JUNE 8, 1995

Regular Council Meeting

Public hearing was called to order at 7:00 PM with all council present plus approximately twenty individuals.

The first hearing was regarding the closing of a portion of the alley (130’), which was west of the old fire hall.  A motion was made by Knapp and seconded by Hilgren to approve closing the alley for the purpose of enlarging the size of the new fire hall.  Passed unanimously.

The second hearing was regarding the zoning of the land purchased by Rodney Peterson to industrial.  A motion was made by Knapp and seconded by Henning to approve Rodney Peterson’s building permit with the stipulation he will be required to construct a fence if necessary due to noise complaints from the neighbors and that he must apply for permits in time for approval before construction begins after this.  Passed unanimously.  Peterson will be responsible for a water hookup and assessment since he will be tying in with city water.  Discussion on the elevator road will be tabled until the July meeting.

A motion was made by Hilgren and seconded by Lahman to approve the minutes as presented.  Passed unanimously.

Potratz was present to discuss several subjects.  A motion was made by Lahman and seconded by Knapp to approve the purchase of a jetter at a cost of $13,000 plus tax with a trade-in.  Passed unanimously.  Following discussion it was decided the brush site would only be open for the month of June and then closed until fall.

Playground maintenance was discussed due to the regulations from ADA regarding handicap accessibility and general safety.  The council felt the cost was prohibitive for a town of our size and asked that Iverson be contacted to ensure our insurance covers the city even if we do not make changes.  (Iverson called and stated the League definitely would cover any injury at the park but stated we should look at updating the grounds in the future).

A motion was made by Hilgren and seconded by Lahman to hire Leonard Hardekopf to mow lawn for the city at $5.50 per hour.  Passed unanimously.

The council gave Potratz permission to contact Augustin to survey the well elevation.

Dennis Christenson from HRA was present to discuss with the council whether they had interest in applying for grants through HRA.  No decision was made at this time.

Ralph Hemmerlin and Robert Pappenfus reviewed a plan they had for building three double bungalows on the Little House site.  They requested the city consider giving them Tax Increment Financing for 10-12 years to help them accomplish this for which they would give to the city 33’ to build a road.  No decision was made.  Skip Carpenter will again be contacted to meet with the council regarding TIF.

Larry Van Hout of Widseth, Smith and Nolting presented his report on the water tower problems and the building of a new tower.  A motion was made by Knapp and seconded by Lahman to approve Dave Campbell working with Van Hout on this project.  Passed unanimously.

Dick Drewelow requested the council give him permission to use part of his commercial building in his duplex he is going to build.  The council felt he should apply for a variance permit.

Two individuals were present from Henry Building asking about the plans for the new building.  They are interested in bidding on the construction work.

Discussion about the alley between Palmers and Kalpins was brought up.  Kalpin is interested in putting a storage shed on skids near the alley line.  It was agreed that he would have to apply for a variance permit.

A motion was made by Knapp and seconded by Henning to acknowledge approval of the Elementary School building permit.  Passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Lahman and seconded by Hilgren to charge Runestone $15.00 per load for sewage disposal on the condition someone from the city is available during dumping.

A motion was made by Henning and seconded by Lahman to approve a contract with Wm Schott for city maintenance safety classes six times per year, at a cost of $1,000 per year.  Passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Henning and seconded by Lahman to pass a Resolution expressing appreciation to the House and Senate committees for their efforts in the bonding authority bill.  Passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Henning and seconded by Knapp to pass a Resolution offering support to Dave Matheson in his efforts to rebuild with funds received from Challenge Grant Program.  Passed unanimously.

The assessment policy will be tabled until the July meeting.

A motion was made by Knapp and seconded by Lahman to approve the bills as presented.  Passed unanimously.  A bill from S & S for work done on the Barrows portion of the elevator road was tabled until the July meeting due to controversy over the amount.

The Mayor will make committee member changes in July.  John Kamphake questioned Carol Clark’s property.  He has not received payment from her as of yet.  Anderson will contact Lervick for advice on the situation.  Knapp requested a notice be placed in the paper stating all construction must have a permit before beginning work.

Meeting adjourned at 9:35 PM.

