OCTOBER 11, 1993

Regular Council Meeting

The meeting was called to order by the Mayor at 7:05 PM with all council present.  Also present were Gene Payne, Curt Tabbert, Larry Lahman, John Kamphake-JJ’s and Tom Myers-Independent.

A motion was made by Knapp and seconded by Klein to approve the September minutes as presented.  Passed unanimously.  Mention was made of the fact that all full time employees will now receive 3 weeks of vacation after 7 years service and that this will in no way affect Joanne Moske who is presently at twenty-two days due to negotiations.  The council will consider at a later date the idea of changing the schedule back to a one-week day, one-week night as previously done.

Curt Tabbert discussed the road project next to his house and as to whether the city planned on tarring it.  The city will replace the tar that was broken up at this time with the remainder of the tarring to be done with a petition from the property owners.  Discussion was also held regarding Steve Jarvi’s garage, which was originally placed on City Boulevard and should actually be moved back.

Following a discussion regarding the water and sewer budget, a motion was made by Knapp and seconded by Hilgren to approve increasing the water rates to a $27 minimum and the sewer rates to a $18 minimum for a $5 increase per quarter as of January 1, 1994.  Passed unanimously.  A motion was made by Broadwater and seconded by Knapp to approve the water and sewer budgets as were presented.  Passed unanimously.

Gene Payne requested the council find solutions for his water problem at the café.  The city had looked into one alternative in 1989, which would have extended the storm sewer west and south, but at an exorbitant cost of $87,000.  Payne will look into other options before the next meeting that would be mush less costly.

The council further discussed the police contract with the school, which had been submitted by Doug and had been previously rejected.  A motion was made by Hilgren and seconded by Knapp to accept a one-year contract with the school.  Broadwater opposed.

Anderson reported on a meeting held by the Chamber of Commerce regarding the fall festival.  Concerns discussed were insurance, liability, insufficient restroom facilities, maintenance men available for repairs, fencing in of the beer garden.  Mention was made of the excellent cleanup job done by the Legion members following the festival.  Klein made a recommendation to the Chamber that they consider banning the candy from being thrown from being thrown from vehicles during the parade for safety purposes.

Knapp had discussed with Dave Nelson of Alex Light and Power the possibility of whether Otter Tail Power would consider furnishing lights and power during the Christmas season as they do in Alexandria.  Otter Tail Power will be approached with this idea.

A motion was made by Hilgren and seconded by Knapp to approve the LSS contract for 1994 for the senior citizens.  Passed unanimously.  The council has been invited to the senior supper on October 28 at 5:30 PM for their 20th Anniversary.

A motion was made by Knapp and seconded by Broadwater to approve the list of judges as stated on the agenda for work during the special election on November 2, 1993.  Passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Klein and seconded by Broadwater to request a fee of $65 per hour for the city to load snow on the state highway if approved.  Passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Hilgren and seconded by Knapp to approve Confidence Learning Center’s application for pulltabs to be sold through Shyster’s establishment.  Passed unanimously.

An ad will be placed for the ‘93-’94 skating rink manager position.

A motion was made by Knapp and seconded by Klein to approve all bills listed and presented with the exception of the $250 to Froslee.  Passed unanimously.

Discussion on the road west of the new Baptist Church led the council to ask for a hold on the surveying.

No snow is to be placed in the alleys or streets of the city by property owners.

Fencing ordinances were discussed which led the council to decide that decorative fences could be constructed without a permit if they fence nothing in or out and do not divide properties.

Problems with the city loader are occurring with consistency.  The council recommended fixing the loader and considered the idea of a replacement.

Knapp brought up the question of whether the water had been stubbed in toward Hilgren’s property to avoid having to redig the street.  It appears that was not done.

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 PM.

