MAY 11, 1992

Regular Council Meeting

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by the Mayor with all council present plus Tom Pappenfus, Tom Myers-Independent and Phil Smith.  Later arrivals were Gene Payne, Doug Whiting, Larry Lahman and Bob Huckle.

A motion was made by Broadwater and seconded by Klein to approve the minutes as presented following discussion on the decision to allow the change of building setbacks from 30’ to 25’ on presently built homes.  Passed unanimously.

Tom Pappenfus, local attorney, requested a building permit for a 16’ x 24’ addition to their existing law office and chiropractic building.  A motion was made by Hoffman and seconded by Klein to approve the permit as stated.  Passed unanimously.

Shorty Revering, representing RD Communications, requested a Resolution from the council that would allow a change in control of the cable franchise from RD Communications to North Central and Otter Tail and also to extend the franchise from the expiration date (July 12, 1993) for a period of 15 years.  A motion was made by Broadwater and seconded by Woodworth to approve these changes as presented.  Passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Woodworth and seconded by Hoffman to approve the building permit of Ed Daniel’s for a garage/storage addition to the Daniel’s Processing building.  Passed unanimously.

Broadwater stated to the council that the ambulance was in need of some financial reinforcement and requested $500 from the ambulance joint power members of which the city is part.  This money was set aside in the general budget.

Following discussion regarding special assessment funds that were placed in the general fund and will be used for general purposes, a motion was made by Klein and seconded by Hoffman to approve the 1991 financial statement as presented.  Passed unanimously.

Discussion of the pool department led to a motion made by Broadwater and seconded by Klein to pay the swimming instructors $10 per hour and the lifeguards $5 per hour.  Passed unanimously.  Phil Smith suggested that at season’s end the council consider discussing with the employees their commitment toward future employment.  The council felt this could be worthwhile.

Lahman presented a bid from Froslee Blacktopping of $16,000 for street repair blacktopping and labor.  Cooper will be notified and the street committee will meet with Larry to go over the streets that definitely need work done and again discuss this at the June meeting.

Lahman also discussed the water connection surcharge that the state is placing on all hookups.  A $5.21 annual fee must be applied to each connection to finance the state water supply testing.  A motion was made by Hoffman and seconded by Woodworth to apply the surcharge to each connection as of second quarter billing.  Passed unanimously.

Huckle, pool manager, has hired seven lifeguards as follows: Kari Smith, Toni Schauland, Jodi Ferley, Heidi Knox, Lisa Christopherson and Jason Hinrichs.  Kim Schmidt and Dedra Zwieg will be instructors.  Costs of pool admission and lessons will not increase over last year.  A motion was made by Broadwater and seconded by Woodworth to approve the lifeguards hired.  Passed unanimously.

Lahman was asked to contact Tom Augustin regarding the storm sewer on the north end of town and to contact the state for more information regarding Hwy 29 and 235 road work to be done this summer.

A motion was made by Woodworth and seconded by Klein to approve the hiring of Jean Clark as a part-time bartender.  Passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Woodworth and seconded by Broadwater to allow Jeff Koep to rent the ponds again this year for $50.  Passed unanimously.

Handicap sidewalk ramps were discussed.  After some discussion both bids were rejected due to inconsistencies on the job to be done.  The Mayor will contact both persons for a better understanding.

The April bills were approved with a motion made by Hoffman and seconded by Woodworth.

Larry Lahman is to check on the Diedrich/Anderson house, fuel oil tank, etc.

A motion was made by Woodworth and seconded by Klein to send a certified letter to Eric Sykes, DBA Farmland Appliances, requesting that his business be closed down until such time as his conditional permit is approved.  At this time he is in violation of the ordinances.  Passed unanimously.

Broadwater, representing the Economic Development Committee, requested that the council consider using the $3,000 in the fund to support the move of Daniel’s Food Processing to Parkers.  A motion was made by Broadwater and seconded by Hoffman to approve the contribution.  Passed unanimously.

Doug Whiting requested input on his obtaining a computer for his department.  He was informed to get quotes for further discussion.

At the suggestion of Klein, it was agreed upon to set May 25-29 as “Spruce up, clean up” week in Parkers to improve the city’s looks.  The city will pay Prairie Dray to haul away the miscellaneous items that will be left on the boulevard by the residents.

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 PM.

