PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

December 15, 1997

The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Gary Anderson, Mark Roach, George Knox, Larry Lahman, Carl Henning, Dave Campbell, Tom Myers—Independent, John Kamphake.

1) Motion by Roach to accept meeting minutes for November 17th and December 8th, 1997.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox, Henning, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

2) Discussion: Campbell explained to the Council that Reinhart Schmidt was interested in purchasing lot 13 in the Hillesland Addition but had some concerns about access to the back side of the property and the presence of a sewer line.  After some research, Campbell discovered that no alley was ever planned or platted north of lots 12 and 13 and that the City had no Public Interest in condemning an alley north of lots 12 and 13.  Campbell talked with John Potratz, Larry Lahman and Earl Hillesland and determined that the sewer line was put in over 20 years ago when Hillesland still owned the land.  The lot has changed hands at least twice, all with the knowledge that the sewer line was there.  After consulting with the League of Minnesota Cities, Campbell determined that the City should have a utility easement recorded with the County, but failure to have that easement at this time does not enable a prospective owner to make any demands on the City regarding the utility, particularly when the prospective owner is aware of the utility prior to purchasing the property.  Campbell sent a letter (attached) to Mr. Schmidt explaining the City’s position.  Mr. Schmidt was not at the meeting so there was no action to be taken.

3) Motion by Henning to place an order for a new Police Patrol car from Superior Ford off the State contract for $20,202.00.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion:  Chief Whiting presented the Council with the State contract bids.  Chief Whiting pointed out that this was the first year that Chevrolet did not have the large Crown Vic style car to bid against Ford, therefore bid prices are probably higher.  The current patrol is a 1994 model year and has approximately 110,000 miles on it.  Delivery on the new patrol would probably be in April of ’98.  Chief Whiting will research State contracts for a new light bar as current light bar is beginning to malfunction.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox, Henning, Lahman.

4) Dissent: None.

5) Motion by Lahman to approve hiring Ken Anderson to fill the part-time Police Officer position.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion:  Campbell and Whiting interviewed five candidates for the position.  Mr. Anderson was the clear choice.  Mr. Anderson’s resume was included in the Council member’s packets.  He will fill the position vacated by Chris Estes.
b) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox, Henning, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

6) Discussion: Chief Whiting advised the Council that the computer software they use is not 2000 compliant and the existing computer did not have the system hardware necessary to support 2000 compliant software.  Hardware upgrades in the $300 to $400 range have been made to the police computer and Windows 95 software as well as the new police software has been installed.

7) Discussion:  Chief Whiting informed the council that the Parkers Department was chosen to participate in a West Central Initiative program to place defibrillators in rural department police cars.  Police are frequently the first unit at an emergency scene where a few minutes make a difference.  West Central Initiative will pay for training and the first six months of the program.  If, at the end of the six months, the local department wants to continue the program they are free to negotiate with the manufacture of the defibrillators.

8) Discussion:  The Parkers Police Department was selected by the County to carry Road Spikes.  The Road Spikes are used to deflate tires of vehicles pursued by police, particularly high-speed chases.  The effectiveness of the Road Spikes will be increased by putting them in small departments around the county.  This program is at no cost to the City.

9) Motion by Henning to accept and enact the Hazardous Buildings and Excavations Ordinance as presented.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion:  Campbell had submitted a draft of the ordinance at the October 20th 1997 Council meeting.  The final version added conditions which define a hazardous building

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox, Henning, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None

10) Motion by Henning to pay Augusta Electric $53,347.00 for Water System Control renovation.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion:  The installation is complete except for a few punch list items.  This bill does not include all change orders or retainage.  The new controls are working extremely well.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox, Henning, Lahman.

11) Dissent: None.

12) Motion by Henning to adopt the 1998 General Budget of $443,145.00. Second by Roach.

a) Discussion:  Henning noted that there was no comment either for or against the General Budget from the public.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox, Henning, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

13) Motion by Lahman to adopt the 1998 Property Tax Levy of $160,675.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: No comments were received from the public either in writing or at the Public Truth in Taxation meeting held December 8th, 1997.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Henning, Knox, Roach.

c) Dissent: None.

14)  Motion by Henning to exempt Denny Charbonneau’s Christmas music from the Noise Ordinance until somebody comes before the Council to protest.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: Henning observed that someone would someday protest the music based on content rather than noise.

b) Vote in Favor: Henning, Roach, Lahman, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

15)  Motion by Roach to adopt amendment number five to the Water Ordinance.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion. The amendment referred the cost of water service connection to a fee schedule maintained by the City Clerk and deleted the direct reference to a $3 connection fee.

b) Vote in Favor: Lahman, Roach, Henning, Knox.

c) Dissent: None

16) Discussion: Campbell asked for a City Hall holiday schedule allowing City Hall to close at noon on December 24th and be closed on December 26th.  Campbell and Meyers would take vacation time.  The council agreed by consensus to the proposed schedule but added four paid holiday hours for the afternoon of December 24th to all full-time employees.  Campbell will inform all full-time employees and ask them to adjust their work schedules accordingly.

Lahman leaves meeting.

17) Motion by Knox delete Individual Sewer Treatment Systems from City ordinances and defer to the County as provided by the State 7080 Rule.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: The State 7080 Rule regulating Individual Sewer Treatment Systems requires all counties to adopt ordinances regulating ISTS at least as restrictive as the 7080 Rule.  Other local units of government have the option on maintaining their own ordinances or deferring to the county.  The existing City ordinance references compliance with the 7080 rule and a few additional statements from the County Shoreline ordinance.  The City’s choice is to rewrite the ISTS ordinance to comply with the 7080 Rule and submit it to the State for approval or simply defer to the County.

b) Vote in Favor: Henning, Roach, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

18)  Motion by Henning to pay bills as presented plus late bills presented by PP Ambulance, Olson Tree Service, Muyres Freight, JJ’s Company.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: None

b) Vote in Favor: Henning, Roach, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

19) Discussion: Anderson announced and noted notices and communication as listed in agenda.

20) Discussion: Henning expressed concern that we were not making any progress renovating the bathrooms in the Liquor Store and noted that we should have been in compliance last year.  He also brought up for consideration the possibility of a new facility rather than renovating the old building.  Campbell noted that he had sent City Attorney Lervick a letter asking how to solicit cost information from Architects without getting fouled up in the bidding laws.  He will follow-up with Lervick for an answer.  Additional discussion involved the future of a Community Center and the possibility of combining a new liquor store with the Community Center with the liquor store as a source of funding for both.

21) Discussion: Comments were made about the spreading of turkey manure west of the City and the resultant odor.  Campbell had checked with the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and found that the spreading of manure on agricultural land is not in violation.  They did say that ‘good neighbors’ would incorporate the manure as soon as possible.  Concern was also raised about low flying crop dusters and oversprays drifting over the City proper.  Campbell will draft an ordinance to cover agricultural activities within the City Limits.

22) Discussion: Anderson mentioned that there might be some development activity south of Highway 235 and west of Lake Adley and that the City should consider annexation.  Campbell will check with the League for information concerning annexation.

23) Meeting adjourned at 8:50 P.M.

Respectfully submitted:
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