SEPTEMBER 10, 1981

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, the City Council met in regular session on Thursday, September 10, 1981 in the council room.  The meeting was called to order at 7:55 PM by Mayor Knox with Trustees Hilgren, Madson, Charbonneau and Kinsel present.  None were absent.

Also present were Fred Melle, Raymond Riedel, Tom Myers and Werner Knapp.

The clerk read the minutes of the regular meeting of August 3, 1981.  There being no corrections of additions, a motion was made by Trustee Kinsel and seconded by Trustee Madson to accept the minutes of August 3, 1981 as read.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Kinsel, Madson, Charbonneau and Hilgren; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

General bills numbered one through fifty-five were then read.  A motion was made by Trustee Charbonneau and seconded by Trustee Madson to allow general bills numbered one through fifty-five as read.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Charbonneau, Madson, Hilgren and Kinsel; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Ambulance bills numbered one through four were then read.  A motion was made by Trustee Charbonneau and seconded by Trustee Kinsel to allow ambulance bills numbered one through four as read.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Charbonneau, Kinsel, Hilgren and Madson; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Liquor bills numbered one through fifty-three were then read.  A motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Kinsel to allow liquor bills numbered one through fifty-three as read.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Kinsel, Madson and Charbonneau; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Raymond Riedel, who had previously presented a petition to Mayor Knox to have Centre Street improved with blacktop, asked the council if this improvement could be done this fall.  Mayor Knox told him that it could not be done this fall because the council will have to hold a hearing on this petition and have engineering work done.  There was some discussion on the subject, but the council agreed that this project would not be undertaken anymore this year but that it would be put on the agenda for the early part of 1982.

Mayor Knox reported that police officer Michael Crowell had asked for a raise in wages to $1,100.00 per month, retroactive to September 1, 1981.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Madson, Charbonneau and Kinsel; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Mayor Knox reported that there have been problems with the way the Nursing Home has been answering the calls for the Police Department.  He said that he and Fred Melle have been attempting to find a way whereby the calls could be handled by the County Sheriff’s Department to attempt to find a solution to this problem.

Mayor Knox and Trustee Hilgren reported that they had inspected the dump and had ordered Kamphake and Sons to fill the pothole that is there and to dig another trench for the deposit of rubbish.  Trustee Madson told the council that he had visited the dumps in Henning and Battle Lake and had discussed their operation with the attendants.  He bought a list of charges from each of the dumpsites.  The council then discussed the dump ground and various charges.  A motion was made by Trustee Hilgren to post the following charges at the dump, which are to take effect on November 1, 1981:

$.50 per bag or $1.50 per car minimum, $2.50 per trailer minimum, $2.50 per truck minimum, $4.00 shingles or appliances, $75.00 for rubbish hauler.

These prices for people who live in the city.  $1.00 is to be added to the prices for people living outside of the city.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Madson, Hilgren, Kinsel and Charbonneau; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

The Jaycees asked to have their temporary license to sell non-intoxicating malt liquor extend to September 30, 1981 because they are having a Community Auction on September 20.  A motion was made by Trustee Charbonneau and seconded by Trustee Kinsel to extend the non-intoxicating malt liquor license of the Parkers Prairie Jaycees to September 30, 1981.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Charbonneau, Kinsel, Madson and Hilgren; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Fred Melle told the council that the police car has over 90,000 miles and that they should consider purchasing a new or different car in the near future.  The council noted that about $1,500.00 has been spent on this car recently for repairs and that finances do not warrant purchasing another car at this time.  They will consider this again next spring.

After some discussion, a motion was made by Trustee Kinsel and seconded by Trustee Hilgren to have Hollatz Radio and TV install a UHF antenna and booster on the City Hall for the use of the liquor store.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustee Kinsel, Hilgren, Charbonneau and Madson; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Werner Knapp entered the room.  After being recognized by Mayor Knox, he told the council that Raymond Riedel had told him of the council’s refusal to blacktop Centre Street this year and demanded to know why it could not be done.  The council told him about the same thing that was told to Raymond Riedel about this project.  The council also pointed out that in 1980 a hearing was held on blacktopping this same street but that at that time only 3 homeowners favored this project.  Therefore, it was not considered for 1981.  Mr. Knapp left the meeting.

Purchase of a blade for plowing snow for the small tractor was discussed.  It was noted that the broom for this tractor throws snow, gravel, etc. and could cause damage to cars, windows, etc.  Also the rear mounted 3-point hitch blade for the long tractor has not been used for many years and could be traded or sold.  Mayor Knox appointed Trustee Hilgren to look into this matter.  The council agreed to this.

The council then discussed moving the fire siren from the water tower to someplace toward the southern part of the city.  Various places were mentioned.  It was also noted that 3-phase service is needed.  It was decided to look into this more thoroughly to see if a place can be found to install this siren.

A motion was made by Trustee Madson to pass the following Resolution:

To Issue Bonds for the Purchase of a New Fire Truck.

WHEREAS, a contract has been entered into for the purchase of a new fire truck, chassis and apparatus at a contract price of $15,774.00 for the chassis and $49,947.00 for the apparatus for a total of $65,721.00.

AND WHEREAS, Mayor Knox has made arrangements with the First National Bank of Parkers Prairie for them to purchase these bonds at an interest rate of 9%.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PARKERS PRAIRIE, MINNESOTA,

1) The new fire truck chassis and apparatus shall be financed by the issuance of bonds pledging referred to as 1981 Fire Truck and Apparatus Purchase.  A separate fund is hereby established for such purchase from the sale of bonds herein provided for and from collections of taxes levied for the truck and apparatus purchase and any other monies appropriated thereto by the city shall be paid to such fund and it shall be used solely to defray expenses of the truck and apparatus purchase and payment of principal and interest due upon the obligation until completion of all costs of the truck and apparatus purchase.

2) Bonds on account of 1981 Fire Truck Apparatus Purchase shall be issued in the total amount of $65,721.00 and will be purchased by the First National Bank of Parkers Prairie.  The City of Parkers Prairie will pay an interest rate of nine percent (9%) per annum.

3) The mayor and clerk are instructed to execute such bonds and to deliver the bonds to the First National Bank of Parkers Prairie, Minnesota, upon payment of the aforementioned sum.

(See minutes of November 2, 1981)

The motion to this Resolution was seconded by Trustee Charbonneau.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Madson, Charbonneau, Kinsel and Hilgren; opposed – none.  Adopted by the council this 10th day of September, 1981.

A motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Kinsel to pay for the seal coating of the streets, which bill was approved at this meeting, out of the Revenue Sharing Fund.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Kinsel, Madson and Charbonneau; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Charbonneau and seconded by Trustee Madson to transfer $20,000.00 from the Liquor Fund to the General Fund.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Charbonneau, Madson, Hilgren and Kinsel; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Hilgren to pass the following Resolution:

Hearing on Proposed Assessment.

WHEREAS, the proposed assessment cost of improving Commercial Street from Dayton Avenue to Sunset Avenue and on Dayton Avenue from Commercial Street to Delaware Street has been completed.

AND WHEREAS, the clerk has notified the council that such proposed assessment is on file in the clerk’s office for public inspection.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF PARKERS PRAIRIE, MINNESOTA,

1) A hearing shall be held on the 5th day of October 1981, in the City Hall at 6:30 PM to pass upon such proposed assessment and at such time and place, all persons owning property affected by such improvement will be given an opportunity to be heard with reference to such assessment.

2) The City Clerk is hereby directed to cause a Notice of the Hearing on the proposed assessment to be published in the official newspaper and shall state in the notice the total cost of the improvement.

The motion to this Resolution was seconded by Trustee Madson.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Madson, Kinsel and Charbonneau; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Adopted by the council this 10th day of September 1981.

Mayor Knox reported that the Green Thumb had painted parts of the City Hall and Community Building fire hydrants and traffic lines on the streets, cleaned up the old sewer plant, did some work in the park and various other jobs.

A suggestion was made to meet with the affected Town Boards to discuss new fire service contracts.  The present contracts will expire on March 31, 1982.  It was suggested that the meeting be held in October.  No date was set.

A discussion was held on updating the city ordinances.  Mayor Knox distributed pamphlets to the councilmen, which contain sample ordinances, etc, which the councilmen are to study so that the ordinances can be discussed at a special meeting, which will be held to update the ordinances of the city.  No date was set for this meeting.

A motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Kinsel to adjourn.  This was passed by a unanimous vote of the council.

