PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

APRIL 19, 1999

The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Gary Anderson, Carold Hilgren, Larry Lahman, Dave Campbell, and Doug Whiting.  Also present were Tom Myers—Independent, Rodney Peterson, Ralph Hemmerlin, Tom Klemenhagen of Stahlberg Nyberg Surveying, John Kamphake, Rick Mittag of Pro-Ag Co-op, Lori and Carl Henning, Rodney and Mary Froemming, Dave Vogt, Ray Caauwe, Donna Steidl, Dave Gappa, Ron Markham, Jim Dauphinais.

Open Public Hearing to consider Rodney Froemming’s zoning variance request.  The property involved is the Northwest corner of Carl and Lori Henning’s land, located on the east side of South Hwy 29, approximately 600 feet south of Campbell St. There will be approximately 240 feet of highway frontage and approximately 363 feet deep involving 2 acres.  Froemming is requesting the property be rezoned from Lakeshore to Commercial.

1) Motion by Lahman to approve the variance as requested.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion:  Steidl asked if City sewer and water would be mandated for Froemming and everyone else in the area.  Froemming has been in contact with the County and can install a private sewer system, with modifications, to service a funeral home.  The Council indicated that City water and sewer would not be available in the area in the immediate future.  Dave Vogt expressed support of the rezoning.  Caauwe was concerned if the community could support two funeral homes.  Anderson noted that there was no correspondence for or against the request and that no one present spoke against the request.

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Lahman, Knox, Roach.

c) Dissent: None

Open Public Hearing to consider a re-zoning request by George Revering.  The property involved is North of Rodney Peterson’s potato warehouse, East of Prairie Home Development Bungalows, the Prairie Village and Productive Alternatives and south of CSAH 42.  There will be approximately 15 acres involved.  The property is currently zoned Open Development.  The re-zoning request is to an Industrial district for the purpose of light manufacturing.

1) Motion by Knox to approve the re-zoning request as presented.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: The Industrial Park would have four lots, two larger and two smaller.  Revering is negotiating with the County to relocate CSAH 42 through the center of the development with a 9 or 10 ton road.  Anderson noted that there was no correspondence for or against the request and that no one present spoke against the request.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Lahman, Hilgren, Roach.

c) Dissent: None.

Public Hearings are closed.

1) Motion by Hilgren to approve Minutes for February 16, 1999 meeting.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Lahman, Knox, Roach. 

c) Dissent: None.

2) Motion by Roach to split the cost, 50/50, with Pro-Ag elevator to provide a storm water drainage system for the area just East of the elevator.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Tom Klemenhagen from Stahlberg Nyberg explained how storm water could be drained away from the elevator either by grading or pipe.  Rick Mittag from Pro-Ag and Rodney Peterson were concerned about soft spots and truck traffic with the grading method and preferred the pipe plan.  Mittag asked if the City would do any cost sharing.  Mittag suggested that the least expensive route for the Pro-Ag would be to just fill in the area where water ponds which would probably divert it to the south.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach, Lahman, Hilgren.

c) Dissent: None. 

3) Motion by Knox to pay George Revering $1,602.00 as the City’s fair share of aerial photography taken over the City east of the tracks.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: The Council had agreed to participate in the cost of the aerial photography.  Larson-Peterson and Stahlberg, Nyberg met and decided that the beneficiaries and fair share should be as follows:

City of Parkers Prairie


30%



$1602.00

Otter Tail County




30%



$1602.00

Mr. George Revering


30%



$1602.00

Mr. Rod Peterson




 5%



$ 267.00

Pro-Ag elevator




 5%



$ 267.00

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Lahman, Knox, Roach. 

c) Dissent: None.

4) Motion by Knox to leave the width of West Colfax St. from Clayborn Ave west at 24 ft.  Second by Hilgren.

a) Discussion: Klemenhagen had asked the Council if they wanted the street to be left at its current 24 ft. width or widened to 30 ft. as the streets in the Northwest Paving Project area will be.  The City’s cost to have a 5-ton base built for West Colfax St. from Clayborn Ave to Sunset Ave is $3,850.00. To widen the street would be an additional $2,806.00.  The reasoning was that all the other streets in the area are 24 ft, therefor it’s not necessary to widen the street.

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Lahman, Roach, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

5) Discussion:  Anderson suggested the Council consider rebuilding a couple blocks of McCornell, with a good base and possibly a sidewalk on one side that would last for many years instead of just overlaying several blocks that would break-up again in a few years.  No action was taken at this time.

6) Motion by Hilgren for Whiting to proceed with the purchase and implementation of a Local Area Repeater system.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: Chief Whiting told the council that he had applied for a Safety Abatement matching funds grant but did not make the cut.  The Local Area Repeater will allow the hand-held radio signal to be boosted so the officers can communicate with Dispatch on the scene without having to go back to the car or the office.  The system will run about $1,590 and he had budgeted $1,000 as our share of the grant.  Whiting asked the Council for permission to move the other $590 within his budget to cover the cost.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Hilgren, Lahman, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

7) Discussion:  Campbell informed the Council that Karen Meyers had signed medical information release forms and that letters had been sent to her doctors.  The letters ask the doctors for their assessment of Meyers’ ability to perform the essential functions of her job at anytime in the future, with or without reasonable accommodations.  The League of Minnesota Cities recommended this action for compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

8) Anderson read a letter from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency which came with Certificates of Commendation for the “outstanding operation, maintenance and management” of the city wastewater treatment facility for 1998.  The certificates will be framed and presented to John Potratz and Jeff Arnold.

9) Discussion: Campbell was asked to contact the trailer court owners about the storm shelter they were to have installed.

10) Discussion: Dave Vogt was complaining about his neighbors being on his property and wanted to know if he could put up a fence on his property line.  Anderson told him that he would need a variance to put a fence on his property line and if the fence was going to be over 4 ft.  Vogt was again told that the City has no jurisdiction in his property dispute with his neighbors.

11) Motion by Hilgren to pay the March bills as presented.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in favor: Hilgren, Lahman, Roach, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:
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