PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

MAY 19, 1997

The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Gary Anderson, Larry Lahman, George Knox, Carl Henning, David Campbell, Tom Myers—Independent, Tom Weise—Paul Julin & Company, Lon Saude—Century 21, Clayton Lewis, Bob Huckle, Steve Struthers, John Kamphake.

1) Motion by Lahman to accept meeting minutes for April 21st, 1997.  Second by Knox.

b) Discussion: None

c) Vote in favor: Lahman, Knox, Henning, Roach.

d) Dissent: None.

2) Motion by Lahman to buy house and property located on the East 44.8 ft of Lot 2, Block 20 for $8,750.  Campbell is authorized by the council to sign the necessary papers for the City.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion: Lahman pointed out that the current access to the City Park is on Railroad property and that the City has had access problems in the past.  The purchase of this property would solve that access problem in the future.  The original asking price was $10,900.  Thanks to Lon Saude from Century 21 for acting as the City’s buying agent at no cost to the City.

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Roach, Henning, Knox.

c) Dissent: None

The meeting recessed for 15 minutes while Campbell signed purchase agreement paperwork with Lon Saude.

3) Motion by Henning to accept Audit report as presented by Tom Weise.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion:  Tom Weise presented the annual audit to the Council.  Tom indicated that  …in all material respects, the financial position of the City of Parkers Prairie as of December 31, 1996, and the results of its operations and the cash flows of its proprietary fund types for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles.  Roach asked why the firm had not observed the year end physical inventory at the Liquor Store.  Tom stated that the inventory had been observed in the past at some extra cost and the Council at the time did not feel the observation was worth the expense.  Tom mentioned that there were three findings:

i) Segregation of Duties.  The City has a limited number of office personnel and, accordingly, does not have adequate internal controls in certain areas because of lack of segregation of duties.  The City is aware of the condition but does not plan on taking any corrective actions at this time.  There are no questioned costs.

ii) General fixed assets.  The City has not maintained detailed accounting records of its general fixed assets.  The City has provided Tom with a list of assets in the past with the understanding that he would develop the Fixed Asset and Depreciation list.  Campbell and Meyers will work with Tom during the year to correct this finding.  There are no questioned costs.

iii) Collateralization.  The City was uncollateralized by approximately $190,000 at year-end.  The $190,000 was from the proceeds of the Lease/Purchase loan and was outside of the General fund and therefore undercollateralized.  Meyers took immediate action to cover the amount and has set up a monthly review of all City assets.
b) Vote in favor: Henning, Roach, Knox, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

4) Discussion:  Clayton Lewis presented the Council with a petition signed by residents adjacent to the property owned by Don Carlson known as the Old County Farm.  The petition states that there are collapsed buildings, old appliances and machinery, an unfilled basement, an unused and uncapped well, and that kids are smoking on the property, a concern because of the dry grass and dry wood.  Campbell has already sent Mr. Carlson a letter asking for a cleanup schedule.  He has until May 23rd to respond.  Campbell will follow-up on the problem and report back to the Council.

Anderson steps down and turns meeting over to Henning.

5) Motion by Lahman to approve cable TV rate hike as presented by Mark Birkholz of Midwest Telephone.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion:  Rate increase dictated by rising maintenance costs and the addition of 3 more channels.  A survey of customers was conducted, with a 42% response rate, to determine what new channels to add.  Cable Franchise requires the City Council to approve any rate increase.

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Knox.

c) Abstain: Roach.

d) Dissent: None.

Henning steps down and returns meeting to Anderson.

6) Discussion:  At the April 21st Council meeting, the issue of Group Health Insurance was tabled pending Campbell and Steve Storm discussing the policy with employees.  As a result of the discussions, the employee’s felt they would rather stay with the current method of reimbursement for individual policies.  Item closed.

7) Discussion: At the April 21st Council meeting, the issue of the City’s contribution to the Ambulance Administrators wage was tabled pending Lehman’s talking with the Joint Powers Board.  The issue was tabled at the Joint Powers Board pending discussion between Lahman, Campbell and Huckle to determine the City’s offer to the Joint Powers Board.  The Council agreed to the process.

8) Motion by Knox to remove the planter and pedestal from in front of the City Hall entry.  Second by Henning.

a) Discussion:  There may be a possibility of placing the pillar in the parkway of the City Park, but according to the City’s agreement with Larry Boland, the pillar was to incorporated in the building as a corner stone or returned to Boland.  Anderson will speak with Boland to determine his wishes.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Lahman, Knox, Roach

c) Dissent:  None.

9) Motion by Lahman to require a deposit and rental for folding tables and chairs.  The proceeds to be used for repair and replacement.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion:  This issued was raised at the December 16th Council meeting.  Ownership of the tables and chairs was in question and Campbell was to try and determine the ownership.  Campbell found that the Commercial Club was the owner and they have turned the property over to the City for use by residents within the City.  

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Roach, Lahman, Knox.

c) Dissent: None

10) Motion by Knox to hire additional Lifeguards as listed.  Second by Roach.

 
Dedra Zwieg





Rochelle Parsch



Toni Schauland

    Dawn Rubner 





Christine Hemquist

a) Discussion: None

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Roach, Lahman, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

11) Motion by Henning to amend the ordinance to allow the City to charge contractors or owners of new construction for the first water meter.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion:  Current practice is for the City to provide meters at no cost.  Other communities charge for the first water meter.  The Water Fund has had to buy several new meters recently and this is a cost that can be reasonably passed on to new users. 

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Knox, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

12) Motion by Knox to set wages for Lifeguards according to the following schedule.  Second by Roach.

No Certification




$4.85  (must be certified in first available class)

1st Year







$5.50

2nd Year







$5.75

3rd Year







$5.85

4th and subsequent year


$6.00

Pay all certification fees at the end of the season for any Lifeguard who stayed all season.

a) Discussion: Based on last year’s budget process, wage proposals were presented by Bob Huckle.  Steve Struthers presented a wage proposal from the lifeguards.  Lifeguard wages have not been raised for several years.  The Council negotiated a compromise between the two proposals.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Knox, Lahman, Roach

a) Dissent: None.

13) Motion by Knox to grant a temporary beer license to the American Legion to serve beer in the City Park during the Fall Festival, contingent upon the Legion providing proof of insurance to the City Clerk.  Second by Roach.

a) Discussion:  None.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Knox, Lahman, Roach

c) Dissent: None.

d) Motion by Roach to Section 5.03 (G) of the Zoning Ordinance to require the main floor of any new construction to be 18 inches above street level.  Second by Lahman.

e) Discussion:  This subject had been discussed by the Council during the February 1996 meeting.  The purpose is to prevent people from building in low areas and risking spring flooding every year.  Flooding issues remain property owner’s responsibility.

f) Vote in favor: Henning, Roach, Lahman, Knox.

g) Dissent: 

14) Motion by Knox to Amend Ordinance 43 (4th Amendment) to clarify the consumers obligations.  The City will provide standard meters, valves and other materials and labor as defined in the amendment according to a fee schedule maintained by the City clerk and payable by the consumer.

a) Discussion: Ordinance 43 provides guidance concerning the City’s water system.  The Ordinance provides for the consumer to pay all costs of original plumbing between the main and the consumers plumbing.  The Amendment defines more clearly that the City will provide the materials, what the materials are, and sets up a fee schedule.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Lahman, Knox, Roach.

c) Dissent: None

d) Motion by Knox to authorize a Resolution concerning the enforcement of Section 2 of Ordinance 43 requiring each premise have a separate and distinct service connection the City Water System.  Second by Henning.

e) Discussion: Campbell explained that the provision for a separate shut-off was already in the Ordinance and the Resolution was the Council’s tool to enforce the issue across the board.  Several different health and safety problems can occur, but the biggest reoccurring problem is the inability to shut water off for nonpayment.

f) Vote in favor: Henning, Knox, Roach Lahman.

g) Dissent: None.

16) Discussion:  Mr. Richard Drewelow’s application for City water and sewer service was considered.  The question of the assessment that was levied on Bergevin was brought up.  Cost of digging the water and sewer also was not known.  Issue was tabled for a Special meeting when more information is available and when Mr. Drewelow can be notified.

b) Motion by Roach to approve a building permit submitted by Darcy Kramer for a garage.  Second by Lahman.

c) Discussion: Request meets all setback requirements.

d) Vote in favor: Henning, Knox, Lahman, Roach.

e) Dissent: None

f) Motion by Roach to pay the bills as presented.  Second by Lahman

g) Discussion:  None

h) Vote in favor: Knox, Lahman, Henning, Roach.

i) Dissent: None

j) Motion by Lahman to accept the amended Seal Coating estimate from Otter Tail County Engineering of $4,060.55 to the bid cost of $4,996.25, a difference of $935.70.  Second by Roach.

k) Discussion: None.

l) Vote in favor: Lahman, Roach, Henning, Knox.

m) Dissent: None

18) Discussion:  Henning told the Council that Bill Rhodes would be doing the cement work for reinstalling the light poles by Steidel’s and the Fire Hall.

19) Motion by Henning to adjourn at 10:05 PM.  Second by Lahman.

Respectfully submitted:
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