DECEMBER 13, 1993

Regular Council Meeting

The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Anderson with all council present plus Mr. and Mrs. Art Meier, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Fortwengler, Tom Myers-Independent, Doug Whiting and Bob Huckle.

Knapp requested the council consider open meeting law defense costs coverage to reimburse city officials for a portion of their legal costs in defending themselves in the event they are charged with violating the open meeting law.  Iverson will be contacted for further information.

A motion was made by Broadwater and seconded by Hilgren to approve the previous minutes as presented.  Passed unanimously.

Doug Whiting requested No Truck Parking on S Otter south of E Oak St for safety reasons.  After discussion a motion was made by Hilgren and seconded by Knapp to approve No Truck Parking on S Otter south of E Oak St and on S Otter north of E Elm St.  Passed unanimously.

Mayor Anderson presented plaques to Art Meier and Charles Fortwengler in appreciation for their many years of service and good will to the community.

Whiting discussed the new phone system he is adding to allow for the discontinuation of many of the forwarding calls to the Fergus Dispatcher each month.  The new system will cost phone airtime but will decrease the long distance cost.

The DARE program will again be starting although a grant was not received this year.  Donations will help alleviate the cost of the program.

A motion was made by Hilgren and seconded by Knapp to approve Whiting’s request to use $250 in his SRT budget towards the purchase of a bulletproof vest.  Passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Knapp and seconded by Hilgren to approve the purchase of a 1994 Crown Victoria police car at a cost of $13,899 plus tax.  Passed unanimously.

Huckle and Broadwater discussed the hours that Huckle had presented for payment, which included hours for half of his vacation, guard and sick time for the city.  The bill was later approved.  Also discussed was the request that the city be allowed to operate the plow as needed outside of the city limits in case of snow emergency for the ambulance.  The council approved of this if our insurance is not effected in any way by leaving the city.  Huckle requested the city consider a $300 purchase of a dumpster for the community center.  After further discussion the council agreed that the placement of garbage cans should prevent any problems and the subject was dropped.

A motion was made by Hilgren and seconded by Knapp to have the city maintenance install a diesel fuel tank at the shop for the loader.  Passed unanimously.  Huckle will inform Larry.

The council showed interest in having the blinking light on Main Street replaced and asked for costs in doing so.  Larry will check on this.

A motion was made by Broadwater and seconded by Hilgren to approve the final budget levy of $81,596 to the county.  Passed unanimously.

Anderson presented the new list of committee as follows:

Acting Mayor


Knapp

Water/Sewer


Hilgren, Knapp

Fire Dept


Klein, Broadwater

Ambulance


Broadwater

Streets/Lights


Knapp, Broadwater

Pool/Parks


Klein, Hilgren

Bldgs/Weeds


Klein, Hilgren

Liquor Store


Knapp, Broadwater

Ec Development

Broadwater, Hilgren

Police Dept


Anderson

Personnel


Anderson

A motion was made by Hilgren and seconded by Broadwater to approve the bills as presented plus all late bills as listed on the agenda.  Passed unanimously.

Anderson will research the cost of a siren timer control box which would allow the fire siren to blow when needed.

The cemetery board has approved the change in their east entrance road so the city will proceed with their plan to build a road on the west side of the Baptist Church property.

Discussion was held on the idea of a new community center which would possible include the police and clerk’s office and the fire department.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:40 PM.

