NOVEMBER 2, 1981

The City Council met in regular session on Monday, November 2, 1981 in the council room.  The meeting was called to order at 7:06 PM by Mayor Knox with Trustees Hilgren, Madson, Kinsel and Charbonneau present.  None were absent.

Also present was Jack Wigand of Transcontinental Brokers, Inc., Tom Myers of The Independent, Police Chief Fred Melle, and Gail and Gregory Madson.

The clerk read the minutes of the 81-1 Street Improvement Assessment Hearing of October 5, 1981, the minutes of the special meetings of October 7, 14 and 28, 1981.  A motion was made by Trustee Madson and seconded by Trustee Kinsel to accept these minutes as read.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Madson, Kinsel, Charbonneau and Hilgren; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

General bills numbered one through forty-nine were then read.  A motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Kinsel to allow general bills numbered one through forty-nine as read.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Kinsel, Charbonneau and Madson; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Ambulance bills numbered one through five were then read.  A motion was made by Trustee Kinsel and seconded by Trustee Charbonneau to allow ambulance bills numbered one through five as read.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Kinsel, Charbonneau, Madson and Hilgren; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Liquor bills numbered one through fifty-four were then read.  A motion was made by Trustee Charbonneau and seconded by Trustee Madson to allow liquor bills numbered one through fifty-four as read.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Charbonneau, Madson, Hilgren and Kinsel; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Mayor Knox reported that Dennis Karger at the bank had informed him that Attorney Sorlie had told Mr. Karger that the bank could not legally purchase the 1981 Fire Truck Bonds for an 8-year period.  After a lengthy discussion a motion was made by Trustee Hilgren to pass the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the City Council of Parkers Prairie did, at a special meeting held on September 10, 1981 pass a Resolution authorizing the issuance of 1981 Fire Truck Bonds in the amount of $65,721.00 for the purchase of a fire truck and fire apparatus;

AND WHEREAS, Mayor Knox had made arrangements with the First National Bank of Parkers Prairie for them to purchase these bonds at a rate of 9% per annum to be repaid over a period of 8 years;

AND WHEREAS, the Resolution authorized the sale of these bonds to the First National Bank of Parkers Prairie, Minnesota, at 9% per annum;

AND WHEREAS, on October 7, 1981 the council passed a Resolution authorizing an ad valorem tax placed upon all taxable property in the City of Parkers Prairie which was to have been spread upon the tax rolls and collected with and part of the general property taxes in the City in the years 1982 to 1989 inclusive for the payment of the aforementioned 1981 Fire Truck Bonds;

AND WHEREAS, the Clerk did certify this ad valorem tax to the Auditor of Otter Tail County as directed by the City Council;

AND WHEREAS, on October 29, 1981 Dennis Karger of the loan department of the First National Bank of Parkers Prairie told Mayor Knox that Attorney Oscar Sorlie had informed him that it is illegal for the City to sell these bonds for an 8 year period, that they cannot be legally sold for more than a period of 5 years;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF PARKERS PRAIRIE, MINNESOTA,

1. That the aforementioned Resolution passed on September 10, 1981 authorizing the issuance of $65,721.00 in Fire Truck Bonds and authorizing the sale of these bonds to the First National Bank of Parkers Prairie be rescinded and declared null and void and

2. That the aforementioned Resolution authorizing an ad valorem tax upon all taxable property in the City for the payment of the 1981 Fire Truck Bonds and authorizing the clerk to certify this ad valorem tax to the Auditor of Otter Tail County be rescinded and declared null and void and

3. That the clerk be authorized to notify the Auditor of Otter Tail County of this Resolution so that the aforementioned ad valorem tax for the 1981 Fire Truck Bonds which the clerk certified to the Auditor of Otter Tail County be stricken from the tax record and not placed upon the taxable property in the City of Parkers Prairie for collection.

This motion was seconded by Trustee Madson.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Madson, Kinsel and Charbonneau; opposed – none.

Adopted by the City Council this 2nd day of November 1981.

Insurance for the City was then discussed.  This included property, fire and extended coverage, general liability, liquor liability, Comprehensive Automobile and Inland Marine.  Jack Wigand of Transcontinental presented a bid of $10,584.89 for the total package.  The mayor read the bid from Ebner Insurance Company, which was $9,076.00 for the total package.  Both bids were on the same specifications for insurance.  Mr. Wigand told the council that although he would like to insure the City, that if the City is satisfied with the service it has received from Ebner Insurance bid.  A motion was made by Trustee Madson and seconded by Trustee Hilgren to accept the bid of $9.076.00 for insurance for the City from Ebner Insurance Agency.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustee Madson, Hilgren, Charbonneau and Kinsel; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Gail and Gregory Madson then distributed sketches of a proposed planned development of their property of Government Lot 2.  They propose to replat Lots 1 through 14, which they own, and have only ten lots, also to extend 3rd Street through their property thus having 5 lots on either side of 3rd Street.  A lengthy discussion followed with no commitments made by the council.  The council will study this proposal and inform Gail and Gregory Madson of their findings in about 2 weeks.

The council then discussed city finances and ways to cut back on spending.  It was suggested that it might be possible to dispense with the services of the part-time policeman, also to cut back on some of the time of the part-time help in the liquor store and perhaps reduce the working hours of the maintenance employees to 40 hours a week.  Mayor Knox designated Trustees Kinsel and Hilgren to study possible cut backs of time of the liquor store employees, Trustees Charbonneau and Madson to study possible cut backs of time for maintenance employees, and Chief Melle to study possible cut backs of time for the police department.  The council will meet at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, November 11, 1981 in the council room to study these reports.

An application for a permit to build a garage 32 ft x 40 ft East of his mothers house on Ex the E 40 ft all of Lot 1, Block 1, S McWLogan’s Addition was presented by Kenneth Wangerin.  A motion was made by Trustee Charbonneau and seconded by Trustee Kinsel to grant this permit pending inspection by the building committee.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Charbonneau, Kinsel, Madson and Hilgren; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

An application for a permit to build a garage on the West side of his house on Lots 9 through 12, Block 35, Lakeview Addition, was presented by Robert Curtis.  A motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Charbonneau to grant this permit pending inspection by the building committee.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Charbonneau, Kinsel and Madson; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

The clerk reported that Gene Payne of Marion’s Café wanted to know how much the City would charge for the old liquor store booths.  After some discussion, a motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Charbonneau to sell them for $75.00.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Charbonneau, Kinsel and Madson; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Madson and seconded by Trustee Kinsel to adjourn.  This was passed by a unanimous vote of the council.

