DECEMBER 4, 1995

Public Property Tax Council Meeting

The hearing was called to order at 7:00 PM with all council present plus Tom Myers-Independent, David Campbell, Arnie Koehn, Larro Hilgren, Gilmore Jahnke, Erwin Kalpin, Hildegard Thompson, Harold Krueger and Orvin Curtis.

A lengthy discussion was held regarding the increases in department budgets for the 1996 year.  A higher assessor fee, more publication required, elections, insurance increases, hiring of an administrator/manager, higher contracting fees, demolition costs, land deals and increased payroll were the rational for the tax levy increase of 48%.  Knapp referred to his past motion regarding the hiring of Campbell to replace the liquor store manager at the start of 1996 and his disappointment that changes had been made when he was unavailable for a meeting.  He felt there would be no reason for an increase in taxes next year and would not vote for it.  Raising of revenues was mentioned but it was decided that the increase would be minute.  Mention was also made of the plans to borrow $200,000 from the local bank for funds possibly needed before the new building is completed.  The question on the tax levy will be made at the December 18 meeting.

