NOVEMBER 25, 1991

Public Hearing Council Meeting

This hearing was called to order at 7:00 PM with all council present plus the following: Donna Steidl, Pat Nodsle, Harold Krueger, Arnold Koehn, Doug Whiting, Ralph Kraemer, Don Schrader, Phil Smith, Ed Enmark, Larry Lahman, Ervin Kalpin, Werner Knapp, Larro Hilgren, Carold Hilgren, John Chattin, Mike Rooney, Harry Wood, Tom Myers-Independent, Bob Huckle and Dave Matheson.

Anderson opened the meeting asking for discussion and questions regarding the tax levy for 1992.  It was explained to the public that the local government aid has been cut 9%, or $8,748 for 1992 and a total of 18%, or $18,683 since 1990.

Broadwater recommended a change on the ambulance department of the general budget.  The city is a part of the present joint powers ambulance board and needs money budgeted to pay their portion along with the townships if money is needed.  The decision by the council was that it should be decresed from $10,000 to $5,000.

More details were requested on the sewer levy figure of $8,211 and it was asked if the bonds could be called in before due.  This amount had been set up in 1986 following the wastewater project construction to be levied in 1991, payable in 1992 (the bonds cannot be called in until 1994 at the earliest).

The subject of the council salary increase to $50 per month was felt by several to be unreasonable although the council members are not paid for any special or out-of-town meetings.  Mention was also made that the swimming pool shows a deficit each year.  It was always felt the pool was a benefit to the community even though it was not a money maker.  The police department was brought under scrutinty for their budget although more police coverage is often requested by the public.

A continuation hearing will be held on Monday, December 2, 1991 at 7:00 PM.  The next ambulance meeting will be held on December 4, 1991 at 8:00 PM at the fire hall.

Donna Steidl and Phil Smith both recommended the public start contacting their legislature about the unfair property tax system the small towns are dealt.

This hearing was closed at 8:05 PM.

