PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

September 15, 1997

The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Gary Anderson, Carl Henning, Mark Roach, George Knox, Larry Lahman, Tom Myers—Independent, Curt Tabbert, Mike Bergiven.

1) Motion by Lahman to accept meeting minutes for August 18th and August 27th, 1997.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Roach, Lahman, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

2) Discussion: Curt Tabbert expressed concern about the Steve Jarvi house.  The house has been a work in progress since 1993 and is an eyesore and safety hazard.  Tabbert and Bergevin have both chased kids out of the house.  Campbell stated that there is little in the City Ordinance to address the problem and because neither the City nor the County subscribe to a building code we have no authority to condemn.  Anderson asked Tabbert if he would ask neighbors to attend a Council meeting on September 29th at 5:00 P.M. to re-address the issue.  Campbell will contact the County Dept of Health and the League of MN Cities.  Campbell will send letter to Jarvi inviting him to the September 29th meeting. 

3) Motion by Henning to accept Hendershot Blacktopping’s bid less 1d (by Ritter’s done by MNDOT) and less 2c (McCornell, Soo St to Jackson St.).  Second by Lahman.
a) Discussion:  Campbell opened and read aloud all bids received for blacktop patching and overlaying as follows:

i) Hendershot Blacktopping








$20,654.00

ii) Midcontinent Asphalt Company






$26,536.60

iii) Quality Paving












$22,068.00

Campbell explained to the Council that the one block of McCornell could be assessed and that Tom Augustin recommended folding it in with the other street project in the NW part of the City.  It was agreed to patch McCornell as necessary to get through the winter with a limit of $1,000.00

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Roach, Lahman, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

4) Motion by Knox to proceed with prosecuting Don Carlson, property owner of the old “County Farm”.  Second by Henning.

a) Discussion:  Anderson’s attempts to contact Carlson were not successful.  Campbell will contact Dept of Health concerning the well.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Henning, Lahman, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

5) Motion by Henning to use the existing rental schedule if a for-profit contractor takes over the Senior meals program pending further review by the Council.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: The Senior Meals contract is up for renewal and is a hot political issue at the County.  The City has allowed the current contractor, Lutheran Social Services, use the Senior / Community Center rent-free because we understand that they are a not-for-profit organization.  If a for-profit contractor is awarded the contract, will the City charge rent?  Knox is concerned that we will, in effect, be charging the Seniors.  Another question is at what point does the contractor's obligation end and the volunteers begin?  Knox noted that much of the kitchen equipment is there because of grant, County, and LSS money.  If LSS is not renewed, what strings are attached to the equipment?  Knox said he would talk with the Seniors to try to get answers to some of the questions.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Henning, Lahman.

c) Dissent: Knox.

6) Motion by Henning to pay bills as presented.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion:  Anderson asked that all Dept Heads sign off on all invoices to insure that the City actually receives what it pays for.  Campbell will pass the word although most invoices are validated by somebody before they are paid.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Roach, Knox, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

7) Motion by Henning to re-instate Brent Nyhammer as a full-time City police officer.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion:  At the August 26th 1997 Special Meeting, Chief Whiting informed the Council that Nyhammer had submitted his resignation pending being hired by Wright County.  Whiting recommended hiring Chris Estes, a long-term part-time officer, as the full-time replacement for Nyhammer.  The Council approved both actions.  Since then, Estes turned down the full-time position and Nyhammer requested re-instatement because his Wright County job fell through.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Henning Knox, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

Motion by Knox to adjourn at 8:30 PM.  Second by Lahman.

Respectfully submitted:
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