PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

SPECIAL MEETING

SEPTEMBER 29, 1997

a) The Special Meeting was opened at 5:03 PM with the following present: Gary Anderson, George Knox, Larry Lahman, Carl Henning, Mark Roach, David Campbell, Rick West—County Engineer, Bill Stone—County Commissioner, Tom Augustin—Larson Peterson & Assoc., Mr. & Mrs. Phil Holte, Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Tabbert, Mr. & Mrs. Tabatt.

2) Motion by Knox to grant a variance to Virginia McBride to allow a 6ft high lattice fence at the NW corner of her house.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Virginia McBride wants to run the fence from the NW corner of her house to the NW corner of her garage as an enclosed yard for her dog to run.

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Knox, Henning, Roach.

c) Dissent: None

d) Motion by Lahman to grant a variance to Virginia McBride to allow placing an 8’ x 12’ used storage building on the North side of the garage.  Second by Roach.

e) Discussion:  Original request was to place building on the West side of the garage, but that would not have left enough clearance between the building and the alley.  Ms. McBride agreed to place the storage building on the North side of the garage flush with the West line of the garage.

a) Vote in favor: Henning, Lahman, Knox, Roach.

b) Dissent: None.

f) Discussion:  Holte’s, Tabbert’s and Tabatt’s all expressed concern over the lack of progress on the Jarvi house and the hazard that it presents.  Campbell had contacted the County Health Dept about the situation and they were going to send Jarvi a letter requiring him to put up a fence and to either install doors and windows or board up the openings.  Jarvi stopped in the office last week and indicated that windows, doors and siding were to be delivered in the next week or two and that he would have the building closed up by the end of the calendar year.  Campbell will again contact County Health and ask them to assess the situation.  Campbell has received model Nuisance Ordinances and will make that a priority.

3) Motion by Henning to approve the agreement between ISD 547 and the City for Security Services.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion:  The agreement is for July 1, 1998 through June 30, 1999 for a sum of $2828.00

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Lahman, Roach, Knox.

c) Dissent:  None.

d) Motion by Lahman to remove the flagpole by the Liquor Store and cut the mounting flush with the concrete.  Second by Roach.

e) Discussion.  The flagpole is not being used and presents another obstacle to snow removal.

f) Vote in favor:  Henning, Lahman, Roach, Knox.

g) Dissent: None.

4) Motion to deny final payment to Lee’s Construction.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion:  The patch and paintwork done before the dedication is unacceptable.  Given Lee’s reputation of not returning to a job to take care of things during the correction period and the lack of a ‘stick’ if the final bill is paid, the Council did not feel the entire bill should be paid.  There was discussion about paying 90% of this bill and holding the rest pending completion of work.  Henning and/or Lahman will provide Campbell a list of things to be fixed.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Lahman.

c) Dissent: Roach, Knox

d) Anderson votes in favor of the motion.

e) Motion by Lahman to have JJ’s Company supply black dirt and class V as necessary along the newly paved Elm and Clayborn.  Second by Roach.

f) Discussion:  The contract for that project is unit based.  Trying to get Feldt back would be expensive, frustrating and would probably not produce acceptable results based on past performance.  Campbell will try to get a Sentenced to Serve crew in to do the raking and seeding.

g) Vote in favor: Knox, Henning, Lahman, Roach.

h) Dissent: None.

5) Motion by Knox for the City to send a Letter of Intent to the County Engineer agreeing to participate in the Drainage Facilities and Street Reconstruction of CSAH No. 95 and Douglas Avenue as a year 2000 project.  In addition, the City should start setting aside money now to reduce the amount required to borrow.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion:  Rick West, County Engineer, and Tom Augustin, Larson—Peterson & Assoc., made a presentation concerning the storm sewers on Douglas Ave, Jackson St and Colfax St.  Under the proposal, the State would pay 26%, the County would pay 55% and the City would 19%.  The City would use the time to review any additional required work, such as water mains, and develop a strategy to finance the project.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Lahman, Knox, Roach.

6) Dissent: None

7) Discussion: Tom Augustin talked about the NW area project.  Storm sewer options and limitations were discussed.  Tom will have estimates and assessments available soon to present to the Council in preparation for a Public Hearing.  The Brenner addition sewer project was also discussed.  All things considered, running the new sewer down Oak Street is the best option, but an easement of some sort will be required from Wangrin.  Anderson will try to speak with Wangrin this week.  Financing of all the projects was discussed in regard to the City’s statutory debt limit and what role assessments played in that limit.  Tom suggested that would be a question for Bond Counsel.

a) Motion by Knox to proceed with Tonka Equipment, with Larson—Peterson review, to replace the iron filter media and related plumbing.  Second by Henning.

b) Discussion: Tom Augustin told the Council that they had asked several firms for quotes on replacing the media and Tonka Equipment was the only firm to respond.  Because the work is estimated to be below the Bid Law ceiling of $25,000, a request for quotes is sufficient.  Even though only one firm responded, Tom and the Council felt the City had complied with the law.  Campbell asked for direction from the Council on how to proceed.  If Tonka said they were going to use particular materials, Campbell would not have the expertise to determine if that offer was in the best interest of the City.  Tom Augustin viewed this work as maintenance and as such did not require engineering.  He did offer to work with Tonka and review their proposal and materials before work proceeded.  

c) Vote in favor: Henning, Knox, Lahman, Roach

d) Dissent: None.

There being no other business on the agenda, the meeting was adjourned at 7:25 PM.
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