SEPTEMBER 18, 1995

Regular Council Meeting

The meeting was called to order by Acting Mayor Knapp in the absence of Mayor Anderson.  Present were Hilgren, Henning, Lahman, Campbell, Erna Klotz, Ella Duncan, Tom Myers-Independent, Ralph Hemmerlin, Robert Pappenfus and Bob Huckle.

The August minutes were approve with a motion made by Hilgren and seconded by Lahman.  Passed unanimously.

Discussion was held regarding Tax Increment Financing followed by a motion from Lahman and seconded by Hilgren to set a public hearing for October 6, 1995 at 9:00 AM for the purpose of forming a TIF District for the Soo Development project, which would consist of three double bungalows.  The project would have one major water meter to the property and the sewer assessment will be set as the sewer ordinance states.  (The formula for commercial and multiple units was set at 2 units of $600 or $1,200).  The building permits for this plan will also be brought before the council on October 6.

Public Hearing

A motion was made by Hilgren and seconded by Henning to approve closing East Florence Street as part of the conditions for the purchase of Clark’s commercial property.  Passed unanimously.

Huckle discussed his interest in purchasing a lot on Hwy 29 for commercial use.  At this time there does not appear to be one available.

Erna Klotz showed the council the bad produce they are getting, which they feel is due to the crop spraying in the township.  The council recommended she contacts the county extension office and have the fruit analyzed first.

The liquor store profits for the last six years were discussed as well as the wages.  It was felt that there would be no final decision made until the first of the year when more was known about the operation of the liquor store.

A motion was made by Hilgren and seconded by Lahman to approve the security agreement between the school and the city, which will amount to $2,828.  Passed unanimously.

Bids were opened for a three-year proposal on the city audit.  Bids were Ness and Waller-$14,550; Dinham and Folkert-$12,900; and Paul Julin-$12,300.  A motion was made by Henning and seconded by Hilgren to approve the bid from Paul Julin Co.  Passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Hilgren and seconded by Lahman to approve the hiring of Joe Yetzer as a police officer.  Passed unanimously.

A lengthy discussion was held regarding Mark Steidl’s driveway, which had led to several complaints.  It was felt it was inappropriate since they had other access to their property; they had not requested permission for access to a city street across a sidewalk; the gravel from their property is being brought onto the sidewalk making the sidewalk less safe for walking plus more sand into the drains.  Decision was to do nothing at this time.

A motion was made by Henning and seconded by Hilgren to approve paying all bills as presented plus the late bills listed on the agenda plus S & S Construction bill minus a bill for Nibblers demolition cost to JJ’s for $228.  Passed unanimously.  Matheson will be asked to be present at the next council meeting.  Kingston will be asked to list the streets he is blading on his bills.  Discussion on tarring the alley by the drug store was put on hold.

The brush site will be open each Saturday in October from 10:00-Noon.  The regional meeting will be held in Henning on October 5.  The MPCA evaluation and review was brought to the council’s attention.

Campbell mentioned the DTED agreement had been sent in and that he will be attending a labor standard training course in the Twin Cities in the near future.  The State contract is still being organized with no final date for the city to receive any money at this time.  No bids were received on the sewer project for the fire hall.  Campbell will contact several contractors and try to get them to bid the project.  Discussion was held on property owners proceeding to build before a permit has been issued.  An ad will again be placed in the paper stating no building is allowed before a permit is issued and will result in removal of building with no permit being issued if violated.  Drewelow’s permit will be added to the public hearing if received in time.

A motion was made by Lahman and seconded by Henning to adjourn.

