PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

August 18, 1997

The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Gary Anderson, Carl Henning, Mark Roach, Mark Simonson, Arnie Koehn, Tom Myers—Independent, John Kamphake.  George Knox joined the meeting later in the evening.

1) Motion by Henning to accept meeting minutes for July 21st, August 4th, and August 6th, 1997.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Roach.

c) Dissent: None.

2) Motion by Henning to proceed with the Rifle Range at the location near the brush site.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: Anderson advised the council that although the City did not have a single contract document with Arnie Koehn, advertisements, bids, and letters gathered together contained all the elements of a contract and John Lervick, city Attorney advised the Council to honor the agreement with Arnie Koehn.  Mr. Koehn again stated that he did not feel like this was the right place for the Rifle Range and that the City would have problems if they continued with their plans.  Mr. Koehn said that he would not stand in the way of the project and that the City and the Sportsman’s Club could have the approximately two acres under discussion.  Mark Simonson assured the council that the Club would be planting fast growing trees and shrubs around the range.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Roach.

c) Dissent: None

3) Motion by Henning to demolish and bury the house on E. Jackson as soon as possible.  Second by Roach.
a) Discussion:  Campbell told the council that there were no calls on the ad to buy the house and recommended that the City proceed with demolition.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Roach.

c) Dissent: None.

4) Motion by Henning to table the hiring of Ann Zuehlke until all members of the Council are present. Second by Roach. 

a) Discussion:  None

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Henning.

c) Dissent: None.

d) Motion by Henning to allow the Food Shelf to move to the old City Offices.  Second by Roach.

e) Discussion: The Food Shelf volunteers have been told that they must be more accessible or risk losing their membership in the MN Food Shelf Association and all of the food items they had on hand

f) Vote in favor: Roach, Henning.

g) Dissent: None

5) Motion by Henning to set brush site fees for contractors as follows:

$10 per tree or large load generated within the City.

$20 per tree of large load generated from outside the City.

 Second by Roach

a) Discussion:  Campbell informed the Council that tree cutting contractors were dumping trees and brush at the Brush Site and paying no fee while we were charging residents.  It only seems fair that for profit contractors should pay for the service the City was providing

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Henning, Knox. 

c) Dissent:  None.

6) Motion by Roach to approve the proposed tax levy of $160,675.00 for 1998.  Second by Knox

a) Discussion: There was considerable discussion about General fund reserves and for what purpose they should be used.  Henning said his understanding was that the City should have enough reserve to pay the bills for six months if the City did not receive any other income for some reason.  Knox felt it was OK to use the reserves to stay out of double digit tax increase and the trend for using reserves was downward.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Henning, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

7) Motion by Roach to accept the MPCA Annual Evaluation Report as presented. Second by Knox.

a) Discussion:  The City has received the Annual Report from MPCA based on a survey John Potratz had filed earlier this year.  A score of zero is best and a score over 50 points in a category is cause for concern and action.  Six of eight sections were scored zero, one was 15 and one was 21.  Mayor Anderson signed a certification letter to MPCA.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Henning Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

8) Motion by Roach to get bids for street repairs, including major repairs for one block of McCornell Ave east of the nursing home.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion:  Henning feels that nursing home should be assessed for the street work because they don’t pay any taxes.  Campbell will contact League of MN Cities concerning the City’s ability to assess tax exempt properties.  Campbell will also get bids for the rest of the work. 

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach.

c) Dissent: Henning.

9) Motion by Knox to pay bills as presented except for $20.00 holiday call pay submitted by Parkers Prairie Ambulance.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion:  The Council had previously agreed that holiday call pay was the responsibility of the Joint Powers Board, not the City.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Roach, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

10) Motion by Knox to reject Caldwell Tank’s offer to clear coat the water tower in lieu of Liquidated Damages as provided in the contract.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: The Substantial Completion date for the water tower was July 15, 1997.  The painting contractor backed out of the contract and Caldwell asked for a 30 day extension and the Council granted the extension to August 15, 1997 with the understanding that it was only for the painters and not an excuse to delay anything else.  John Lervick advised the Council through Campbell to stay with the Liquidated Damages because its part of the contract and up to Caldwell to prove they were delayed by unforeseen circumstances. Larry Van Hout will send a letter to Caldwell stating the City’s position.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Henning, Knox.

c) Dissent: None

11) Discussion: Knox feels the Liquor Store needs a full time manager.  Henning pointed out that part of Campbell’s job description requires manager duties and one-third of his compensation comes from the Liquor Store.  Henning will be talking to Inez and the other bartenders next week and a Special Meeting will be set up.

Motion by Henning to adjourn at 9:40 PM.  Second by Roach.
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