PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

a) July 21, 1997

The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Carl Henning, Larry Lahman, Mark Roach, Tom Myers—Independent,  (See attached sign-in sheet for other attendees).

b) Motion by Roach to table the application by Joann Koehn for a fence variance.  Second by Lahman.

c) Discussion: Several neighbors were in attendance and had questions about the type, size and location of the fence.  Ralph Hemmerlin drew the proposed locations on the board but Darold Dittberner still had questions.  After a lengthy discussion, Henning asked that the fence location be staked for the neighbors to see.  The variance Hearing was continued till August 4th, 1997 a 5:00 PM at City Hall.

d) Vote in favor: Roach, Lahman.

e) Dissent: None.

Public Hearing closed at 7:25 PM.

Regular Council Meeting opened at 7:26 PM.

f) Motion by Henning to accept meeting minutes for June 16th, and July 7th, 1997 as noted.  Second by Roach.

g) Discussion: Lahman asked that the sequence of the Mayor stepping down and resuming position be corrected.  Roach noted that a motion concerning the Fireman’s Relief Fund did not have the needed quorum and that the motion be reconsidered at the next Council Meeting.

h) Vote in favor: Lahman, Roach.

i) Dissent: None.

j) Motion by Lahman to approve On/Off 3.2 Beer Sales and Cigarette license for Mike Klimek for the Ponderosa.  Second by Roach.

k) Discussion: Mike Klimek will take over the Ponderosa effective September 21st, 1997. 

l) Vote in favor: Lahman, Roach.

m) Dissent: None

2) Discussion:  Jeff Koep presented model of proposed rifle range.  He also talked about the visit of representatives from the City’s insurance underwriter, Berkley Risk.  Berkley Risk does not have a problem with the range as proposed but does encourage the use of warning signs and a ‘Rules’ sign prominently posted.  Arnie Koehn does not feel the brush site land is the right place for the rifle range.  Darcy Peppersack has concerns about being down-range.  Henning decided the best thing to do would be to have a Public Hearing on the matter.  The Public Hearing is scheduled for August 4th 1997 at 5:00 PM at City hall.
3) Motion by Roach to allow prospective buyers Don and Dennis Lindenfelser to increase the number of lots within the existing trailer court within the limits of the existing Manufactured Home Park Ordinance.  The new owners were given until June 1st 1999 to have a storm shelter on site completed.  Second by Lahman.
a) Walt Bruns, a financial consultant for Don and Dennis Lindenfelser Said they intended to clean up the park, add a playground and plant a buffer of trees to the North and West.
b) Vote in favor: Henning, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

4) Discussion:  Gene Payne wants to develop the Thelma Payne property.  That property is currently in an Open Development area.  Gene wants to extend the alleyway along the East side of the Canadian Pacific Railroad right-of-way. Campbell will give Gene the name and phone number of a contact person in the CP Rail system. 

5) Motion by Lahman to accept petitions from the residents of the Northwest corner of the City requesting the following streets to be paved: West State St and West Delaware St from Hwy 29 west to and including the blocks of Sunset, Dayton, Clayborn, and McCornell.  Second by Roach. 

a) Discussion:  There was some discussion that the area needed paved streets and it was also stated that the area was going to require storm sewers before paving began.  Campbell was instructed to start making plans and cost estimates with the City Engineer for presentation at a Public Hearing in the near future.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

6) Motion by Lahman to turn the lack of clean-up progress at the ‘County Farm’ (owned by Donny Carlson) over to the Krekelberg Law Firm (Jeff Skonseng) for possible prosecution.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: Donny Carlson was contacted as early as May 13th, 1997 to clean up the ‘County Farm’.  No progress has been made to date.  The Ordinance is clear about keeping property within the City limits free of the kinds of debris that exists at the ‘County Farm’.  The Ordinance also provides penalties for non-compliance.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None

7) Motion by Roach to set terms for assessments as follows: Five Hundred dollars down, $1,000 per year up to a ten year maximum.  Interest rate would be 3 percent over Prime at the time of the assessment.  Anything over $10,500 would have to be prorated over ten years.  Second by Lahman

a) Discussion:  Campbell informed the Council that the City was ‘loaning’ residents money for projects at terms that tied up City resources for years.  The City should not be in the banking 

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Lahman, 

c) Dissent:  None.

8) Motion by Roach to hire Susan Bartlett as a Lifeguard.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: None.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

9) Discussion:  Council decided by consensus to set the budget meeting for August 6th, 1997 at City Hall.  Campbell was instructed to have Department Heads work towards a 4-½ percent increase.

10) Motion by Lahman to accept the Settlement Agreement from Engineering Design Consultants (attached).  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion:  The Agreement has been worked through EDC, EDC Insurance, Widseth, Smith Nolting, John Lervick (City Attorney), Mayor Anderson, and Campbell.  Through a Change Order to the original building contract, Lee’s Construction will make the necessary repairs to the electric in-floor heating system and EDC’s insurance will give the City a check to cover Lee’s negotiated bill of $49,193.  The Agreement would also give the City $1,600 to cover additional electric service costs resulting from the design error plus $1,100 to cover the City’s expense of sheltering the Fire Equipment during the period of repair.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

11) Motion by Lahman to Lee’s and Rubner’s Storage when the bills are presented and the check from EDC’s insurance arrives.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion:  None.

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Roach.

c) Dissent: None.

12) Motion by Lahman to deny Meissner/Holte an exemption from the water ordinance requiring separate curb stops at the property line.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion:  The Council had concerns that if one was exempted, they would be forced to exempt others and there would be no gain on the problem.

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Roach.

c) Dissent: None.

13) Discussion:  Henning asked Campbell to check into the landscaping in front of the Florist Shop and then talk to the Hoppe’s and let them know what was going on.

14) Motion by Roach to pay appearance fees and mileage to the Commissioners who showed up for the Carol Clark condemnation proceedings but were not sworn in.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Some of the people chosen to be Commissioners felt they should at least get an appearance fee to compensate them for showing up even if they weren’t sworn in.  County Court Services contacted John Lervick who in turn contacted Campbell.  The choice was to pay them the $25 appearance fee or risk having to pay them a full day Commissioners fee.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None

15) Discussion: Campbell informed the Council that because of recent changes in State and Federal law, the City will have to be involved in inspections and sting operations of anyone in the City who retails tobacco products.  Campbell has obtained a model ordinance from the League of MN Cities (eleven pages).  As soon as it is retyped, Campbell will present it to the Council for adoption.

16) Motion by Roach to put the house on East Jackson up for bids.  If someone buys it they have 60 days to get it out of the City.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Campbell suggested the City try to sell the house.  If someone buys it the City avoids demolition costs, if no one buys it the City is only out the cost of advertising.

b) Vote in favor: Roach, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

d) Motion by Roach to pay the bills as presented plus late bill from Chris Bowman.  Second by Lahman.

e) Discussion:  None

f) Vote in favor: Lahman, Roach.

g) Dissent: None

Motion by Lahman to adjourn at 10:30 PM.  Second by Roach.
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