PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

November 17, 1997

The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Gary Anderson, Mark Roach, George Knox, Dave Campbell, Tom Myers—Independent.

1) Motion by Roach to accept meeting minutes for October 20th, 1997.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

2) Discussion: The 1997 Legislature passed a new law allowing Townships and Cities to transfer their Local Board of Review duties to the County Board.  The transfer may be permanent or for a specified number of years, but the transfer cannot be for less than 3 years.  This option to transfer duties is only available to a town or city for which the County performs assessments.  The County Assessor said he would consider having a regional Board located in Parkers so that property owners in the local area would not have to travel to New York Mills or Fergus Falls.  Knox felt the City should still be involved in the process.  There being no dissent to that opinion, The Board of Review process will not change.

3) Motion by Roach to hire Al Doering as Ice Rink Manager. Second by Knox.

a) Discussion:  After three weeks, Al Doering was the only application.  Al has been the Ice Rink Manager for the past two years.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

4) Motion by Knox to approve a Resolution concerning a Pull-Tab permit at Shysters benefiting Confidence Learning Center.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion:  This is a renewal request.  Campbell will draft a Resolution based on the approval of this motion
b) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

5) Motion by Roach to adopt the modified LMC model Tobacco Ordinance. Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: Campbell provided the Council with copies of the LMC model Tobacco Ordinance as well as a model supplied by Minnesota Groceries Association.  The Council decided that the LMC model was more detailed, left no gray areas and would be more defensible.  The council reviewed the ordinance and made option decisions where necessary.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox,

c) Dissent: None.

6) Motion by Roach to accept the Liquor Store budget, including a 25 cent/hr cost of living raise for bartenders and a 35 cent/hour raise for the Head Bartender position.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion:  Knox suggested a wage table based on longevity:

Start to 6 months



$6.00

7 months to 12 months

$6.25

     13 months to 24 months
 
$6.50

Future increases were not defined.  The idea was referred to the Liquor Committee for further evaluation.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

7) Motion by Knox to adopt option 3 for both water and sewer rates as presented.  Second by Roach

a) Discussion: 


Proposal #3



Proposal #3


Minimum

Meter rate
Rate 1
Rate 2

Meter rate
Rate 1
Rate 2

Charge

$32.50 
$1.15
$1.25

$22.50 
$1.40
$1.45



Estimated Revenue

$78,509.40

Estimated Revenue

$69,654.15

$56.30

Meter rate = Service & first 5,000 Gallons



Meter rate = Service & first 5,000 Gallons



Rate 1 covers 5,001 to 10,000 Gallons



Rate 1 covers 5,001 to 15,000 Gallons



Rate 2 covers 10,001 plus Gallons



Rate 2 covers 15,001 plus Gallons



The water and sewer funds have operated in the red for many years with no capital reserves to upgrade or do major maintenance to the systems.  A gradual increase in rates will allow the systems to operate in the black and build reserves.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

8) Motion by Knox to adopt the water and sewer budget as presented.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion:  Projected revenue from newly adopted rate increases will not equal projected expenses.  Revenue projections are estimates and the Capital expenditure/reserve line item will adjust to balance the account.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach.

c) Dissent: None.

d) Motion by Knox to make a $1,500 bid for a 1991 Ford F-150 pick-up truck to Midwest Telephone for the Maintenance Department.  Second by Roach.

e) Discussion:  The Maintenance Dept van is a 1986 model with a lot of miles and past it’s time for replacement.  A second low cost vehicle would give the Maintenance Dept an immediate replacement and a chance to program funds for a later model primary vehicle.  A second vehicle would allow John and Jeff to work in different areas of town without having to use their own vehicles which is now the practice.  John checked with Prairie Auto and they said the vehicle had been well maintained over the years and considering the miles was in pretty good condition.

f) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox.

g) Dissent: None

9)  Discussion:  Campbell asked the Council if and to what extent they wanted to place Christmas decorations on the City Hall building.  Campbell presented a catalog with various garlands ranging from $400 to $1,100 per 50ft.  After some discussion it was decided to get a couple of wreaths for the front entry and a decent ($150 range) 6’ to 7’ artificial tree for the entryway.

10) Motion by Knox to defer the Water Plant filter media replacement project to next year.  Second by Roach. 

a) Discussion:  The formal proposal from Tonka Equipment Co. came in at $31,301.00.  This quote exceeds the $25,000 limit under which cities can authorize projects without going through a bidding process.  There were concerns about having the wet filter cells open to the weather in December or January.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

d) Motion by Roach to pay the October bills as presented.  Second by Knox.

e) Discussion:  The $1220. bill from Lee’s construction for the additional sidewalk work around the City Hall building will be taken from the Disaster Fund.

f) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox.

g) Dissent: None.

11) Discussion:  Inez Haase, Head Bartender, informed the Council of plans to have a Wine Tasting on December 11th at 5:00 PM.  Customer Appreciation day will be held December 20th and ‘Tom and Jerry's’ will be served New Years Eve day.  Inez indicated she felt everything was going well at the Liquor Store.

Motion to adjourn at 9:10 PM. 

Respectfully submitted:
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