holder of the policy, coincidentally, the wives.  Also, the Health Insurance is meant to be a pre-tax benefit and if the checks were made out to the employee, the IRS could view it as taxable compensation.  Campbell said that he had not been comfortable with the current arrangement and had spoken with the Auditors about it.  They sent some information and forms on how the City could set up a Cafeteria Plan for the Insurance benefit that the IRS recognizes as a pre-tax benefit.  The City does not have a group policy.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Hilgren, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

14) Discussion: Knox addresses the Council concerning the Mayors right to call meetings and possible violations of the Open Meeting Law.  He also stated that he had called Ronda Hemquist and apologized for the gross misconduct of the Council.  Knox said that the matter would be discussed further when all Council members were present.

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:
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