PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

BUDGET MEETING

August 6th, 1997

The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Anderson, Knox, Roach, Campbell, Whiting.

1. Motion by Roach to add 10 days to Sick Leave accrual per year for next three years, maximum of 90 days, Second by Knox. 

a) Discussion: Whiting was concerned that he and other long term employees had ‘earned’ sick leave in access of the 60 day limit but wasn’t available to him.  In Police work, you are either fit for duty or your not, especially in small towns where there is no desk job to fall back on.  Whiting pointed out where a fellow officer had a broken ankle and was out for four months.  Whiting also presented to the Council his activity report for 1996.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox.

c) Dissent: None

2) Motion by Knox to accept Police budget as presented.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: There was some discussion on how the COPS grant was presented in the budget sheet.  Confusion was caused because of the timing of 97’ budget process and the award of the grant.   Whiting also added $10,000 in Capital Expense against the replacement of the current patrol car.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach.

c) Dissent: None.

3) Motion by Knox to accept the Fire Department’s budget.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: The Fire budget was slightly different than that which was submitted because Karen moved the utilities for the new Fire Hall into the City Buildings budget.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach.

c) Dissent: None

4) Motion by Roach to raise the Fireman’s Relief base benefit amount from $500.00 to $600.00.  Second by Knox.
a) Discussion:  Joe Dorn, on behalf of the Fireman’s Relief Association, requested the City raise the base benefit amount from the current $500.00 to $600.00. The increase would require an approximate increase in the City’s share of the premium by $1,700.  The raise in benefits would place the City about midway between surrounding communities.
b) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach.
c) Dissent: None.
(This issue was addressed at the Regular June 16th, 1997 meeting, but a quorum was not able to vote)

5) Motion by Knox to accept the Animal Control budget as presented.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: None.
b) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

6) Motion by Roach to accept the Streets, Parks, Pool and Trees budgets as presented.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: There was some discussion about State and Federal reimbursement to the Streets budget because of the Snow Emergency.  The large dollar amount in Contracted services is for street paving.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Roach.

7) Motion by Knox to accept the Council, Mayor, Government, City Buildings, Economic Development, Ambulance, and Capital Expenditures budgets as presented.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion:  Knox suggested that the Police Capital Expenditure for the new police car be moved into the Capital expenditure line item.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

8) Motion by Knox to take an amount from the Liquor Store sufficient to bring the budget difference from 1997 from 14.2 % to 9%.  Second by Roach

a) Discussion: Knox felt that the Council need to present a budget that showed single digit growth and that the revenues from the Liquor Store were there to benefit the City at large.  Campbell pointed out that this year’s budget had a $20,000 borrow from the General Fund reserves, down from last years $40,000 borrow.  Campbell asked that the borrow be eliminated next year and that the subsequent years the $20,000 be put into a Capital expenditure account.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Knox.

c) Dissent: None

Motion by Roach to adjourn at 9:00 PM.  Second by Knox.

Respectfully submitted:
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