PARKERS PRAIRIE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

APRIL 21, 1997

The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM with the following present: Gary Anderson, Larry Lahman, George Knox, Carl Henning, David Campbell, Tom Myers—Independent, Joe Dorn, Dave Gappa & Randy Christenson representing the Fire Dept, Heidie & Jeff Samulson representing Sammy’s One Stop, Steve Storm—Iverson Insurance, Larry Van Hout—WSN, John Kamphake, Ralph Hemmerlin.

1) Motion by Lahman to accept meeting minutes for March 17th, April 2nd, and April 14th.  Second by Henning.

a) Discussion: None

b) Vote in favor: Lahman, Knox, Henning.

c) Dissent: None.

Anderson steps down and turns the meeting over to Henning.

2) Discussion: Joe Dorn, Dave Gappa & Randy Christenson representing the Fire Dept stated that the Fire Dept wanted to buy a new chassis for the Rescue vehicle.  The Council told the committee that there was $42,597.12 in the equipment account and that the committee should develop their specs and then submit them to Campbell for publishing.

Anderson assumes control of the meeting from Henning.

3) Motion by Henning to allow Ralph Hemmerlin to pasture his sheep around the City sewer ponds.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion:  There is no charge by the City because the City avoids cutting the grass in the area.  Hemmerlin wanted to know if Arnie Koehn had permission to graze livestock in the woods next to the pond site.  Koehn may graze livestock in the woods, but fencing is his responsibility.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Knox, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None

4) Discussion:  Steve Storm presented the Council with a group health plan for eligible City employees.  The initial offering was at the preferred rate: Approx. $100 a month for singles and $200 a month for families.  After Blue Cross/Blue Shield evaluated the applications, the group went to a Table 7: Approx. $100 for singles and an average of $290 for families.  There was some concern about less coverage than the individual policies offered for less money.  Campbell and Storm will meet with employees to see if a group policy will work at this time.  

a) Issue tabled till next regular meeting.

5) Motion by Lahman to accept the Water Plant Control Bid from Augusta Electric using Dynamic Controls for $58,020.  Second by Henning.

a) Discussion:  Larry Van Hout presented the Bids as follows:

i) Augusta Electric





$58,020.00

ii) Meier Electric






$69,430.00

iii) Automatic Systems




$78,000.00

There was some discussion concerning the use of alternate controls by Sweeney Controls as an $11,213.00 deduct.  Sweeney has a reputation of taking a long time to get shop drawings to the engineer correctly.  He has not been in the business very long and does not have a track record of dependable controls.  Brian Poykko of SSR Engineers and Larry Van Hout did not recommend using Sweeney controls.  Campbell noted that there was a little over $30,000 in the water accounts (before the City’s share of the C-Store water main extension), the rest would have to be a loan from City deposits.  Campbell will check into Revolving Drinking Water Loan Fund.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Knox, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

6) Motion by Lahman to approve cigarette and 3.2 Off-Sale Beer permits to Heidi Samuelson d.b.a. Sammy’s One Stop.  Second by Henning.

a) Discussion:  None.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Lahman, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

7) Motion by Knox to make water tower the same color as the background on the sign coming into the City from the South.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Campbell will match up the sign with the color chart, then notify WSN.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Lahman, Knox.

c) Dissent: None.

8) Motion by Henning to table contracting a leak detection service until after the new water tower is operational.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Campbell told the Council that of the 50 million gallons of water produced, we could account for only about 24 million gallons.  This means higher costs for electricity, chemicals, and man-hours to backwash the filter for water not used by consumers.  Bids were solicited from two companies:

i) TKDA








$1,530.00

No guarantee

ii) Leak Location Consultants


$2,795.00

Guaranteed

Knox felt that we could pay for the service through cost avoidance.  Henning felt that the leaks might come to the surface with the increased pressure of the new water tower.  There was also concern that if we dug up a leak, we could end up replacing a block of main.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Knox, Lahman

c) Dissent: None.

9) Motion by Knox to approve the tax adjustments as presented by the County as a result of the April 2nd 1997 Board of Review meeting.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion:

i) Curtis Watt


<$  600.00>

ii) Roger Wussow

<$3,200.00>

iii) Karen Meyers

<$3,400.00>

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Lahman, Knox.

c) Dissent:  None.

10) Discussion: Campbell informed the Council with news that the in-floor heating renovation project was going to take eight weeks instead of four weeks as originally proposed.  The reason for the extra time is that they forgot to allow for the concrete cure time before they could seal the floor.  EDC will be responsible for the extra rent for sheltering the Fire Equipment.

11) Discussion:  The City’s cost and liability towards a contract employee from the Ambulance Service was again discussed.  Comments were as follows:

Lahman:  In his conversation with the Joint Powers Board, Lahman was told that the City can pay a flat wage and the Board would pick up the rest.

Henning:  Does not want the Council to Lahman responsible for what the Board says.

Lahman:  The City needs a contract with the Board.  With this new arrangement, the Board may expect a higher assessment from the City.

Knox:  Have serious concerns about overtime pay and liability associated with not paying overtime when it is due.  Suggest the City and the Board look at a salaried position.

Campbell will get an average of hours worked in past years to help determine the City’s contribution to a salaried position.

12) Motion by Henning to amend the ordinance to allow the City to charge contractors or owners of new construction for the first water meter.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion:  Current practice is for the City to provide meters at no cost.  Other communities charge for the first water meter.  The Water Fund has had to buy several new meters recently and this is a cost that can be reasonably passed on to new users. 

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Knox, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

13) Motion by Knox to install two steel light poles, one between the Fire Hall and Palmers and the other at the intersection of Hwy 29 and Soo St. by Steidl's.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Chief Whiting suggested that those areas were pretty dark and that if we had the old poles we should put them up.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Knox, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

14) Motion by Lahman to accept bid from Prairie Electric to supply and install a 5000-watt electric heater in the water treatment plant.  Second by Henning.

a) Discussion:  Bids were received from Prairie Electric for electric heat at $507.26 and from Randy’s Plumbing and Heat for a replacement fuel oil furnace at $1471.00.  The existing furnace is over 35 years old and required substantial maintenance this past winter to keep it running.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Knox, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None.

15) Discussion:  Campbell informed the council of plans to landscape the East and South sides of the City Hall building.  The youth group Wings from Emmanuel Lutheran Church has made a cash donation of $375.00 for the project and the local 4H Club wants to have a labor project.  Campbell worked with Paul Walsh of Alexandria to determine and supply materials within the budget.  Council agreed to proceed with the project with thanks to Wings and the 4H Club.

16) Motion by Knox to send letter to Steven Jarvi stating that his project must be closed up this year.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: Jarvi’s project has been on-going since Oct of 1994 and is nowhere near complete.  Neighbors have been asking if there is anything the City can do.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Lahman, Knox.

c) Dissent: None

17) Discussion:  Council agreed to open the brush site.  Campbell will get somebody as gatekeeper on a weeknight if possible.

18) Motion by Lahman to hire the following people as lifeguards:

Jennifer Ferley



Joshua Hinrichs




Reid Huckle

Elizabeth Markham


Steven Struthers




Chris Zins

Second by Henning.

a) Discussion:  Henning made a motion that the City pay, in full at the end of the season, for any classes the lifeguards required.  The motion was not seconded and the issue was deferred until Bob Huckle is available to discuss wages.

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Lahman, Knox.

c) Dissent: None

19) Motion by Knox to pay bill as presented.  Second by Lahman.

a) Discussion: None

b) Vote in favor: Henning, Knox, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None

20) Motion by Lahman to hire Infratech to grout the manholes and sanitary sewer lines by Joe Dorn's on Clayborn for $3,500 to $5,000.  Second by Knox.

a) Discussion:  Ground water infiltration in this area is very severe and causing the forcemain pumps to run constantly.  As a result, we are exceeding our pond permit limits.  Henning is concerned about how the City will pay for the project.  Campbell points out that there is $14,000 in Sewer fund checking and $19,600 in sewer fund investments.

b) Vote in favor: Knox, Lahman.

c) Dissent: None

d) Abstain: Henning.

21) Motion by Henning to adjourn at 10:05 PM.  Second by Lahman.

Respectfully submitted:
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