PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

SPECIAL MEETING

AUGUST 27, 1997

The Special Meeting was opened at 5:00 PM with the following present: Gary Anderson, George Knox, Larry Lahman, Carl Henning, David Campbell, Doug Whiting, Inez Haase Steve Fredrick – Aero Painting, Larry Van Hout – WSN.

a) Motion by Henning to extend the Substantial Completion date to midnight August 27th, 1997 and the Final Completion date to midnight September 27, 1997 for the Water Tower Project.  Second by Knox.

b) Discussion: Mr. Steve Fredrick from Aero Painting explained that they had been working on Caldwell tanks prior to coming to Parkers Prairie.  They were late getting to Parkers because Caldwell had delayed them on other tanks a total of seven weeks.  Caldwell told Aero that they were going to get the Liquidated Damages, which already amounted to $7,500.  Aero didn’t feel this was fair and asked the Council for some consideration.  As a good faith gesture, Aero had applied Clear Coat to the City logo to help prevent the colors from fading, a $2,700 value.  Henning did not feel the lettering was big enough or acceptable and asked if the lettering could be made bigger.  Steve explained that while the tank is big, because of the curvature there is only so much space that a logo or printing can be placed without significant distortion.  The logo is 17 feet tall, which is about the space available to put a logo without distortion.   Proportionately, the lettering is two feet tall.  A comment was made that water towers are not used for navigational aids anymore anyway. 

a) Vote in favor: Lahman, Knox, Henning.

b) Dissent: None

2) Motion by Lahman to hire Chris Estes as a full time officer at the same compensation as Brent Nyhammer.  Second by Henning.

a) Discussion:  Chief Whiting informed the Council that Brent Nyhammer had tendered his resignation anticipating being hired by Wright County.  Whiting stated that Estes has been a faithful part-time officer for the City for many years and would fit right in.  Estes' compensation would have to be the same as Nyhammer’s because of the COPS grant.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Lahman, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

3) Motion by Knox to not confirm the hire of Ann Zuehlke as a part-time bartender.  Second by Lahman

a) Discussion:  An extended discussion concerning Zuehlke’s past and the possible impact her presence might have on business ensued.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Lahman, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

4) Motion by Knox to hire a full-time assistant Manager (40 hours and benefits).  There was no second.  The Council felt the current arrangement was set up by the previous Council to run at least a year before any changes were to be made.  Lacking evidence that the business was failing under the current arrangement, the Council decided to wait.

5) Motion by Henning to pay Lee’s Construction the City’s portion of Pay Request #8 when it is presented.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion:  The request would include the approximate $50,000 charge for redoing the in-floor heating and the remaining approximate $13,000 on the basic work.  There will still be approximately $70,000 in retainage held back.

b) Vote in favor: Know, Henning, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

d) Motion by Henning to defer requiring Holte and Meissner to split their water service.  Second by Lahman.

e) Discussion:  John Potratz brought it to Campbell’s attention that there is no water main in front of Holte and Meissner’s houses and that they would have to tear up a lot of tar to split the services back to the main.

f) Vote in favor: Henning, Lahman, Knox.

g) Dissent: None

h) Motion by Knox to allow the Comprehensive Arts Planning Program committee to piggyback on the City’s insurance policy to cover the Artrain insurance requirements.  The committee will pay for the rider.  Second by Henning.

i) Discussion: None

j) Vote in favor: Henning, Knox, Lahman.

k) Motion by Henning to get Donny Carlson to commit to a 30-day schedule to finish cleaning up the County Farm.  Second by Knox.

l) Discussion.  Henning does not want to drop the matter because the Council will lose credibility.  Lahman feels the well should be abandoned.  Anderson will talk to Carlson.

m) Vote in favor: Henning, Knox, Lahman.

n) Dissent: None

There being no other business on the agenda, the meeting was adjourned at 7:10 PM.
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