PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

October 20, 1997

The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Carl Henning, Mark Roach, George Knox, Larry Lahman, Dave Campbell, Tom Myers—Independent, Clayton Lewis, Jennifer Poore.

Public hearing opened at 7:01 PM.

a) Motion by Knox to approve variance request of Jennifer Poore for a storage shed 12 ft high and 6 ft from the south property line.  Second by Lahman.

b) Discussion:  Campbell reported to the Council that Ms. Poore had asked about a permit for a shed and that he had misread a section of the ordinance and told her that she did not require a permit.  Consequently, there was no discussion concerning setbacks or other requirements.  Ms. Poore had acted in good faith and Campbell did not know who she was in order to explain the error.

c) Vote in favor: Knox, Lahman.

d) Dissent:   Roach

Public hearing closed and regular meeting opened at 7:08 PM.

1) Motion by Lahman to accept meeting minutes for September 15th, 22nd and 29th 1997.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Lahman, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

2) Discussion: Sherryl Koep had requested a hearing before the Council but was not present.  Ms. Koep was upset because her water bill was so high and that she had not been personally told that the high user discount had been discontinued by a 1995 Council approved rate change.  Campbell had visited Koep’s Mobil in the afternoon on three separate occasions in an effort to re-read the meters and discuss the issue with her.  Ms Koep was not available during those visits.  Karen Meyers had sent Ms Koep a quarterly billing breakdown for the past two years in an effort to show how the bill was determined and to show that Ms Koep’s water consumption for the past two years was over one million gallons each year.  Campbell sent Ms. Koep a letter on October 15th explaining his review of her account and the rate increases.  In a subsequent phone call with Ms. Koep, Campbell agreed to do actual quarterly readings at Koep’s Mobil for one year.  Campbell suggested that billing questions could be eliminated if she would have the plumbing changed so that both meters came off the water main.  Campbell will provide new meters and Ms. Koep agreed to get the plumbing changes made.

a) Motion by Knox to stop any further legal action against Donny Carlson and the Old County Farm.  Second by Lahman.

b) Discussion:  Campbell and Chief Whiting visited the Old County Farm before signing the charge documents.  In their opinion, the property had been cleaned up sufficiently to meet the intent of the ordinance.  Clayton Lewis, who originally presented the Council with the petition, was satisfied with the condition of the property.  Henning asked about the old well and the open basement.  The well pit has a new solid cover on it.  The old basement is open but the City currently does not have any restrictions concerning open pits or excavations.

c) Vote in favor: Roach, Lahman, Knox.

d) Dissent: None.

3) Motion by Knox for the City to assume the cost of paving on Lake Street by old Hwy 29.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion:  Campbell had billed the paving to Mr. Drewelow because his sewer line was the reason the street was dug up.  At the May 2nd 1997 Special Meeting, a motion was made and passed to extend the sewer main from Lake St to the alley behind Drewelow’s house.  Part of that discussion dealt with using the alley manhole as a catch basin for a future force-main.
b) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox.

c) Dissent: Lahman.

4) Motion by Roach to amend the City’s ordinance to require all future buildings to be secured to footing, foundation or slab (as read by Councilmember Henning). Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: Henning read the proposed ordinance amendment aloud.  Campbell was asked how this would apply to pole buildings.  Campbell noted that pole buildings were not allowed by the ordinance, therefore there was no conflict.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

5) Motion by Knox to have the City Engineer do a feasibility study to provide sewer service to the area west of Sunset, north of the cemetery and within the City limits.  Second be Roach.

a) Discussion:  Clayton Lewis said that he had a buyer for one of his lots who wanted to build a fair size house.  Water service was not a problem but sewer service was a big concern.  After much debate on how best to solve the problem, it was pointed out that it was not just this one house but the whole area.  The only cost effective way for the Council to make the right decision was to get Tom Augustin to do a feasibility study and report back to the Council.  Mr. Lewis wanted to know if sewer would be available this fall.  The Consensus was spring would be the soonest anything would happen.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox, Lahman.

6) Dissent: None.

7) Motion by Lahman to adopt a Noise Ordinance as presented.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion:  Noise Ordinance was drafted and presented to the Council based on complaints from homeowners near the High School and requests from the Police Department because they had no means of curbing the abuse

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

8) Motion by Roach to set City’s hourly bid rate to MNDot at $70.00.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion:  Last bid to MNDot was $65.00.  City must apply to MNDot for permission to clear State Highways for reimbursement.  Only in the event of a severe snowfall will MNDot give permission.

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Knox, Roach.

c) Dissent: None.

9) Discussion:  Campbell presented the Council with a preliminary draft of a Hazardous Building ordinance.  There are additional definitions and conditions to be consolidated from other city ordinances.

a) Motion by Lahman to pay Lee’ Construction requested retainage and final bill for the building.  Second by Roach.

b) Discussion:  Paint and plaster repairs have been made.  Lahman asked that the overhead doors in the firehall be checked for proper operation.

c) Vote in favor: Roach, Lahman, Knox.

d) Dissent: None

10)  Motion by Knox to pay all bills, including late, as presented.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion:  Council members asked if the bills could be grouped by department.  Campbell will check with Meyers to find out what is possible.

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Knox, Roach.

c) Dissent: None.

d) Motion by Knox to contact City Attorney Lervick to determine procedure to condemn a strip of land on the north side of Kenneth Wangerin’s property.  Second by Roach.

e) Discussion:  All other property along Oak St. has been signed over to the City.  This issue is holding up the sewer project for the Brenner addition.

f) Vote in favor: Lahman, Roach, Knox.

Motion to adjourn at 9:05 PM. 

Respectfully submitted:
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