APRIL 10, 1995

Open Forum Council Meeting

A meeting was held at the Community Center with all council present plus approximately 40 from the public.

The Mayor thanked everyone for helping in any way following the explosion and discussed the options regarding the rebuilding of the fire hall and possible including the city officers and a community center.  The general consensus was that the entire package should be considered with the building being placed downtown.  A letter was received from Mark Steidl’s and Dave Taylor’s since they were unable to attend.  The student council also sent correspondence with some input on the subject.  It was agreed that more extensive drawings would be made with another meeting held in 2-3 weeks.  This drew to a conclusion the fire hall meeting.

The regular council meeting then opened with the following present: Russ Sowers, Kathy Anderson, Gene Payne, Dave Matheson, John Kamphake-JJ’s, Tom Myers-Independent and Bob and Connie Lahman.

First order of business was to discuss Sowers’ variance permit for a pole building, which was given approval with a motion by Knapp and seconded by Hilgren.  Passed unanimously.

The March minutes were approved with a motion by Hilgren and seconded by Lahman.  Passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Knapp and seconded by Lahman to approve the 1994 audit report as presented.  Passed unanimously.  Decision was made with a motion by Knapp and seconded by Hilgren to accept bids on the 1995 audit.

A motion was made by Hilgren and seconded by Knapp to pass a resolution declaring a city disaster due to the loss of fire protection to the city and surrounding area and total loss to at least eight businesses and four apartment units.  Passed unanimously.

Larry Moske has requested water be allowed to his east property.  The city specified that it would be at his cost but the city would pay for the water hydrants and the difference between the one-inch he would be required to use and the 6” line the city would consider for later development.  He will be contacted regarding the decision.

A motion was made by Knapp and seconded by Hilgren to hire Jack Anderson to operate the brush site from 10:00-Noon on Saturdays at $5.00 per hour.  Passed unanimously.  Another individual will also be hired.

A motion was made by Hilgren and seconded by Henning to approve a beer permit to the Legion for the Fall Festival on the condition insurance coverage is provided.  Passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Knapp and seconded by Hilgren to approve the 1995 LSS rental agreement.  Passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Knapp and seconded by Lahman to approve the March bills as presented.  Passed unanimously.

Board of Review on Wednesday April 12.  Henning discussed the liquor store being closed for 2 ½ days; will be serving coffee and cookies and play cords during the day until Nibblers is back in business.  Other problems existing are: the Baptist Church road not yet being worked on, Colfax storm sewer on hold, Kamphake requested information on who to charge for demolition of lots.

Meeting adjourned at 8:35 PM.

