PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

JUNE 16, 1997

The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Gary Anderson, Larry Lahman, George Knox, Carl Henning, David Campbell, Tom Myers—Independent, Dave Madson, Paul Hollatz, (Brenner Addition Sewer project), Joe Dorn, Rick Gappa (Fireman’s Relief Association) Brian Revering, Mark Simonson, Jeff Koep, (Sportsman’s Club), John Noga, John Potratz, Doug Whiting, John Kamphake.

1) Motion by Lahman to accept meeting minutes for May 19th and June 2nd, 1997.  Second by Henning.

a) Discussion: None

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Knox, Henning.

c) Dissent: None.

b) Motion by Henning to allow the Sportsman’s Club to proceed with plans for a Rifle Range on City property by brush site (Section 21) providing City Insurance and lease agreement between the City and Arnie Koehn can be worked out. Second by Knox.

c) Discussion: Jeff Koep Presented the Council with a model of the proposed Rifle Range.  The new range would be dug down and the extra fill would be piled at the end and sides to form berms.  The Club would provide fencing to separate the parking area from the brush site and from the leased field.  The woods on the North side of the range would provide sound deadening and the Club would also plant some more trees and shrubs on the berms for sound deadening and to prevent soil erosion.  Campbell will meet with Tim Iverson, the City insurance agent and a representative from the City’s Insurance Trust on Friday, June 20th.  If there are no problems, Campbell will renegotiate the lease with Mr. Koehn and the Club can proceed.

d) Vote in favor: Lahman, Henning, Knox.

e) Dissent: None

Anderson turns the meeting over to Henning.

i) Motion by Knox to raise the base benefit amount from $500.00 to $600.00.  Second by Henning.

f) Discussion:  Joe Dorn, on behalf of the Fireman’s Relief Association, requested the City raise the base benefit amount from the current $500. to $600.  The increase would require an approximate increase in the City’s share of the premium by $1,700.  The raise in benefits would place the City about midway between surrounding communities.
g) Vote in favor: Henning, Knox.

h) Dissent: None.

i) Abstain: Lahman.

2) (This motion and vote did not have a quorum, as Henning was Mayor.  This issue was revisited on August 6th 1997)
Henning turns meeting over to Anderson.

3) Discussion:  Campbell explained the status of the sewer project for the Brenner Addition.  The City has sent out two letters to Kenneth Wangerin in an effort to get a voluntary easement for Oak Street.  He has until July 1st to respond before the City takes further action.  There was some question about why a lift station was needed when there was already service in Centre Street.  The existing service is very shallow and could not be extended any further.  Campbell was asked to talk with the City Attorney and call a special meeting, if necessary, to deal with the easement issue.  Campbell reminded the Council that the engineering done so far is preliminary and the project is not ready to go to bid.  Funding is another issue that must be addressed.

4) Discussion:  John Noga informed the Council that the backstop at the City Park ball diamond was falling apart and needed to be replaced as soon as possible.  Noga gave Council Members a price list of possible backstops noting that the company felt that they would do better than the listed price.  Campbell will work with Noga and contact the American Legion, Lutheran Brotherhood, AAL (Aid Association for Lutherans) and the Lions Club for possible contributions and report back at the next meeting.

5) Motion by Henning to hire TKDA Leak Detection Services from St Paul if they could be here within two weeks, otherwise hire whoever could get here first.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion:  John Potratz presented research indicating that the City was pumping 100 to 180 thousand gallons of water a day more this April and June compared to 1993 with no major new users on the system.  That production is significantly greater than what is account for through meters and increases electrical, chemical, and labor costs.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Knox, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

Anderson steps down and turns meeting over to Henning.

6) Motion by Knox to purchase a new engine for $2,750 for the Gamma Goat.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Anderson explains to the Council that one cylinder of the Gamma Goat’s engine is dead and probably has been for some time.   A source for a rebuilt engine was found but it would cost about $2,700 and about $600 labor.  Jeff Arnold and Jeff Silbernick would install the engine.  The engine would be paid for from the Fire Department’s Equipment Fund

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None

7) Henning steps down and returns meeting to Anderson.

8) Motion by Knox to get City Attorney Lervick involved in the County Farm discussion.  Second by Henning.

a) Discussion:  Campbell informed the Council that Donny Carlson had come to City Hall to talk about cleaning up the old “County Farm”.  Campbell showed Mr. Carlson the petition that had been presented to the Council.  Mr. Carlson minimized the seriousness of the complaints and said “he would work on it this summer”.  Campbell had Chief Whiting take photos of the areas cited in the petition and will review the area again in a couple of weeks to check on progress.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Lahman, Knox.

c) Dissent:  None.

9) Discussion:  Campbell explained to the council the problems encounter trying to install the water and sewer lines to the Drewelow property.  The water line ended up being one inch copper going down the alley north of Drewelow property.  The sewer line ran into an existing storm sewer line.  An additional manhole and a reduction in pipe size were necessary to get the project completed.  JJ’s Company will submit extra costs above what was originally bid.

10) Motion by Lahman to place JJ’s Company on call for small City projects requiring excavation.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion: The city spends a lot of time trying to contact other contractors and get quotes for small jobs, often delaying those jobs.  The City can legally buy services for projects less than $5,000 without getting quotes or bids as long as projects are not broken up to keep component projects less than the $5,000 in order to circumvent the law.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Lahman, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

11) Motion by Knox to move Bank pillar from in front of the City Hall entry to the City Shop pending Mr. Bowland picking it up.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion:  Anderson has contacted Bud Bowland’s father asking that Bud Bowland contact Anderson about the pillar.  It has been several weeks and Bud Bowland has not responded

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Knox, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

12) Discussion:  Chief Whiting and Henning had received a complaint about a tank truck of anhydrous ammonia being parked on a side street from long periods of time.  Chief Whiting explained to the person that the City has no ordinance prohibiting such parking.  Henning presented a Federal Dept of Transportation handbook that stated that such a vehicle could not be parked in such a manner unless it was broke down.  Some discussion about our ordinances being updated was dropped when it was decided that the Federal rules were already in place and would supersede our ordinance anyway.

13) Discussion:  Henning informed the Council that Downing and Rhodes will do the concrete work for the two light poles (by Steidl’s business and between the Fire Hall and Palmer’s house) for $240.  They will do the sidewalk on the north side of Steidl’s for $600.  The sidewalk work is to be paid out of the disaster fund as part of the $2,000 Steidl’s, Nibbler’s and Thompson’s were allocated.  Campbell indicated that there was some curb work that needed to be done by the steps at the Catholic Church.

14) Discussion:  Henning asked if the area in front of Parkers Floral where the C-Store sewer line went in was supposed to be landscaped.  Kamphake said he was supposed to do some landscaping there but was waiting for the C-Store to get ownership of the right-of-way from MNDOT so that the landscaping could all be done at the same time.  Kamphake will check with the C-Store for status on the right-of-way issue.

15) Discussion:  Lahman asked when the second layer of blacktop was going to be applied to Elm St and Clayborn Ave (after the watermain project).  Campbell said WSN wanted to wait until after the heavy equipment from the water tower construction and demolition was complete.

a) Motion by Henning to have JJ’s buy some sod and install it in the new culvert at Lake St and Hwy 29.  Second by Knox.

b) Discussion: Kamphake advised the Council that the dirt would probably washout at the new culvert unless it was stabilized very soon.

c) Vote in favor: Henning, Lahman, Knox.

d) Dissent: None

e) Motion by Knox to hire Anne Winkler as a lifeguard.  Second by Lahman.

f) Discussion: None

g) Vote in favor: Henning, Lahman, Knox.

h) Dissent: None.

i) Motion by Henning to not participate in the State’s Local Performance Aid program.  Second by Lahman.

j) Discussion: Campbell sent copies of the LPA implementation letter from the Department of Revenue.  The requirements are very confusing and contridictory that no one could understand the program.  The Aid this year would amount to about $1200.

k)  Vote in favor: Henning, Knox, Lahman.

l) Dissent: None.

16) Discussion:  The Chamber sent out letters asking for donations to help defray the cost of the Fall Festival Parade.  State Statue prohibits cities from giving tax dollars away as ‘donations’.  Campbell will talk with the Chamber to see if there is some ‘in kind’ support the City can give to the Fall Festival effort.

17) Discussion:  Discussion concerning the date of the City Hall / Fire Hall dedication.  Consensus was that the Dedication should not be the same weekend as the Fall Festival.  Campbell will contact the Governors office for dates he may be available.
a) Motion by Lahman to pay the bills as presented.  Second by Henning.

b) Discussion:  None

c) Vote in favor: Knox, Lahman, Henning.

d) Dissent: None

18) Motion by Henning to adjourn at 10:05 PM.  Second by Lahman.
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