DECEMBER 18, 1995

Regular Council Meeting

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM with all council present plus Doug Whiting, Tom Myers-Independent and David Campbell.

A motion was made by Hilgren and seconded by Lahman to approve the minutes as presented.  Passed unanimously.

Whiting requested the city name the new road constructed this summer, approve yield and stop signs on each end of the road and a street light on the South end.  The council agreed to the request and asked that he come up with some names for the street.  MNDOT will be contacted regarding a lowering of the speed limit signs on #235 as far as the city limits.  Discussion was held also on the cars that are left on the road during and following a snow.  It was agreed that an ordinance should be established to impose a fine for parking and/or a towing fee.

Discussion on the tax levy led to a motion made by Hilgren and seconded by Knapp to lower the levy by $15,000 to 30%.  Henning and Lahman were opposed.  Anderson broke the tie by also voting no.  A motion was then introduced by Lahman and seconded by Henning to approve the levy of $121,536.  Hilgren and Knapp were opposed with the tie being broken with Anderson voting in favor of the levy as is.

Campbell will contact Lervick to notify Morton’s regarding the unworkable plans and specs and the council’s decision not to pay the balance due.  Campbell will also contact several lawyers for interest in becoming the city attorney.

A motion was made by Hilgren and seconded by Henning to approve the LSS agreement for 1996.  Passed unanimously.  A motion was made by Lahman and seconded by Henning to pass a Resolution authorizing the Senior Citizens to apply for a WCIF refrigerator grant.  Passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Henning and seconded by Hilgren to approve Joel Thompson’s building permit for a bakery and deli.  Passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Lahman and seconded by Henning to approve a utility assessment for Soo Development of $7,554.82 which will be sent to the auditor’s office for recording.  Passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Hilgren and seconded by Lahman to approve a $100,000 insurance blanket limit on all employees at a premium of $496.  Passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Henning and seconded by Hilgren to approve the following Resolutions; adopting a drug-free workplace, prohibiting the use of excessive force, adopting a residential anti-displacement and relocation assistance plan, a fair housing plan and a displacement minimization plan.  Passed unanimously.

Campbell will contact Lervick for an opinion on the contract received from Widseth, Smith and Nolting.  A motion was made by Lahman and seconded by Hilgren to pay two bills {$2,100.50 and $3,600.00} from city funds until grant money is received.  A motion was made by Hilgren and seconded by Henning to approve paying all bills as presented.  Passed unanimously.

The 1996 committees have been established.  Knapp requested he be removed from the fire committee.  Hilgren will replace him.  The subject of the $50,000 borrowed from general fund to the fire department was mentioned with no final decision on how and when the money will be repaid.

Discussion items: A rink manager has not been found yet.  Different individuals will be contacted.  Discussion on the Elevator road brought no definite results.  The Elevator board felt they would not offer any assistance toward the maintenance.  Campbell will contact Lervick as to our responsibility.  The city hall freeze up was discussed as well as the replacing of the windows upstairs.  Campbell will do some contact work and get the windows replaced.  A late bill from S & S for work on the park road was approved with a motion made by Knapp and seconded by Hilgren.  Passed unanimously.  Hilgren will contact Kamphake about blading the roads in the next day or so.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM.

